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THEME OF THE BOOK OF REVELATION 

 

 
 òBehold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they 
also which pierced him: and all kindreds of the Earth shall wail because 
of him. Even so, Amen.ó   

Revelation 1:7 
 

 
 

 
1. "Behold, He Cometh..." By Danny Hahlbohm,  A Masterwork ï Used with Gracious Permission.
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says, ñIôve been in the publishing business for over two decades now, and Iôm always happy to answer 
questions ˈ and Iôm always interested in gaining new clients. If you have questions about a publishing 
project, whether writing, graphic design, or editing, and if you feel I might be able to help you with it, please 
donôt hesitate to phone, or send an email.ò We can testify that is true.   

Chauncey Navarro is an artist who said, ñI learned to paint so that I could teach the Book of Revelation.ò 
His website is http://www.inspired-word.com. We thank him for his kind permission to use his realistic art that 
brings the pages of the Bible to life. You can view his Book of Revelation art on https://www.behance.net. 

Mr. Danny Hahlbohmôs website is www.inspired-art.com. His works are immediately recognizable. Some 
of them are ñFootprints in the Sand,ò ñI Am the Light,ò ñWelcome Home,ò and one of the latest is on Page 7, 
ñBehold, He Comes.ò You can almost hear the hoof beats of the horses as our Savior breaks through the 
clouds. Mr. Hahlbohm is a Vietnam veteran and teaches art, as well. He is an accomplished painter of accurate 
likenesses from photographs that are a blessing to those who have lost loved ones. He asked that we not thank 
him, as permission had been granted by request of the Holy Spirit, and all glory and honor belong to Him. But 
we can say, ñThank you, Lord.ò 

We certainly do not want to forget Dr. John D. Byron, Professor of New Testament Studies, Ashland 
Theological Seminary in Ashland, Ohio. He kindly permitted us to use several personal photographs taken on 
a trip to Turkey in the ñPictorial Essay on the Seven Churches.ò 

 Last, but certainly not least, are the friendly and helpful people at Morris Publishing. That is where we 
have taken all our books. They are very competent and thorough, and we have always been pleased with the 
results. Thank you so much to all of you! 

 

http://duncanlong.com/
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FOREWORD 

 ñHe which testifieth these things saith, Surely I come quickly. Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesusò 
(Revelation 22:20). 

 

The material in this book was transcribed from a series of 64 half-hour radio messages. They are 
both teaching and preaching, with a strong gospel emphasis. I make no apology for that. After all, 
isnôt winning souls ñjob oneò for the Christian? 

The Book of Revelation was often preached on years ago in, almost, every fundamental, Bible-
believing church.  It is seldom heard from the pulpits of today. Preachers excuse their lack of 
attention to this wonderful book by saying, ñIt is too hard for the congregation to understand,ò yet 
it is Godôs conclusion to the Bible, and His Final Word to mankind. And the curtain is about to go 
up on this final, magnificent drama. 

Satan hates the books  of Genesis and Revelation. Genesis pronounces the curse on him and 
Revelation carries it out. In Revelation 20:10, he is cast alive into the Lake of Fire. No, Satan 
doesnôt want you to believe the Book of Revelation at all! 

We go verse by verse, and it will be a blessing to you as we  study this tremendous book, as it is 
the consummation of everything. In fact, there are seven blessings listed for reading the Book of 
Revelation. 

We will be referring to the Book of Daniel, and other Old Testament prophets, and bringing in 
many doctrinal issues, such as the difference between the Rapture and the Revelation of Christ. 
We will be looking at the character and background of the Book.  We will introduce you to all the 
main participants in Godôs final prophetic drama as it plays out on the stage of end-time Scripture. 

Revelation outlines Godôs program for Human History. What began ages ago in the First Creation 
will, ultimately, be completed in the New Creation. This is the Book with a blessing as recorded 
in Revelation 1:3.  

 

 ñBlessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things 
which are written therein: for the time is at handò (Revelation 1:3). 

 

The Book of Revelation shows us that History is ñHis story,òand that human affairs are in the 
hands of our Victorious Christ. As we study this book we ought to be encouraged, inspired to 
serve Him, and enabled to live clean lives that we might not be ashamed when Christ returns. 

You will be blessed for reading the Book of Revelation. Donôt ever let your church, your teacher, 
or pastor tell you that you cannot understand the Book of Revelation. God says youôre blessed if 
you read this book. 

 

Let us read and claim our blessings, 

 

Pastor Max D. Younce 
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DO YOU KNOW IF YOU ARE GOING TO HEAVEN? 

 ñYes, I know I am going to Heaven!ò Only those who believe that Jesus Christ has made the 
payment for their sin on the Cross can say this with confidence. 

ñFor he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in him.ò (2 Corinthians 5:21)  

OU KNOW there are no rituals, payments, or good works, that will earn you entrance to Heaven.  

ñFor by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of 
God: Not of works, lest any man should boast.ò (Ephesians 2:8-9) 

OU KNOW there is only one price that will give you the right to enter Heaven when you leave this 
Earth. That is the price Our Precious Savior paid on Calvary for the sin of the world. 

ñFor God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.ò (John 3:16)   

OU KNOW that, even though you may live  a good life, you are not perfect.  

ñFor all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;ò (Romans 3:23)  

OU KNOW that Heaven is a perfect place, and no sin can enter in. 

ñAnd there shall in no wise enter into it any thing that defileth, neither whatsoever 
worketh abomination, or maketh a lie: but they which are written in the Lamb's book 
of life.ò (Revelation  21:27) 

OU KNOW that when you believe that Jesus died for you, He gives you the righteousness, or perfection, 
you need to have everlasting life, right now!  

ñFor he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made 
the righteousness of God in him.ò (2 Corinthians 5:21) 

OU KNOW with absolute assurance you have eternal life. Why?...the Bible says so!  

ñThese things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; 
that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of 
the Son of God.ò (1  John 5:13) 

 OU KNOW you ñshall never perish,ò or stand in danger of going to Hell. Our Lord holds us in the palm 
of His Almighty Hand. We are not, by our own good works, struggling to hold on to one of His fingers.  

And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man 
pluck them out of my hand. (V.28) My Father, which gave them me, is greater than 
all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father's hand. (John 10:28-29) 

OU MAY KNOW the subject of Bible Prophecy backwards and forwards; but unless you know the 
Savior that it reveals; it is all for nothing!  

ñBelieve on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved,é(that is from Hell.)ò 
(Acts 16:31)  
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INTRODUCTION  

A.  The Background of the Book. 

B.   The Background of the Apostle John. 

C.  The Key Verse: Revelation 1:19 

D.   Character of the Book. 

E.  The Difference Between the Rapture and the Revelation 

F.   Chart Comparing the Rapture to the Revelation  

G.  The Interpretation of the Book of Revelation 

H.   The Seven Churches 

I.  The Seven Blessings 

J.  A Comparison Between Genesis and Revelation 

K. Why the Devil Hates the Book of Revelation 

L.  Why The Devil Hates the Book of Genesis 

M.  Outline of the Book: Revelation 1:19  

N.  Brief Summary of Chapters Four to Twenty-Two 

 

The Book of Revelation is Godôs conclusion to the Bible and His Final Word to mankind. It is ñta Biblion,òi 
meaning ñthe Book,ò singular, or ñone bookò from Genesis to Revelation. The Bible is Godôs Word to us, made 
up of sixty-six books with forty different authors, most of whom did not know each other and lived at a different 
time in History. There are sixty-six books with forty different authors, and not one contradiction!  

Years ago, hearing messages preached from the Book of Revelation would not be unusual. You would hear 
evangelists preach from it frequently. The pastors of almost every fundamental, Bible-believing church would 
bring messages on the Book of Revelation from time to time. Yet, it is seldom heard from the pulpits of today. 
Preachers excuse their lack of attention to this wonderful book by saying, ñOh, we canôt understand it.ò Or, ñItôs 
too hard for the congregation to understand as there are so many symbols and signs.ò For those reasons, it is 
excused from being preached on. 

In fact, I might throw this out to you, and it will be a shock. Go to your preacher and ask him if he believes 
that Adam and Eve are real people, or does he believe they are symbolic of something? If your preacher tells you 
they are symbolic of something, ask him, ñSymbolic of what?ò Then, just plain tell him, ñYou donôt believe the 
Bible, Sir. Iôm going to find another church.ò You might be shocked at the response you get.  

We hope your preacher believes the Bible. We hope that he believes in the literal creation as God gave it in 
Genesis, and we hope he, also, believes in the Book of Revelation. Of all the sixty-six books in the Bible, the two 
books Satan hates the most are Genesis and Revelation. Genesis pronounces the curse upon him in Genesis 3:15, 
and Revelation 20:10 carries it out. Revelation 20:10 is when he is cast alive into the Lake of Fire. No, Satan 
doesnôt want you to believe the Book of Revelation at all. That is why there have been so many attacks on the 
prophetic Scriptures lately. In fact, it is a sign of the last times, as we are told in 2 Peter 3:3,4: 

 ñKnowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts, (3) And 
saying, Where is the promise of his coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they 
were from the beginning of the creationò (4). 

We find out that the Apostle John, by inspiration of God, has written five books: 
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2. Titus Flavius Domitianus 

 

1. The Gospel of John is the Commencement. It deals 
primarily with salvation, and emphasizes all the way through 
the Gospel of John that salvation is by believing. The words 
ñbelieveò and ñfaithò are used over 100 times in the Gospel 
of John.  

2.  The Apostle John was also the inspired writer of First, 
Second and Third John. These are the Cultivation,  and have 
to do with ñGetting the weeds out of the garden so the fruit 
can grow.ò Applying the principles found in these Epistles 
gets the sin out of the Christianôs life, so he can be a fruitful 
and productive Christian. 

3. Then we come to the Book of Revelation, the fifth book 
that John was used by the Holy Spirit to write. It is the 
Consummation, the ending of it all, the final analysis and 
judgment that God pours out upon this world. 

To begin with, weôd like you to follow along, and if 
youôd like toðtake some notes. We want to examine, first of 
all, the background of the Book. 

A. THE BACKGROUND OF THE BOOK. 

We find that the Apostle John took over the pastoral 
work in Ephesus somewhere around 70 A.D. This also 
included the churches in the surrounding area, the seven 
churches of Asia Minor spoken of in Revelation, Chapters 
Two and Three.  

The Roman Emperor, Nero, persecuted Christians in Rome; but, as yet, the ñfiery trialò that Peter spoke 
about and had promised, had not yet begun.  But when 
Domitianii came into power and became the emperor in 
81 to 96 A.D., the persecution was intensified. It was 
horrible! Domitian was as cold-blooded a murderer as 
you will ever meet in the pages of History. He promoted 
emperor worship. He began his announcements with, 
ñOur Lord and God, Domitian, commands.ò Thatôs what 
he wanted to be called, ñOur Lord and God, Domitian.ò 
So everyone who spoke to him had to address him as 
ñLord and God.ò 

He was bitter in his treatment of both the Jews and 
the Christians. It was at his order that John was exiled to 
the Isle of Patmos, a rocky island ten miles long, and 
about six miles wide, out in the Aegean Sea. 

It would be good for you to look this up on a map to 
familiarize yourself with it. When we get into Chapters 
Two and Three on the Seven Churches, circle them on 
your map. If you have a good Bible, it should have some 
maps in the back and you can use them to locate these 
seven churches, as well as the Isle of Patmos, where John 
was exiled. Rome had a penal camp there. It was here in 
this isolated spot, away from his beloved Christian friends, that John received the visions of the future that make 
up the Book of Revelation. 
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The Apostle John, as we have said, has written four other books: The Gospel of John, and First, Second, and 
Third John. You find out Revelation 10:4 indicates that he was writing as a sermon was given, and we believe 
that he was. 

 ñAnd when the seven thunders had uttered their voices, I was about to write: and I heard a voice from 
heaven saying unto me, Seal up those things which the seven thunders uttered, and write them not.ò  

B.  THE BACKGROUND OF THE APOSTLE JOHN. 

We are just going to look at Johnôs background briefly to familiarize you with him.  

1.  He was the younger son of the two sons of Zebedee, a fisherman on the Sea of Galilee.  

2. He lived in Beth-Saida, and his motherôs name was Salome. (Matthew 20:20-28). 

3. His brother was James, according to Matthew 4:21.  Christ ñ...surnamed them Boanerges, which is, The sons 
of  thunder:ò in Mark 3:17. 

4. He was chosen as one of the Twelve in Matthew 10:2. 

5.  He was the youngest of all the Apostles, and he outlived them all. 

6. At the end of Domitianôs reign, from 81 to 96 A.D., he was banished to the Isle of Patmos according to 
Revelation 1:9. 

ñI John, who also am your brother, and companion in tribulation, and in the kingdom and patience of 
Jesus Christ, was in the isle that is called Patmos, for the word of God, and for the testimony of Jesus 
Christ.ò  (Revelation 1:9) 

7. He belonged to the ñinner circle,ò along with Peter and James, according to Luke 9:28 and Matthew 17:1. 

8. He resided at Ephesus, where he superintended the churches of that region, and made occasional visits to 
other churches. 

9.  He is the inspired penman of the Gospel of John, and, in that Gospel, he never mentions his own name. The 
John mentioned there is John the Baptistðall the way through. 

10. He leaned on Jesusô breast at the Last Supper. 

11. He outran Peter to the Tomb of Christ. 

12. He was with Christ at the Mount of Transfiguration. (Matthew 17:1,2) 

C.  THE KEY VERSE: REVELATION 1:19 

 ñWrite the things which thou hast seen, and the things which are, and the things which shall be 
hereafter;ò (Revelation 1:19). 

The whole book is a commentary on Revelation 1:7, the Second Coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

ñ Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they also which pierced him: and all 
kindreds of the Earth shall wail because of him. Even so, Amen.ò  (Revelation 1:7)  

 This occurs at the end of the Tribulation. This is not the Rapture, but His return at the end of the Tribulation 
Period to judge the nations, and establish His Earthly Kingdom for a thousand years. 

D.  CHARACTER OF THE BOOK.  

1. It Is a Book of Prophecy.  

a. Revelation 1:3. 

ñBlessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this PROPHECY, and keep those things 
which are written therein: for the time is at hand.ò  

b. Revelation 10:11. 
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ñAnd he said unto me, Thou must PROPHESY again before many peoples, and nations, and tongues, 
and kings.ò  

c. Revelation 19:10. 

ñAnd I fell at his feet to worship him. And he said unto me, See thou do it not: I am thy fellow servant, and 
of thy brethren that have the testimony of Jesus: worship God: for the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of 
PROPHECY.ò  

d. Revelation 22:7. 

ñBehold, I come quickly: blessed is he that keepeth the sayings of the PROPHECY of this book.ò  

e. Revelation 22:10. 

ñAnd he saith unto me, Seal not the sayings of the PROPHECY of this book: for the time is at hand.ò  

f. Revelation 22:18, 19. 

ñFor I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the PROPHECY of this book, If any man shall add 
unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book:  (18) And if any man 
shall take away from the words of the book of this PROPHECY, God shall take away his part out of the 
book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the things which are written in this bookò (19). 

So we find out here that it is a book, prophetic, revealing the future in detail before it comes to pass. You 
see, it is a revealing, and the veil is lifted. This is the prophecy of the end-times that God wants you and I to read. 
The Book of Revelation is not a difficult book. 

2. It Is Christ -Centered. 

 It is Christ-centered. It is the Revelation of Jesus Christ, not simply of a prophetic program, although that is 
included.  

a. In Chapter One, He is the Risen Priest-King.  

b. In Chapters Two and Three, He examines the world and returns to glory.  

c. In Chapters Two and Three, we have Him ñin the midst ofò the Seven Churches. 

d. In Chapters Twenty-One and Twenty-Two, He reigns in glory and in power.  

3.  It Is Symbolical.  

He ñsent and signified,ò suggests that the book uses signs and symbols to convey its message.  

a. Some are explained, as in Chapters One, Four, Five, and Revelation 12:9. 

b. Some are unexplained, as in Revelation 4:4, and Revelation 11:3.  

c. Some are explained by referring to Old Testament parallels, such as in Revelation 2:7, 17, 27-28. 

This spiritual symbolism would be clear to the Christians receiving the book at that time, but it would make 
no sense to their Roman persecutors. Keep in mind that symbols speak of reality. The flag, for example, speaks 
of the existence of a nation. The picture of Christ, in Revelation 1:12-16, is significant, and each symbol conveys 
a spiritual truth. 

4.  It Is Based on the Old Testament.  

It is impossible to study this tremendous book without referring constantly to the Old Testament Scriptures. 
Out of the 404 verses in Revelation, some 278, approximately, contain references to the Old Testament. It is 
calculated there are over 500 references, or allusions, to the Old Testament in Revelation with Psalms, Daniel, 
Zechariah, Genesis, Isaiah, Ezekiel, Jeremiah, and Joel being referred to the most often. 

6.  It Is Numerical.  

This is interesting! No book in the Bible contains so many symbolical numbers.  

a. There is a steady series of Sevens in the Book. There are Seven Churches, Seven Seals, Seven 
Trumpets, Seven Vials, and there are Seven Lampstands, etc. 
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b. The numbers divisible by three-and-a-half show up repeatedly in Revelation 11:2, 3. They appear again 
in Revelation 12:6.  

c. In Revelation 13:5, we find the number ñthree-and-a-halfò significant, again, as we are going to study 
when we get into the book. 

d. You will, also, find 144,000 sealed Israelites in Revelation 7:4. 

e. You will find Twelve Stars in Revelation 12:1. 

f. Twelve Gates in Revelation 21:12. 

g. Twelve Foundations in Revelation 21:14. 

7.  It Is Universal.  

 Revelation covers the world. John sees nations, peoples, and masses of humanity. This book outlines Godôs 
judgment upon the world, and His Creation of a New World for His people. 

8.  It Is Majestic In Style.  

 This is the ñBook of the Throne,ò for, from Chapter Four to the end, we read about the King and His Rule.  

a. The word ñthroneò is used three times.  

b. The word, ñKing,ò is used four times.  ñKingdomò is used five times, and ñruleò is used three times.  

c. The word ñpowerò is used 32 times, and ñreignò is used four times. 

  Therefore, we see Christ, as the Sovereign of the Universe, ruling from His heavenly throne. Whether you 
realize it, or not, everything going on in this world, now, is right on Godôs timetable. 

9.  It Is Sympathetic.  

 Throughout the book we see the sufferings of Godôs people and the sympathy of Heaven with the people of 
God on Earth. 

a. John is in exile according to Revelation 1:9. 

b.  Antipas is martyred, Revelation 2:13. 

c. The Church of Smyrna will face imprisonment, Revelation 2:10. 

d. Souls under the altar cry for Godôs avenging judgment in Revelation 6:9. 

e. And the hour of trial is coming in Revelation 3:10. 

f. The ñGreat Harlot has drunk the blood of the saints.ò That is your one-world religious system, as we 
are going to see in Revelation 17:6. In Revelation 18:24 and 19:2, we will see the Antichristôs 
Commercial Babylonian Empire destroyed.  

 Yes, God will judge the world and save His people. What a glorious book this is, as we begin to study it here 
and see the future unfold in detail! 

10. It Is Climactic.  

Revelation is the climax of the Bible, the plan and purpose of God for the Universe, and for you and I. 

E. THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE RAPTURE AND THE REVELATION 

The Rapture of the Church is not found in the Gospels. It is a truth revealed at the proper time to the Apostle 
Paul. The Rapture ends the Church Age, and the Tribulation Period begins immediately after the Rapture. The 
Revelation, or the Second Coming of Christ at the end of the Tribulation Period, is the final event of the 
Seventieth Week of Daniel, as spoken of in Daniel 9:24-27.  

 ñSeventy weeks (of years) are determined upon thy people (Israel) and upon thy holy city (Jerusalem)...ò 
(Daniel 9:24). 

The word ñweeksò is translated from the Hebrew word, ñshǕb¾aô,ò meaning ñsevens.ò In the Book of 
Genesis, when Laban had tricked Jacob into marrying Leah first, after Jacob had served seven years to marry 



The Book of Revelation: Godôs Final Word to Man 

30 

 

Rachel, Laban offers Jacob this solution in Genesis 29:27, 

Fulfil her week [Hebrew, shǕb¾aô, or sevens], and we will give thee this also for the service which thou 
shalt serve with me yet SEVEN OTHER YEARS.     

Therefore, the ñseventy weeksò are weeks of years. The calculation is ñseventy sevensò (70 x 7) for a total 
of 490 years. According to the prophecy in Daniel 9, it was 7 weeks of years (49 yrs.) from the Decree until 
Jerusalem was rebuilt, and 62 weeks of years (434 yrs.) until ñMessiah is cut off.ò Add 49 years to 434 years, 
and we now have 483 years completed out of the total 490 years, leaving approximately seven years for the 
Tribulation Period. The persecution of the Jewish people by the Antichrist will be so intense that Savior promises 
in Matthew 24:22, 

 ñAnd except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved: but for the elect's sake 
THOSE DAYS SHALL BE SHORTENED.ò  

After the 483 years and ñMessiah be cut off,ò our Savior has completed his mission to pay for the sin of the 
world on Calvary, and is now offering salvation free to anyone who will accept it. While individual Jewish 
people did accept Christ; unfortunately, the Nation of Israel, as a whole, did not accept their King. When Pilate 
asked the Jewish mob, which had been incited to fury by the Chief Priests, ñShall I crucify your king?ô the Chief 
Priests answered [for all of them], ñWe have no king but Caesar.ò (John 19:15). 

It was then that God punched the ñstop watch,ò and called ñTime out, Israel.ò The Church Age was ushered 
in. The last seven years of the prophecy given in Daniel 9:24, known as the Tribulation Period, will resume 
immediately after the Rapture. The Tribulation Period will end with the Second Coming of Christ at 
Armageddon, followed by the thousand-year Millennial Reign of Christ on the Earth. 

There is an error that has crept in from those who have decided not to take God at His Word. In Daniel 9:24-
27, He said ñseventy sevensò in the original. He did NOT say ñseventy weeks.ò They insist that the English word 
ñweeksò should be taken literally, and not as the Hebrew gives it. If we adhere to this faulty reasoning, we will 
come to the ridiculous conclusion that ñMessiahò would have been ñcut offò in approximately 9.28 years, OR 
436 years before His birth!  

Here is the calculation by which we arrive at this conclusion. 483, divided by 52 weeks per year, equals 9.28 
years. The commandment to rebuild Jerusalem went forth in the year 445 B.C. Subtracting 9.28 years from 445 
B.C. equals 435.72 years. Since all time is dated from the Birth of Christ, we subtracted 9.28 from 445 B.C., for 
the result of 436 years before the Birth of Christ. 

F.  CHART COMPARING THE RAPTURE TO THE REVELATION  

The Rapture  
1 Thessalonians 4:15-17 

The Revelation  
Matthew 24:39-41; Matthew 25:31-34, 40,41 

1.    Christ does not come to Earth. 1.   Christ does come to Earth. 

2.    Christôs Coming ends the Church Age and starts 
the Tribulation Period. 

2.   Christôs Coming ends the Tribulation Period and 
starts the Kingdom. 

3.    Those taken are the saved. 3.   Those taken are the lost. 

4.    Those taken go to Heaven. 4.   Those taken are cast into Hell. 

5.    Those left are the lost. 5.  Those left are the saved that go into the Kingdom 

6.   The unsaved are left alive to enter the Tribulation 
Period. 

6.  The unsaved are not left alive, but judged and cast 
into the everlasting fire. 

7.    Christ does not come to set up the Kingdom. 7.  Christ does come to establish His Kingdom on 
Earth. 



Introduction 

31 

 

 

For purposes of this discussion, we have compared 1 Thessalonians 4:13-17, speaking of the Rapture which 
ENDS THE CHURCH AGE, to Matthew 24:39-41 and Matthew 25:31-34, 40,41, which are speaking about the 
Second Coming of Christ at the END OF THE TRIBULATION PERIOD. These are two major differences, and 
great confusion is caused by failing to differentiate between these two events. 

I have covered this, as these two events are pictured in the Book of Revelation. In Chapters Two and Three, 
we have the ñ...things which are...,ò or the Church Age. In Chapter Four, John is invited to ñCome up hither,ò 
picturing the Rapture. The Church is never mentioned in the Book of Revelation, again, until we see ñthe bride, 
the Lambôs wife,ò Revelation 21:9 and 22:17, in the New Jerusalem. 

G.  THE INTERPRETATION OF THE BOOK OF REVELATION 

We find out there are many interpretations projected by men. 

1.  First, we have the PRETERISTS. Thatôs from the Latin word ñpreterò meaning ñpast.ò This approach 
states that everything in the book took place in the First Century. John deals, they say, with the war between the 
Church and Rome. He wrote the saints to comfort and encourage them in their time of persecution, says this 
group of people, the Preterists. Certainly, the book had a special value to those enduring Roman persecution, but 
its value did not cease with the close of the Apostolic Age. We also find that John states seven times that he is 
writing PROPHECY, so this view cannot be true. 

2.  HISTORICAL. Interpreters of this camp claim to see the fulfillment of Church History in the symbols 
of the Book of Revelation. They believe that the book outlines the course of History from Apostolic times to the 
end of the age. They search the history books to find events that parallel those in Revelation, and sometimes the 
results are disastrous! One interpreter sees Luther and the Reformation in a symbol that, to another student, 
pictures the invention of the printing press, or various different things. Of what value would the Book of 
Revelation be to the believers of Johnôs day, if all it did was prewrite world history? What value would it be to 
us today? No! It is prophecy. So, the Historical View is not true. 

3.  SPIRITUAL. These students abandon the idea of prophecy completely, and use the Book of Revelation 
as a symbolic presentation of the conflict between Christ and Satan, and between Good and Evil. They reject the 
idea that it is about actual events. They claim that John is dealing only with basic spiritual principles. But John 
tells us that he is writing a prophecy. While we recognize that the Book of Revelation does contain many basic 
spiritual principles in symbolic form, we must, also, realize that the book deals with the real events that will one 
day take place in the world. So, holding to the strict line of view that the book of Revelation is only spiritual 
cannot be true. 

4.  Then we come to the FUTURIST. This school emphasizes that the Book of Revelation is prophecy, and 
that from Chapter Four on we have a prophecy of events that will transpire on Earth, and in Heaven, after the 
Church is raptured. We, also, believe that in Chapters Two and Three, we have a prophetic history of the Church. 
While we gladly recognize the spiritual lessons of the book we, also, recognize it deals with actual events in 
prophetic history. 

If Revelation is not to be interpreted as prophecy, then God has not given us a book in the New Testament to 
explain the future of the world, the course of History, the victory of the Church, the judgment of sin, and the 
fulfillment of the prophecies and the promises found in the Old Testament. That would be unthinkable! No! The 
Book of Revelation is that book. The student, who approaches this book as a prophecy of events that will 
transpire after the Church is caught away, will be rewarded for their labor. 

Yes, we are of that group, the Futurists. We will see that none of those events, from Chapter Four to Chapter 
Twenty-two in the Book of Revelation, have taken place on the face of the Earth, as of yet. 

H.  THE SEVEN CHURCHES 

Then, we are going to study the Seven Churches in Chapters Two and Three. They represent all churches, 
and are used to represent several other things: 



The Book of Revelation: Godôs Final Word to Man 

32 

 

1. We are going to see that these were seven literal churches existing at the time of the bookôs writing. There 
was the church of Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamos, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea. They are all 
named by Christ, Himself, in Revelation 1:11. 

2. They represent seven periods of time in Church History. 

3. Seven types of Christians can be seen in these seven churches.  

4. Through the study of these seven churches we, also, see seven types of local churches that will be existing 
before the Rapture.  

I. THE SEVEN BLESSINGS 

The reading of this book is a blessing to the believer, and a curse to the unbeliever. The Book of Revelation 
is for your understanding. It is a blessing! Here are the seven blessings: 

1. Those who teach, and those who read the book, are blessed in Revelation 1:3. 

ñBLESSED is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things 
which are written therein: for the time is at hand.ò  

2. Dying grace is, also, a blessing that God gives in Revelation 14:13.  

ñAnd I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Write, BLESSED are the dead which die in the Lord 
from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labours; and their works do follow 
them.ò  

3. It gives an alert to the Second Advent of Christ in Revelation 16:15. 

ñBehold, I come as a thief. BLESSED is he that watcheth, and keepeth his garments, lest he walk naked, 
and they see his shame.ò  

4. Blessed are those at the Wedding Supper of the Lamb in Revelation 19:9.  

 ñAnd he saith unto me, Write, BLESSED are they which are called unto the marriage supper of the 
Lamb. And he saith unto me, these are the true sayings of God.  

5. Blessed are those who have part in the First Resurrection in Revelation 20:6.  

ñBLESSED and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second death hath no 
power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years.  

6. Blessed are those that observe and keep the contents of this book in Revelation 20:7. 

ñBehold, I come quickly: BLESSED is he that keepeth the sayings of the prophecy of this book.ò  

7. Blessed are those that keep His commandments in Revelation 22:14. 

ñBLESSED are they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and may 
enter in through the gates into the city.ò  

So, there are seven blessings there. You are blessed for reading the Book of Revelation. Donôt ever let your 
church, your teacher, or pastor tell you that you canôt understand the Book of Revelation. He will put the curse 
on you! Heôs cursed himself! God says youôre BLESSED if you read this book. 

J. COMPARISON BETWEEN GENESIS AND REVELATION 

1. The Creation of the Heavens and the Earth. (Genesis 1:2). 

 The Creation of the New Heavens and Earth. (Revelation 21, 22). 

2. The First Adam reigning on the Earth. (Genesis 1:26). 

 The Last Adam reigns in glory, and that is Christ (Revelation 21). 

3. We have the Night and Seas created in Genesis 1:5, 10. 

 We have no more night and no more seas in Revelation 21. 
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4. We have a bride brought to Adam. Of course, that was Eve (Genesis 2). 

  A Bride is prepared for Christ, which is His Church (Revelation 19). 

5. We have a Tree of Life in the Garden of Eden (Genesis 2:9; 3:22). 

  We have a Tree of Life in the New Creation (Revelation 22:2). 

6. Sin brings death, and a curse (Genesis 3:14, 17, 19). 

 We find in the Book of Revelation, the consummation of all, that there will be no more curse, no more 
death, and no more tears (Revelation 21:4). 

7. We have in Genesis 3:15 the conflict between Christ and Satan. 

 We find in Revelation 21:10, Satanôs final doom. When he is cast into the Lake of Fire, there will be no 
more conflict. 

8. Then, we find in Genesis 3 and 4; man is driven from Godôs face in sin. 

 We find in Revelation 22:4, men see Christôs face in glory. 

9. Genesis says believers, like Abraham, are looking for a city of faith (Hebrews 11:9, 10). 

 We find the Holy City presented in glory, in Revelation 21:10. That is the Second Jerusalem. 

10. We find Genesis 22:7 asks, ñWhere is the lamb?ò 

 We find Revelation 22:3 answers, ñThe Lamb reigns, that is where he is!ò He is going to reign forever. 
First, on this Earth for a thousand years; then, in the New Heavens and the New Earth. 

11. In Genesis 3:1, Satan utters the first lie. 

 In Revelation 21:27, nothing that makes a lie enters into that city, the New Jerusalem. 

K.  WHY THE DEVIL HATES THE BOOK OF REVELATION 

We find that the Devil hates the book of Revelation because it gives his execution. In Matthew 25:41 and 
Revelation 20:10, the Word of God lets us know that Hell was created for the Devil and his angels.  

 ñThen shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, 
prepared for the devil and his angels:ò (Matthew 25:41). 

 ñAnd the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the 
false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night for ever and everò (Revelation 20:10).  

Also thrown into the Lake of Fire will be his sons, or his children, those who have rejected Jesus Christ. I 
know this is pretty strong, but if you are not saved, you are a child of Satan. You see there are only two options: 
You are either a child of God by faith in Jesus Christ, or a child of Satan by rejecting Christ. John 1:12 tells us, 

ñBut as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that 
believe on his name:ò  

John 8:44 describes Satanôs children, 

 ñYe are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a murderer from the 
beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he 
speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it.ò  

If you are not saved, you are a child of Satan, and you will spend eternity in the Lake of Fire with your 
father. That happens at the Judgment of the Nations when Christ says, 

 ñThen shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, 
prepared for the devil and his angels:ò (Matthew 25:41) 

If Satan can get you to believe you canôt understand the Book of Revelation, then, you will not believe that 
the Beast, and the False Prophet, and Satan will be cast into the Lake of Fire. 
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 ñAnd the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles before him, with which 
he deceived them that had received the mark of the beast, and them that worshipped his image. These 
both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstoneò (Revelation 19:20). 

L. WHY THE DEVIL HATES THE BOOK OF GENESIS 

Satan hates the Book of Genesis, because that is where he first appeared in the Garden in Eden, and 
deceived our first parents. That sin has been passed on, and is inherited at birth by everyone. 

 ñFor (we) all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;ò (Romans 3:23) 

The old Devil tries to discredit Genesis, even though the Bible says: ñIn the beginning God created the 
Heaven(s) and the Earthò (Genesis 1:1). The Bible, also, says that God made man ñmale and female,ò and He 
created them in His own image. (Genesis 1:27). Satan always wants to discredit the Word of God, so that we will 
not believe what it says about mankind being a direct creation of God. This is what he would like us to believe. 

 ñOnce I was a tadpole when I began to begin. Then I became a frog with my tail tucked in. 

Then, I was a monkey on a coconut tree, and, believe it, or not!  Now, I am a professor with a Ph.D.ò 
That is a joke. Nevertheless, Satan would like for you to believe in evolution, wouldnôt he? However, God 

says you are a direct act of creation. If Satan can get you to discredit Genesis, and say that it is not true, then you 
will do the same with the Book of Revelation.  You have no reason to believe anything, other than itôs a good 
book of poetry! You will die and split Hell wide open with that kind of humanistic philosophy! 

Believe it or not, some time back a man came to me and said, ñI talked to a pastor of one of the large 
denominations, and asked him if he believed that God created male and female in his own image. I found out that 
he does not believe that Adam and Eve were real people, or that God remodeled this Earth in six days for 
mankind. He does not believe that.ò Well, here you have one of your modernistic preachers who is actually a 
child of Satan. He does not believe in Creation, and he will propagate that to his congregation. Not at first, but he 
will eventually, because that is his belief. This man is lost, yet heôs a preacher that stands up before a large crowd 
every Sunday morning, and doesnôt even believe the Bible. He will preach other parts of the Bible, and mislead 
you about the Book of Revelation.  

In reality, the Book of Revelation outlines Godôs program for the History of Humanity, and what began ages 
ago in the First Creation will, ultimately, be completed in the New Creation. This is the Book with a blessing, as 
recorded in Revelation 1:3, and the other six places we have listed as blessings. It shows us that History is ñHis 
Story,ò and that human affairs are in the hands of our Victorious Christ. 

As we study this book we ought to be encouraged, inspired to serve Him, and not be found conforming to 
this world when He returns.  

M. OUTLINE OF THE BOOK: REVELATION 1:19   

1. First Division: Chapter One.  

ñWrite the things which thou hast seen,...ò  

 The Past. John saw the vision of the Risen and Glorified Christ. He is the Lord of the Church. He is the 
Founder of the Church. It is not anyone else. It is none of the Apostles.  Itôs not Peter, itôs not the Baptists, 
itôs not the Lutherans, nor the Catholic organization. It is no one but Jesus Christ, who is the Chief 
Cornerstone. He is the Founder of His Church. 

2. Second Division: Chapters Two and Three. 

ñ...and the things which are,...ò 

 The Present. The ñthings which areò are covered by Chapters Two and Three. Those are the Letters to the 
Seven Churches existing at the time of the Bookôs writing.  

 3. Third Division: Chapters Four to Twenty-Two. 

"...and the things which shall be hereafter;ò  
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 The Future. The ñthings which shall be hereafter,ò are covered by Chapter Four to Chapter Twenty-Two. In 
ñ...the things which shall be hereafter,ò youôll never find a mention of the Church from Chapter Four on. It is 
raptured before the Seven-year Tribulation takes place. 

N. BRIEF SUMMARY OF CHAPTERS FOUR TO TWENTY-TWO 

1. In Chapters Four and Five, we have Heaven openly pictured. The scene is in Heaven, as the seven-year 
Tribulation Period begins. 

2. In Chapter Six, we have the Seven Seals. The judgment, or wrath of God, begins as the Seal Judgments are 
released upon those left upon the Earth after the Rapture. 

3. In Chapter Seven, we have the saved. It is a parenthetical chapter, showing that the Jews, and members of 
every nation and tribe, can be saved during the Tribulation Period. 

4. In Chapters Eight and Nine, the Trumpet Judgments fall upon the Earth. 

5. In Chapter Ten, the Angel gives John a book. The Seven Thunders do not reveal their message. 

6. In Chapter Eleven, we have the Two Witnesses. The Two Witnesses will speak for God on the Earth. The 
Seventh Trumpet Judgment falls upon the Earth. 

7. And then, in Chapter Twelve, we have Israel pictured. The Antichrist persecutes Israel, and all who believe 
in Christ. 

8. In Chapter Thirteen, we have the Antichrist revealed. Here, the Antichrist rises to world power and wants to 
be worshiped. Weôre going to see where he will have you, and all religious people that have rejected Christ, 
accept the Mark of the Beast, the Number 666. 

9. In Chapter Fourteen, the 144,000 of Chapter Seven, are seen safe with Christ. The Antichristôs armies, 
marching toward Armageddon, appear as grapes ripe for the crushing. It is Godôs judgment upon them. 

10. Then we have the Bowls pictured in Chapters Fifteen and Sixteen. The Bowls of Wrath. These judgments are 
poured out upon the Earth following the Antichristôs declaration that he is God. We have these as ñvialsò in 
the King James Translation. Literally, in the Greek, they are ñbowls.ò We find out, here, that Godôs judgment 
and wrath are going to continue. 

I believe that God is just about fed up with the abortion, the anti-god attitude, and the ñno Bible in schools 
verdicts.ò Judgment is close to coming here upon the Earth. Weôre moving toward it with a momentum that is 
unbelievable. When you compare the condition of our modern-day country, the United States of America, and 
the deterioration since this nation was founded, you would not know it was the same country. God is going to 
pour out these bowl judgments upon all those nations that have turned their back upon Him, including the United 
States of America. It is hard to believe it is the same country. 

Thank God youôre a Christian, and when the Rapture comes, and the Lord descends from Heaven with a 
shout, youôll be taken up and out of this time! You wonôt experience the events spoken of in the Book of 
Revelation from Chapter Four on. Youôll not be here. Youôll look at all these judgments from Heaven. 

11.  Then we come to Babylon. In Chapter Seventeen. ñMystery, Babylon the Great,ò the apostate One-World 
Religious System of the first three-and-a-half years of the Tribulation Period, is destroyed. And then, in Chapter 
Eighteen, the Babylon Commercial World Empire of the Antichrist goes up in flames. 

 Todayôs Ecumenical Movement is the forerunner of this apostate system, and you see it everywhere. People 
hate it when we say this, because theyôre involved in it. They have been sucked into it, and have had their minds 
brainwashed into this humanistic thinking that this is the right thing to do. Letôs have all churches get together. 
That is never Godôs plan, unless those churches teach the Bible. That has never been Godôs plan since Nimrod, 
and the Tower of Babel (Gen. 10:10; 11:1-9).Youôre having churches get together that do not even believe the 
same thing. This is hypocrisy and God denounces that, but that does not stop them! 

 Maybe you belong to one of these ecumenical churches. You ought to stop, and realize where you are 
headed. Read the Book of Revelation. You are being brainwashed into accepting the Antichrist.  Most of these 
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churches do not have a salvation that is provided by Jesus 
Christ. Oh, yes, theyôll talk about Christ, but they donôt have a 
salvation BY Christ! They have it by water baptism, or by their 
church ordinances. They have it by good works, but not by faith 
in Christ, alone. People are being programmed today, through 
the Ecumenical Movement, for the One-World Religious 
System of the Antichrist. 

 Now, donôt get mad at me for saying it! We just teach the 
Bible. You ought to be the one who gets mad, because you have 
been lied to. You have been siphoned into this, and youôd better 
get your eyes open! If you read the Book of Revelation, this will 
be revealed to you, and you will have a decision to make.  You 
will find this in Revelation 18:4: 

 ñAnd I heard another voice from heaven, saying, Come out of 
her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that 
ye receive not of her plagues.ò 

12. In Chapter Nineteen, we have Armageddon. This is the 
time for the Marriage Supper of the Lamb, Jesus Christ, to the 
Bride that is the True Church. It is the Body of Christ made up 
of every born-again believer. You donôt even have to be a 
member of a local church to be a member of the Body of Christ. 
The minute you believe, you become a member of the Body of 
Christ. In 1 Corinthians 12:13 we are told,  

ñFOR BY ONE SPIRIT are we all baptized into one body, 
whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; 
and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.ò  

 This is the baptism of the Holy Spirit, not of the preacher 
or the water. ñFor by one Spirit are we all baptized into one 
body...,ò is referring to the Body of Christ. That is the Spiritual 
Body of Christ, with Christ being the Head. 

13. Then, in Revelation 19, Christ comes to the Earth with His 
armies, and destroys the forces of the Antichrist, now gathered 
in Israel at Armageddon, in the Valley of Megiddo. The seven 
years are now over. This takes place at the end of the seven-year 
Tribulation Period.  

14. In Chapter Twenty, we have the Kingdom pictured. Christ 
establishes the 1,000-year Kingdom of Peace, prophesied in 
Isaiah 11, and in many other prophecies in the Book of Isaiah. 

15. The unsaved dead of all the ages are judged at the Great 
White Throne Judgment, and those not found written in the 
Book of Life are cast into the Lake of Fire. Theyôve been in 
Hell (English language), or Hades (in the Greek), in the center 
of the Earth in a place of Torment. They will be brought up, at 
the end of the Kingdom, to stand before the Great White Throne 
Judgment and receive their degrees of punishment. They will 
then be cast into the Lake of Fire, before the New Heavens and the New Earth are created. 

16. In Chapters Twenty-One, and Twenty-Two, the New Heavens and Earth are formed. The New Jerusalem 
descends to the Earth. The Redeemed are with Christ in joy for all remaining Eternity.  

 What a glorious, Blessed Hope we have in the Lord Jesus Christ! 

Food for Thought: 

Youôve had relatives that have been 
caught up into a cult religion. I was 
talking to a man just the other day and I 
said to him, ñIôd like to come down and 
talk to you.ò 

He said, ñWhat about?ò 

I said, ñIôd like to talk to you about 
the New World Translation (the 
Jehovahôs Witnessesô Bible), the most 
perverted thing there is.ò He is a 
Jehovahôs Witness. I said, ñIôd like to talk 
to you about the Hell that you denounce 
and donôt believe in, and about a Heaven 
that you donôt believe in, only for the 
144,000.ò I asked him, ñHave you ever 
studied Greek?ò 

ñNo, I havenôt. 

I said, ñThe New World Translation 
is the most perverted translation I have 
ever seen in my life. Iôve written those 
folks from the Jehovahôs Witnesses three 
times to tell me who these so-called 
scholars are who made this perversion.ò 

He said, ñOh, youôll never get their 
names.ò 

I told him, ñWhy would you not? 
That shows they are counterfeit right off 
of the bat! If they did something, they 
ought to be able to stand up and say, óI 
did this,ô if they are proud of what they 
have done and have done it correctly.ò 

They know that if anyone knows 
anything about the Greek language, and 
deciphers the perversion of what these 
people have done to brainwash the people 
that are in the Jehovahôs Witnesses, their 
lies will be revealed. Thatôs the reason 
you are deceived. You do not know 
anything about the Greek. You are the 
people that they are after!ò 
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O. DEFINITION OF TERMS 

1.   Proper Title of the Book. 

First of all, when you see ñThe Revelation of Saint John, the Divineò at the head of Chapter One, which is 
the title given to the Book by the translators of the King James Translation. You are not a ñsaintò because a 
certain church canonizes you after death, and places your statue in their churches. All believers are called 
ñsaints.ò John was a believer, and, as such, a ñsaint.ò He had been ñset apartò by the indwelling of the Holy Spirit 
the moment he believed. We must be ñin Christ Jesusò to be a ñsaint.ò This is made very clear by 1 Corinthians 1:2, 

ñUnto the church of God which is at Corinth, to them that are sanctified [hagiazǾ: Gr. ómade holyô]  in 
Christ Jesus, called to be saints [hagios: Gr. óholyô], with all that in every place call upon the name of 
Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs and ours:ò 

Here is the literal reading from the Greek: 

ñTo the assembly of God which is in Corinth, having been sanctified [hagiazǾ: Gr. ómade holyô] in 
Christ Jesus, called saints [hagios: Gr. óholyô], with all those calling on the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ in every place, both theirs and ours:ò (1 Corinthians 1:2, The Interlinear Greek-English New 
Testament: Zondervan). 

We find that Hebrews 10:10 establishes the only way a person can be sanctified, or made holy. 

ñBy the which will we are sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for-all. 

John was a ñsaintò because he believed that Jesus Christ died on the Cross to pay for his sinðafter all, he 
was present at the Crucifixion! He was ALSO a theologian, and the Old English label for such a one, was 
ñDivine.ò The King James translators never thought that John was, in any sense, divine, or part of Deity. 
ñDivineò was simply the title given to a theologian. ñThe Revelation of Saint John, the Divineò does not appear 
in the Original. Youôre going to find out the proper title of the Book of Revelation should be as Chapter One 
gives it in the First Verse,  

ñTHE REVELATION [Gr. óapokalypsisô] OF JESUS CHRIST, which God gave unto him, to shew unto his 
servants things which must shortly come to pass; and he sent and signified it by his angel unto his 
servant John:ò (Revelation 1:1).  

The Greek word, ñapokalypsis,ò means ñappearing, coming, lighten, manifestation, be revealed, a 
revelation.ò ñThe Revelation of Jesus Christò is the title of the Book of Revelation. 

We believe that the best, and proper title, for this wonderful book is its biblical one, ñThe Revelation of 
Jesus Christ.ò In the Greek, the initial word ñtheò does not occur, therefore the exact title would be, ñA 
Revelation of Jesus Christ,ò and this is precisely what this book is. It is a showing forth of Jesus Christ as Lord 
of Lords, and King of Kings, who returns at the end of the Tribulation Period to rescue His people, Israel, and all 
Christians who have not taken the Mark of the Beast. 

Another title for this book is ñthe Apocalypse.ò This is the Anglicized spelling of the first word of this book, 
as itôs found in the original Greek. This word means ña revelation.ò The word ñapocalypseò is actually a 
transliteration of the Greek word, ñapokalypsis,ò and it comes from ñapoò meaning ñfrom,ò and ñluptoò meaning 
ñto conceal.ò Therefore, ñThe Apocalypseò signifies ñthe removing of the veil from that which was previously 
concealed.ò It is a revelation of things previously hidden. Many of the visions are identical to those we find in 
Daniel, Isaiah, Joel, and the other prophets; only, now, we have additional details. The Old Testament, in many 
cases, is truly the dictionary and the commentary which explains the Apocalypse. 

We will also refer, from time to time, back to the Book of Daniel, because these two books are companion 
books. Daniel speaks a lot about the world governments, and the Fourth Beast, an extension down through to the 
Tribulation Period showing a matching identification of the Antichrist. So, we will be going back and forth 
between the Book of Revelation, and the Book of Daniel, on some of these key verses to help explain that. 

2.  ñThe Abomination of Desolation.ò  

What Is the ñAbomination of Desolation?ò What does that mean? That is the desecration of the Temple by 
the Antichrist in the middle of the Tribulation Period. It is his final attempt to force the Jews to worship him, 
according to Daniel 9:27; Matthew 24:15; 2 Thessalonians 2:4-12. 
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3.   Who Is the Antichrist? 

What do you mean by the Antichrist? It is a name taken from 1st and 2nd John. In Daniel, he is referred to as 
ñthe Little Hornò (Daniel 8:9-11), and ñthe vile personò (Daniel 11:21-44). In 2 Thessalonians, he is referred to 
as ñthe Son of Perdition.ò In the Book of Revelation he is referred to as ñthe beast...out of the seaò (13:1), or ñthe 
sea of people.ò 

Satan so completely possesses this man, as to amount to an incarnation. That is why he, as the second 
person of the Unholy Trinity, is a counterfeit Christ. He is a counterfeit ñEmmanuel,ò meaning ñGod with us.ò 
That is why there are three personages in the Unholy Trinity. Satan is the Anti-god, who indwells the Antichrist. 
The False Prophet is the counterfeit Holy Spirit, because he does not promote himself. He only desires for the 
world to worship ñthe Beast,ò as the Antichrist is known in the Book of Revelation. Scriptures show that he, as 
Judas Iscariot, will become indwelt by Satan. These are the only two individuals that we find in Scripture who 
were ever, personally, indwelt by Satan, himself. 

We have demon possession today. When you study your Bible on demon-ism, and realize the similarity to 
what we have today, it will absolutely shock you.  The crime rate and the actions of some people today, parallel 
what Scripture says we will see at the end of the Tribulation Period. Rememberðthe end of the Tribulation 
Period occurs seven years AFTER the Rapture, yet we see these things happening today!  

We have seen Satan worship, with Anton Levay, the founder of the Satanic Church in California. Mr. Levay 
died October 29, 1997, and was cremated.  A down-payment on what he is now suffering for all eternity. If he 
believed what he said, he is in Hell today. For a short time, the Satanic Church was led by Levayôs son, but it has 
since passed into other hands. These men were demon possessed! 

Satan, personally, possessed only two people, but he has many fallen angels that are demons today. They, 
also, can possess people. They did so at the time of Christ, raising havoc, and can do so today. They are strong, 
and they can affect you physically, but they can never indwell a believer (1 John 4:4). 

The Antichrist will oppose Christ and His children, His saints (the believers), and the Jews. He will be first 
hailed as ñthe Man of Peaceò (Dan. 11:21), and given unlimited power by the European countries. Even the 
United States and Israel will be part of this. At his rise, the Antichrist will be only a man, but with great satanic 
power. Remember, Satan, is so powerful that even... 

ñMichael the archangel, when contending with the devil he disputed about the body of Moses, durst not 
bring against him a railing accusation, but said, The Lord rebuke theeò (Jude 1:9).   

His sudden, sensational, rise as the ñcounterfeit saviorò of a world threatened by destruction, will mark the 
beginning of the ñthe end.ò (Matthew 24:14). His later attempt to annihilate the Jews will bring about his defeat 
at Jerusalem by the Return of Christ. He will rise to power in the first three-and-a-half years, and then he will 
declare himself to be God, sitting in the rebuilt Temple at Jerusalem.  During the last three-and-a-half years, he 
will require you to take the ñMark of the Beast.ò 

4.   Eschatology. 

What do we mean when we refer to Eschatology?  Eschatology is from two Greek words, ñeschatos,ò 
meaning ñlast,ò and ñlogos,ò  meaning ñword.ò It is the study of Godôs ñlast wordsò to us about the future, or the 
study of the Doctrine of the Last Things, or the Last Days.ò Eschatology can also be called ñthe study of the 
Prophetic Scripture.  

5.   The False Prophet. 

What do you mean by the ñFalse Prophet?ò There will be many false prophets, according to 1 John 4:1, 

 ñBeloved, believe not every spirit [Gr. pneuma], but try the spirits [pneuma] whether they are of God: 
because many false prophets [pseudoprophǛtǛs]are gone out into the worldò  

The term ñfalse prophetò is translated from two Greek words: ñpseudosò and ñprophetes,ò meaning a 
ñspurious prophet, i.e. pretended fore teller or religious impostor.ò Therefore, those false prophets would be men, 
or women, indwelt by demons, who present themselves as giving out Godôs Word, but are actually giving out a 
false, demonic message.  



Introduction 

39 

 

 During the Tribulation Period, the Antichrist will be the political ruler who will ñwork the works of Satan.ò 
(1 John 3:8). The False Prophet is not just anyone. He will be the religious ruler who will under-gird the work of 
the Antichrist. While the Antichrist is personally indwelt by Satan, himself; the False Prophet is indwelt by one 
of Satanôs very strong demons. The False Prophet never will attempt to promote himself. He will never become 
an object of worship. He will do the work of the prophet, in that he directs attention away from himself to the 
Antichrist, as the only one, he says, who has the right to be worshiped. He throws all of his power into this. 

The False Prophet will imitate many miracles of God. He will cause fire to come down from Heaven in 
imitation of the miracles of Elijah, in order to convince the Nation of Israel that he, the False Prophet, is Elijah. 
He is going to try to persuade them that he is the Elijah, whom Malachi had promised to come. (Mal. 3:1) 
Having achieved this deception, the False Prophet will declare that, since this miracle of bringing fire down from 
Heaven shows that he is Elijah, therefore the Antichrist is truly Christ and should be worshiped. 

He will motivate the unbelievers to build an image of the Beast:  

ò..saying to them that dwell on the Earth, that they should make an image to the beast (Antichrist)ò 
(Revelation 13:14b).  

Through some satanic miracle, or technological marvel, He will cause this image to talk and somehow come 
to life. 

ñThis false prophet is a worker of signs and miracles (See Matthew 24:24). 

 óFor there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and SHALL SHEW GREAT SIGNS AND 
WONDERS; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect (Israel).ô  

Our Lord warned against this false prophet. His deception is that he imitates Elijah in bringing down 
fire from heaven. He is a combination of Jannes and Jambres. See Exodus 7:11,12:  

óThen Pharaoh also called the wise men and the sorcerers: now the magicians of Egypt, THEY 
ALSO DID IN LIKE MAN NER WITH THEIR ENCHANTMENTS (11).  For they cast down every 
man his rod, and they became serpents: but Aaron's rod swallowed up their rodsô (12). 

In other words, they were clever magicians, and I believe they had satanic power. This Beast in the 
end time will also have satanic power.ò(Thru The Bible with J. Vernon McGee) 

 

When the people see this miracle, theyôll fall down and worship the Antichrist, believing him to be the true 
Christ. You have the same thing today. Everyone today wants to see some miracle or mirage. You often hear of 
some dead person appearing here, or there. Or, there has been miraculous appearance of someone from the 
Catholic pantheon of idols. This is all satanic, Folks! We just have gullible people that want something to 
believe, religiously, to justify that the religion that they belong to is correct. How foolish can you be? 

The Word of God is the Guideline, and the Foundation, of all of that is true or false. When you take away 
the Bible as your measure for judging what is right or wrong, and what is true or false, then youôre in deep 
trouble, because Satan will deceive you. The only way you can ever find out the truth is to read the Bible to see 
if what you are being told corresponds with the Word of God. If it doesnôt, then youôre being deceived, and there 
are no ñif, ands, or buts about it!ò 

6.   What Do You Mean By Heaven? 

The Heaven (s) referred to in the Scriptures, are:  

a. First of all, the starry heavens, spoken of in Genesis, Chapter One. 

b. Second, the atmospheric heavens in which the birds fly, as in Jeremiah 4:25.  

c. Third, the place where God manifests His Presence is called ñthe Third Heaven.ò Thatôs where the 
Redeemed have an eternal home prepared for them, as 2 Corinthians 5:1 states.  

ñFor we know that if our Earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of God, an 
house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.ò  
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The New Testament emphasizes the fact that, when believers leave this life for Heaven they are alive and 
ñpresent with the Lord,ò as we are told in 2 Corinthians 5:8,  

ñWe are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the body, and to be present with the Lord.ò   

After the Millennium, God will make a New Heavens and New Earth where sin will forever be done away 
with. (Rev. 21:1). Upon this New Earth, the Heavenly New Jerusalem will descend, and on this New Earth and 
in this new city, the redeemed will dwell throughout all Eternity with Christ. Therefore, when we talk about 
Heaven, you will know there are three heavens, and the third one is where our eternal home is located. 

7.   What Do We Mean By the ñLast Days?ò 

What are we saying when we refer to the ñLast Days?ò The ñLast Daysò are the days immediately prior to 
the Rapture of the saints, and the ushering in of the Tribulation Period of seven years. The Apostle Paul 
considered the Rapture might happen at any moment, in his time, and expressed this in Hebrews 1:2, 

 ñHath in these LAST DAYS spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by 
whom also he made the worlds;ò   

8.   What Do We Mean By ñMillennium?ò 

From Revelation 20:1-3, we find the Millennium is the thousand-year reign of Christ, immediately 
following the Great Tribulation. ñMillenniumò is from the Latin word ñmilleò which means ñthousand,ò and 
ñannumò which means ñyear.ò It is so translated in the Latin Vulgate. In Greek, it is translated from ñchilioiò 
meaning ñthousand,ò and ñetosò meaning ñyear.ò This is where the word ñchiliasmò comes from. 

Let us pause to learn about the rejection of ñchiliasm,ò as set forth in Martin Lutherôs false doctrine of 
Eschatology. 

In their booklet entitled ñTHE DOCTRINAL POSITION of the MISSOURI SYNOD,ò they state precisely 
what they reject concerning the Millennium, or the 1,000-Year Kingdom Reign of Christ on Earth as King of 
Kings, and Lord of Lords. 

42. ñWith the Augsburg Confession (Art. XVII). We reject every type of Millennialism, or 
Chiliasm, the opinions that Christ will return visibly to this Earth a thousand years before the end of 
the world...ò (P.19, Par. 42).ò 

The above is not just the OPINION of the Missouri Synod of the Lutheran Church, about what Martin 
Luther believed, as is often claimed. This is what Luther, personally, believed and taught. Martin Lutherôs 
ñEschatologyò consisted of life, death, sleep in the grave for an undetermined length of time, and a general 
resurrection of one last day. Here are the words of the man, himself. 

ñWe must consider the coffin as nothing more than the bosom of our Lord, or paradise, the grave as 
nothing more than a downy bed on which to lay ourselves. . . . Death and grave mean nothing more 
than that God neatly lays you as a child in his cradle, or soft little bed where you sweetly sleep until 
the Day of Judgment. ...Luther prayed, "Help us not to fear but to desire death." He confessed, "We 
should be happy to be dead and desire to die." (The Theology of Martin Luther, by Paul Althaus). 

ñEven so likewise God will deal at the DAY OF JUDGMENT [emphasis mine] therewith he will 
separate all things through fire...will separate the righteous from the ungodly...the righteous shall 
ascend upwards into heaven and therein shall live everlastingly but the wicked as the dross and filth 
shall remain in hell and therein be damned... (p. 408, The Familiar Discourses of Dr. Martin Luther, 
tr. by H. Bell) 

 The Millennium is the prophesied, thousand-year period of time when Christ shall reign upon the Earth 
with a ñrod of iron.ò He will be the King of Kings. He will not listen to any of these atheists. There will be no 
catering to the hypocrisy of religious people trying to pretend they are children of God, and who run to the 
church on Sunday, and to the bar on Monday! The Savior, who called the Pharisees of old ñhypocritesò five 
times, and ended with Matthew 23:33, ñYe serpents, ye generation of vipers, how can ye escape the damnation 
of hell?ò...will undoubtedly have a few choice words for the modern-day Pharisees! 
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No! Christ will rule this Earth with a ñrod of iron.ò There will be no more rapes, thefts, murders, or crime of 
any kind. It will be an Earth, for a thousand years, as God intended it to be, in contrast to what mankind has done 
to destroy the beautiful things that God has given him, including his own life, many times. Satan will be bound 
during this period of time, and earthly peace will prevail.  

In the Old Testament, this period is described as the Kingdom of Heaven. Daniel 2:44, Isaiah 11, and 
Ezekiel 40-48, are the key Old Testament passages which describe the peace and righteousness of this time. 
Israel will be restored and converted. They will have an honored place in the Millennial Kingdom, and all of the 
land that God promised to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob will be inherited by them. God will fulfill all His promises 
to His Chosen People during the thousand-year Millennial Reign. They will rule and reign with Christ. 

9.  What Do We Mean By ñThe Rapture?ò 

One of the key passages for the event of the Rapture is found in 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18. In Verse 17, 
"caught up" is the Greek word, "HARPAZO," and means "to be raptured, or snatched away, forcibly and 
suddenly." The Latin word for "shall be caught up" is "rapiemur."  The Latin dictionary says that the root for the 
Latin word "rapiemur" is "rapio," which means "to snatch, grab, carry off, abduct.ò 

Birds of prey, also known as raptors, hunt and feed on other animals. The term, "raptor," is derived from the 
Latin word ñrapereò (meaning to seize or take by force). These birds are characterized by keen vision that allows 
them to detect prey during flight, and powerful talons and beaks. They swoop down out of the night to sink their 
talons deep, and carry off their prey. One moment the lamb is grazing, and the next he is caught upðnever to be 
seen again. 

Latin uses word endings to show case, number, gender, and tense, to clarify the meaning.  Many words are 
"transliterated" directly into English with English endings added. The Latin Vulgate Bible is the Latin translation 
of the Hebrew and Greek manuscripts by Jerome, completed around 405 A.D., and it does have the word 
ñrapiemurò in 1 Thessalonians 4:17.  

From the King James Translation, translated from the Greek of the Textus Receptus, and the best translation 
in existence today, we quote 1 Thessalonians 4:17, 

 ñThen we which are alive and remain shall be caught up [harpazo] together with them in the clouds, to 
meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.ò 

In 1 Thessalonians 4:17, the Latin Vulgate reads:  

"deinde nos qui vivimus qui relinquimur simul RAPIEMUR [CAUGHT UP] cum illis in 
nubibus obviam Domino in aera et sic semper cum Domino erimus."  

The Latin Text translated by Erasmus in 1555 reads the same and, also, contains the word ñrapiemur.ò  

"deinde nos qui uiuimus, qui relinqui erimus, fimul cum illis RAPIEMUR? [CAUGHT UP] 
in nubib occurfum domini in aëra, & fic femper cum domino erimus."  

There you have it. "Rapture" is a scriptural word...just in a different language, or translation! 

The Greek verb, ñharpazo,ò has various meanings according to the context; therefore, it is not translated by 
only one, uniform, English word. Here are some of the meanings indicated by the context of Scripture: 

1. "Catch up, or away;"   2. ñRapture by force of divine power;ò  3. ñSwiftly removed by force from one 
place to another;ò  4. ñTo pluck.ò 

P. PROOF OF THE RAPTURE BY SCRIPTURE REFERENCE. 

1.  John 10:28, 29, translated "pluck" from the Greek word "HARPAZO." 

"And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man PLUCK them out of 
my hand. (28) My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to PLUCK them 
out of my Father's handò (29). 

2.  John 6:15, translated "take by force" from the Greek "HARPAZO." 

"When Jesus therefore perceived that they would come and TAKE HIM BY FORCE, to make him a king, 
he departed again into a mountain himself alone."  

http://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/grab
http://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/carry_off
http://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/abduct
http://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/rapio#Latin
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bird
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Claw
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3.  Acts 8:39. This was when Philip was "caught away," translated from the Greek word, "HARPAZO." 

"And when they were come up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord CAUGHT AWAY Philip, that the 
eunuch saw him no more: and he went on his way rejoicing."  

4.  2 Corinthians 12:2, 4. Paul was ñcaught upò to Paradise, translated from the Greek word ñHARPAZO." 

"I knew a man in Christ above fourteen years ago, (whether in the body, I cannot tell; or whether out of 
the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;) such an one CAUGHT UP to the third heaven." (2). 

"How that he was CAUGHT UP into paradise, and heard unspeakable words, which it is not lawful for a 
man to utter" (4). 

5.  1 Thessalonians 4:17. This is the Rapture, when believers are "caught up," meaning ñforce exercised 
suddenly,ò translated from the Greek word "HARPAZO." 

"Then we which are alive and remain shall be CAUGHT UP together with them in the clouds, to meet the 
Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord." 

6.  Matthew 11:12, translated "take by force" from the Greek word "HARPAZO." 

"And from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffereth violence, and the 
violent TAKE IT BY FORCE." 

7.  Acts 23:10 translated "take by force." Paul, being rescued from the mob was ñtaken by force,ò translated 
from the Greek word "HARPAZO." 

"And when there arose a great dissension, the chief captain, fearing lest Paul should have been pulled in 
pieces of them, commanded the soldiers to go down, and to TAKE HIM BY FORCE from among them, 
and to bring him into the castle." 

8. Acts 1:11. At the Ascension, Christ was ñtaken upò into heaven, translated from the Greek word 
ñHARPAZO.ò 

"...Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is TAKEN UP from 
you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven." 

You and I, as Christians, because weôve received Jesus Christ as our Savior, will be at home in Heaven 
when the awful judgments in the Book of Revelation take place here on earth. God will direct them from 
Heaven, Himself. He will call this angel over and say, ñI want you to go down there. Move the sun closer to the 
Earth so that it will burn men, and they will seek to have relief, but they will find none!ò This is only one of 
Godôs judgments, as recorded in Revelation 16:8, 9: 

 ñAnd the fourth angel poured out his vial upon the sun; and power was given unto him to scorch men 
with fire. (8)  And men were scorched with great heat, and blasphemed the name of God, which hath 
power over these plagues: and they repented not to give him glory.ò  

Before we conclude this introduction, let me ask you this. Have you accepted Jesus Christ as your Savior? 
Thank God that He loved us, and He sent Jesus Christ to pay for our sin. In John 14:6, he says, 

ñéI am the way, the truth, and the life: and no man cometh unto the father, but by me.ò  

You can accept Christ, now, as your Savior, and miss this terrible time. I hope that youôll do that. 
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PICTORIAL ESSAY ON JOHN, THE APOSTLE 

 

John was exiled to the Isle of Patmos, located about 70 miles out in the Aegean Sea, by the Roman 
Emperor, Domitian. He was sent there in about 95 A.D., and was released after Domitianôs assassination in 96 
A.D. Rome had a penal camp on Patmos. Here in this isolated spot, away from his beloved Christian friends, 
John received the visions of what lies in the future that make up the Book of Revelation.  

In Revelation 1:9, John says, in his greeting to the churches that he ñis their brother, and companion in 
tribulation,ò and he had been ñsentencedò to this imprisonment ñfor the word of God and for the testimony of 
Jesus Christ.ò  

The cruel Domitian had ordered everyone to address him as ñOur Lord and God, Domitian.ò He was bitter 
in his treatment of both Jews and Christians, and John, as the last living Apostle, had been targeted. 

 

3. The Apostle John on Patmos. Artist: Pat  Marvenko Smith ï RevelationIllustrated.com  
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John writes that... ñI was in the Spirit on the Lord's day, and heard behind me a great voice, ...ò The great 
Apostle is talking with the Lord, as he had always done since those last, forty, glorious, days the disciples had 
spent with the Savior after the Resurrection. Each day after that, he had found sweet fellowship with his 
Savior, and Friend, by coming in the ñnew and living wayò to the foot of the throne of grace. At times, he did 
allow his memory to wander back to those precious times of walking at the Saviorôs side through the country 
of their birth. At his advanced age, he knew he would soon be seeing Him face to face again. What a joyful 
time that would be for John. Even though he had outrun Peter to see the empty tomb, he was going to be the 
last disciple to ñgo home.ò His friend had preceded him there, albeit, very painfully. 

Suddenly, there the Lord is, in person! But what an awesome personage John now beholds! This is not the 
person the Jews reviled as simply ñJoseph, the carpenterôs son.ò He is God Almighty. The Savior is not there 
to renew an old friendship, and even though John is aged and the last living apostle, the Savior is not through 
with him yet. John is now going to take Godôs final words, not just to the churches of Asia Minor, but to the 
world! So, get on your feet, John. You have a job to do. Even though it has been some two-thousand plus 
years since Johnôs time, the Savior says: 

 ñAnd, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his work 
shall be.ò  - Revelation 22:12.  

It was of vital importance to the Lord to inform mankind what happens if you do not trust Christ as your 
Savior before the Church is raptured, or, you die. It is even more so, now, some two thousand-plus years later! 
And, evidently, being a senior citizen is no excuse for not serving the Lord. 

 ñSaying, I am Alpha and Omega, the first and the last: and, What thou seest, write in a book, and 
send it unto the seven churches which are in Asia; unto Ephesus, and unto Smyrna, and unto 
Pergamos, and unto Thyatira, and unto Sardis, and unto Philadelphia, and unto Laodicea.ò  Revelation 
1:11 

The Lord instructed John to ñwrite in a bookò ñwhat thou seest.ò John, evidently, had the materials at 
hand, as the Lord would not have asked him to do something he could not do. There was evidently a way to 
get mail from Patmos to the mainland, or John would not have been instructed to ñsend it unto the seven 
churches.ò Domitian sent John to Patmos to keep him quiet. Isnôt it ironic that there are very few statues of 
Domitian, but Godôs Word, containing the Book of Revelation, goes around the world in every language? 

ñHeaven and Earth shall pass away; but my word shall not pass awayò (Matthew 24:35). 

 

 4. Surprised by the Lord. Artist: Pat Marvenko Smith. RevelationIllustrated.com  
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 òThe mystery of the seven stars which thou sawest in my right hand, and 
the seven golden candlesticks. The seven stars are the angels of the 
seven churches: and the seven candlesticks which thou sawest are the 
seven churches.ó   -  Revelation 1:20 

 

5. Christ In the Midst of His Churches. Artist: Chauncey Navarro 
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REVELATION : CHAPTER ONE 

Ȱ7RITE THE THINGS WHICH THOU HAST SEENȢȢȢȱ 

 ñBehold, the former things are come to pass, and new things do I declare: before they spring forth I tell 
you of them.ò (Isaiah 42:9) 

The Lord Jesus has given us a book which pre-writes History before it ever takes place. What a blessing it is 
to be able to see the future as God has prewritten it here in the Word of God. We find that Chapter One is the first 
part of the natural outline of the Book of Revelation given in Revelation 1:19.  

1. First Division: Chapter One.  

ñWrite the things which thou hast seen,...ò (19a). 

 The Past. John saw the vision of the Risen and Glorified Christ. He is the Lord of the Church. He is the 
Founder of the Church. It is not anyone else. It is none of the Apostles.  Itôs not Peter, itôs not the Baptists, itôs 
not the Lutherans, nor the Catholic organization. It is no one but Jesus Christ who is the Chief Cornerstone. 
He is the Founder of His Church. 

2. Second Division: Chapters Two and Three. 

ñ...and the things which are,...ò (19b). 

 The Present. The ñthings which areò are covered by Chapters Two and Three, and those are the Letters to the 
Seven Churches existing at the time of the Bookôs writing.  

3. Third Division: Chapters Four to Twenty-Two. 

"...and the things which shall be hereafter;ò (19c). 

 The Future. The ñthings which shall be hereafter,ò are covered by Chapter Four on to Chapter Twenty-Two. 
In ñ...the things which shall be hereafter,ò youôll never find a mention of the Church from Chapter Four on, 
because it is raptured before that seven-year Tribulation Period takes place. 

Revelation 1:1. Explanation of the Title. 

  ñThe Revelation.ò It is the Disclosure, the Apocalypse, not the sealed book. It is the Unveiling, letting us 
know what is going to happen. 

ñThe REVELATION OF JESUS CHRIST, which God gave unto him, to shew unto his servants things 
which must shortly come to pass; and he sent and signified it by his angel unto his servant John:ò  

In the First Century, they thought maybe the things written in the Book of Revelation were going to come to 
pass just in a few years after John wrote them. God doesnôt always run on our timetable. He tells us that ñA day 
with the Lord is as a thousand years.ò It doesnôt say ñIt IS a thousand years.ò but ñAS a thousand years.ò There is 
a time element, from Godôs perspective, that does not coincide exactly with time as man has it down here. We 
think, down here, if we live fifty or sixty years weôve really come right along. If we live up to eighty or ninety 
years old, we think, ñBoy, weôve had a long life!ò 

Time is only an island in Godôs Sea of Eternity. It has been allotted to man, so that God can allocate time to 
run His schedule, and to put things on a timetable for manôs benefit. Time is nothing with God. He has always 
been. He allots time to man so we can understand His workings, and the approximate time in which He is going 
to do something. 

Revelation 1:2. The Inspired Testimony.  

 ñWho bare record of the word of God, and of the testimony of Jesus Christ, and of all things that he saw.  

How did the Lord communicate the Book of Revelation to John? According to Revelation 1:1, 2, the Father 
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gave the revelation to the Son, and the Son gave it to the apostle, sometimes using ñHis angelò as intermediary. 
Sometimes, Christ, Himself, conveyed the information to John (Rev. 1:10, 11). At other times, an elder brought 
Christôs message to John (Rev. 7:13), or it was an angel (Rev. 17:1;19:9ï10). Sometimes a ñvoice from heavenò 
told John what to say and do (Rev. 10:4). But no matter how the book came from God to John, it was all inspired 
by the Spirit. 

Revelation 1:3. The Book with a Blessing. 

 BLESSED is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things which 
are written therein: for the time is at hand.ò   

We are saying the Book of Revelation is a blessing! Youôre going to be blessed as you follow along. Youôll 
be blessed if you just read it yourself! And the Holy Spirit will bless you with this reading here, because youôre 
going to find out what God has in the future. 

Revelation 1:4. The Letter Is Addressed to the Seven Churches of Asia Minor 

JOHN TO THE SEVEN CHURCHES which are in Asia: Grace be unto you, and peace, from him which is, 
and which was, and which is to come; and from the seven Spirits which are before his throne;ò  

ñJohn to the seven churches which are in Asia:ò John addresses his letter to the Seven Churches which 
were in the Roman Province of Asia. This area was governed by a proconsul, and is, therefore, sometimes called 
Proconsular Asia. This is the, present-day, western part of Turkey. The Seven Churches, or, it should be 
ñassemblies,ò were not buildings. The early church met in homes and temporary locations. They did not begin to 
acquire buildings until approximately 200 to 300 A.D. Weôre not talking about buildings, but the people, in the 
congregations, that make up these churches. Youôve got to remember, there were more churches in Asia Minor, at 
that time, than the seven mentioned in the Book of Revelation. At Colosse and Hierapolis, there existed 
congregations. Paul wrote an Epistle to the Colossians. These seven churches in the Book of Revelation, 
however, REPRESENT the entirety of the churches. 

 ñAnd from the seven Spirits which are before his throne;ò The Number Seven, in Scripture, represents 
divine completeness, therefore the sevens of this Book represent the entirety of the subject at hand. The seven 
churches represent all the churches. The seven spirits are a personification of the omnipresent Spirit of God, as 
Revelation 3:1 notifies us that Christ is the Possessor of the Seven Spirits. Notice Isaiah 11:1, 2, 

ñAnd there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his roots:  (v.1) 
And the... [1.] SPIRIT OF THE LORD shall rest upon him, the... [2.] SPIRIT OF WISDOM and... [3.] 
UNDERSTANDING, the... [4.] SPIRIT OF COUNSEL and...[5.] MIGHT, the... [6.] SPIRIT OF 
KNOWLEDGE and of the... [7.] FEAR of the LORD;ò 

Everything that God does can be identified in all these ways, plus many more. They are not limited. In 
Ephesians 1:17-20, we find that, by the grace of God, these seven abilities are also available to the Christian to 
strengthen him in living the Christian life.  

ñThat the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the... [1.]  SPIRIT OF 
WISDOM and [2.]  REVELATION IN THE KNOWLEDGE of him: (v.17) The eyes of your... [3.]  
UNDERSTANDING being enlightened; that ye may know what is the... [4.] HOPE OF HIS CALLING, and 
what the... [5.]  RICHES OF THE GLORY of his inheritance in the saints,(v. 18) what is the exceeding... 
[6.]  GREATNESS OF HIS POWER to us-ward who believe, according to the... [7.]  WORKING OF HIS 
MIGHTY POWER,ò  (19).  Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at 
his own right hand in the heavenly places,ò (20). 

So, too, do we have the Number Seven, Godôs number of divine completeness, with the Seven Seals, the 
Seven Trumpets, the Seven Bowls, and the Seven Thunders that are going to be described later. All represent the 
total span of these judgments. 

Revelation 1:5.  It Is Christôs Blood That Saves.   

ñAnd from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten of the dead, and the prince of 
the kings of the Earth. Unto him that loved us, and WASHED US FROM OUR SINS IN HIS OWN 
BLOOD,ò  

Along with that, turn with me now to 1 Peter 1:19, 
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ñBut with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot:ò  

Youôd be surprised at the letters that we get, and the people that we have talked to that have said, ñYou 
know, Pastor Younce, weôre so glad you have pointed us to the Lord Jesus. Yes, we believe that Jesus died for us, 
but in the church we went to Godôs Word was so diminished, and everything was water baptism for salvation. We 
heard very little of the Gospel. Oh, Yes. They would say that Jesus Christ shed His blood on the Cross, but if you 
want to be a part of the Body of Christ, youôve got to be water baptized. We were told that is what places you into 
the Body of Christ. You have stimulated us to study this. We now know that it is the blood of the Lord Jesus 
Christ that saves us, not our water baptism.ò  

Water baptism doesnôt put us into the Body of Christ. It is faith in Christ that puts us into the Body of Christ. 
We find that in 1 Corinthians 12:13, 

ñFor by one Spirit are we all baptized (or placed) into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether 
we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.ò  

I would like for you to read the last part of Revelation 1:5 again,  

ñUnto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood.ò   

The Apostle Peter said the same thing in 1 Peter 1:18, when he got on the congregation, there, for the Jewish 
traditions they were holding on to. We have the same thing today. People want to substitute tradition for the Word 
of God, and bring in things that have absolutely nothing to do with the Bible. They will appeal to the flesh and 
look religious, but they are meaningless to God. They are empty, and vain, and have no substance whatsoever! 

In 1 Peter 1:18-20, 

ñForasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your 
vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers;ò (18) BUT WITH THE PRECIOUS BLOOD OF 
CHRIST, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot (19):  Who verily was foreordained before the 
foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times for you,ò (20). 

We are redeemed ñwith the precious blood of Christ.ò Any church that teaches, or substitutes anything, for 
the finished work of the Lord Jesus Christ and salvation being by grace, is a cult religion. Mark it down! Many 
are coming on the scene. We are seeing some that are sending out prayer cloths, and you send a little bit of money 
back to them with it. These are big name organizations. One begins to wonder. People want to do something for 
God, but many times they are deceived by the phonies that are out there. These are charlatans who do anything 
that they possibly can to fleece you from your money. We just say to them, ñIf you have such a great ministry, go 
out and pastor a church. Amen?ò  If you ever needed one of these pastors that you hear on the radio and 
television, do you think they would be available?  

Let me just say this. We emphasize the local church here on the Heritage Radio Bible Class. Yes, we 
appreciate that you are listening to the radio ministry, but it is only a support to your faith as you attend a good 
Bible-teaching church. It is wonderful that we have pastors all over the United States that believe in the truth of 
the Word of God. You might have to hunt a little bit to find them, but they are out there. 

Revelation 1:6.  The Believerôs Royal Priesthood. 

ñAnd hath made us KINGS AND PRIESTS unto God and his Father; to him be glory and dominion for 
ever and ever. Amen.ò  

We find out that we Christians, who have trusted in Christ, are todayôs kings and priests. We are kings in 
that, as Christôs servants, we are not under bondage to man. We are priests in that, we, ourselves, can come 
directly to God in prayer because of the finished work of the Lord Jesus Christ. We need no human ministers, or 
priests, to ever intercede for us. In fact, the Bible says in 1 Timothy 2:5, 

ñFor there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus;ò  

ñThere is one mediator between God and man...,ò and God says who it is. It is Christ Jesus, not any human 
being. 

As we begin to get a little background here, we find out that there are many Christians who are not fully 
aware of the royalty of their inheritance. We tend to look with awe at those in high office, such as presidents, 
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kings, and czars. We see their privileged position, and all the benefits they receive from this elevation, but Christ 
has made every Christian a king and a priest. He has given us royalty, and our destiny is a royal destiny!  

In the Old Testament, only the priest had the right to the access of God. When a male Jew entered the 
Temple, he could pass through the Court of the Gentiles, the Court of the Women, the Court of the Israelites; but, 
there, he must stop. Into the Court of the Priests he could not go.  By our new birth in Christ, we now have royal 
blood, and we can come directly and boldly into the Throne of Grace. We are told that in Hebrews 4:16, 

 ñLet us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help 
in time of need.ò  

We are to come boldly before the Throne of Grace. God wants each Christian to come directly to Him. You 
donôt have to go through a church, a priest, or get down on your knees. You can be driving in your car and you 
may want to talk to the Lord. Well, start talking to Him! He wants a personal relationship with you. He doesnôt 
want other intercessors to get in the way. You go to the Lord Jesus. 

Religion will always try to enslave you. They will always try to get you to go to a man. Wherever you have 
those requirements, you have a cult religion. You have a counterfeit religion. You have religion, but you do not 
have Christianity! As weôve said a thousand times, any preacher that points you to Jesus Christðthat preacher 
loves the Lord. Any preacher that says, ñYou come to me and Iôll forgive your sins,ò is a false preacher. Christ is 
the Christo-centric vertebrae of the Bible. It is the Lord Jesus Christ who forgives our sins. 

We find out that, in Johnôs day, Roman citizenship was for the privileged few. John was not a citizen, but he 
rejoiced in the fact that, in Christ, he now had a heavenly citizenship. He was not only a citizen, but a king, and a 
priest of the heavenly family, himself. What an inheritance that you and I have! 

Revelation 1:7. The Theme of the Book: ñBehold, He Cometh With Cloudséò 

ñBehold, he cometh with clouds; and EVERY EYE SHALL SEE HIM, and they also which pierced him: 
and all kindreds of the Earth shall wail because of him. Even so, Amen.ò  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John sees Christ coming in the clouds with power and glory at the end of the seven-year Tribulation Period. 
You will find wherever Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, refer to the coming of the Lord Jesus, it is never the 
Rapture of the Church.  

Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John never knew of the Rapture. They only knew about two of the ñMountain 
Peaks of Prophecy.ò They saw the first mountain peak, when Christ was going to die on Mount Calvary. They 
saw the second mountain peak when Christ is coming back in Revelation, Chapter 19, riding the white horse to 
execute judgment upon this Earth. They never saw the valley in between. That valley is the Church Age, from 
Pentecost until the Rapture, when Jesus Christ comes as described in 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18. The Rapture will 
be immediately followed by the Seven-Year Tribulation Period, for which the Rapture is the precipitating event. 

So, when we come to ñevery eye shall see himé,ò there is an amazing thing here. How did John know that 
ñevery eye shall see himé?ò That is a very interesting thing. The Lord had spoken of this earlier in Matthew 
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24:29, 30, also, in Matthew, Chapter 25. At that time, he will slay the armies of the Antichrist gathered in Israel at 
Armageddon.  We will get to that in Revelation, Chapter 19. Here we have the Prelude, at the beginning of the 
Book of Revelation, where it ñflashes outò with that mighty theme of the Book, ñBehold, he comes with clouds 
and every eye shall see him.ò 

Those that ñwailò here are the remnant of Israel, and the Gentiles who have trusted Christ during the 
Tribulation Period. These cry because they have so long turned their backs on their Savior. As they see the One 
who suffered for their sins, they break into wailing when they behold His wounds on their behalf. 

Revelation 1:8. 

ñI am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord, which is, and which was, and 
which is to come, the Almighty.ò  

Here is a self-proclamation by Christ that He is the ñAlpha and Omega.ò If you have any doubt as to whether 
these verses apply to the Father, or the Son, refer to Revelation 22:13, where they unmistakably apply to the Son. 

 ñI [Jesus] am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and the last.ò  

A few years ago, ministers and laymen alike, wondered how it would be possible for every eye to see the 
Lord Jesus Christ as He comes through those clouds. From a human standpoint, this seemed to be impossibility. 
However, on Monday, July 21, 1969, people from all over the world watched Neil Armstrong take his first step 
on the moon. Some of us may remember that. Through orbiting satellites that bounced radio and television signals 
back to Earth, every eye was able to see the event, simultaneously. John did not know about these things. He did 
not know about television, or satellites in orbit. He knew nothing about sending video and audio signals clear 
back to the Earth from being in space orbit, but the Holy Spirit knew about it. 

ñAll scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness:ò (2 Timothy 3:16). 

The Holy Spirit said, ñJohn, you write this down, óEvery eye is going to see Him.ôò How wonderful that is. 
Now, let us continue.  

ñHe is the ñAlpha and Omega, the Beginning and the Ending.ò The Lord Jesus Christ is the Creator. He 
is the start of humanity, as it tells us in Colossians  1:16, 17, 

ñFOR BY HIM WERE ALL THINGS CREATED, that are in heaven, and that are in Earth, visible and invisible, 
whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: ALL THINGS WERE CREATED BY HIM, and 
for him (16):  And he is before all things, and by him all things consistò (17). 

We are having another resurgence of Theistic Evolution. They are saying, ñWell, now we believe in an 
evolutionary type of creation. That is, God created the ñfirst blob,ò but then, He allowed it to evolve however it 
wanted to. As I said, that is called Theistic Evolution, and itôs a big bunch of trash! 

ñIn the beginning God created the heaven(s) and the Earth.ò   

Everything was in its perfect order.  

ñSo God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he 
themò (Genesis 1:27). 

In the beginning, ñGod created man in own his image.ò Mankind is doing everything they possibly can to 
discredit the Word of God. They even came out with this nonsense about Theistic Evolution in the Minneapolis 
Star Tribune.  

The term, ñTheistic Evolution,ò is an oxymoron. If God does something, it is ñTheistic,ò but God, the 
Creator, is the opposite of false ñEvolutionary Science.ò Satan is behind evolution; therefore, evolution cannot be 
ñtheistic.ò That is like saying ñI am absolutely unsure about that!ò They have some idiots they interview at the 
newspaper over there. I wish they would interview someone, sometime, who has some intelligence! You say, 
ñOh, Pastor Younce, You shouldnôt talk that way!ò My Friend, God talks that way! In fact, He said it more than 
once. Iôll just give you two: 

 ñThe fool hath said in his heart, There is no God. They are corrupt, they have done abominable works, 
there is none that doeth goodò (Psalm 14:1).  
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 ñThe fool hath said in his heart, There is no God. Corrupt are they, and have done abominable iniquity: 
there is none that doeth goodò (Psalm 53:1). 

Some of these modernistic preachers are coming out now, under the pressure of your feminist movement, 
and saying, ñOh, God can be a female.ò They are putting all this garbage out. Itôs a very interesting thing. If God 
is a female, why in the world do we pray, ñOur Father which art in Heaven,ò in the Book of Matthew? If that is 
true, why wasnôt Jesus Christ a female? What you have are hard-headed women, portraying themselves as fools, 
in denying the Word of God. They want their feministic rights, and they want to overrule God. These are your 
God deniers under the disguise of religion. These are not women that love the Lord, but women that defy the 
Lord. These are women that want to do away with the Bible, make God a female, and they publish this garbage in 
the Star Tribune! It would be nice if they would get somebody, on the positive side, who would quote from Godôs 
Word, but this is the bias of the newspapers that we have today. Anything degrading the Bible, they are going to 
publish for nothing. When someone stands up for the Bible, and can prove the Bible to be true, they donôt want 
anything to do with that. 

At the time of this writing, there are three women candidates from both major parties, who are contending for 
the highest office of our landðthe Presidency! In fact, this is the second run for one of them. They do not realize 
this is part of what brought down the nation of Israel. Let us take note of how God sent the Prophet Isaiah to 
plead with the nation in Isaiah 3:12, 

 ñAs for my people, children are their oppressors, and women rule over them. O my people, they which 
lead thee cause thee to err, and destroy the way of thy paths.ò 

ñThey which lead thee cause thee to err, and destroy the way of thy paths.ò Now, there is a quote worth 
repeating. ñThey which lead thee cause thee to err, and destroy the way of thy paths.ò Ladies, donôt take offense 
to Pastor Younce. God said that, not Pastor Younce! I have to say that we have many lovely ladies in our church. 
God bless them, and we need every one of them! It gives me great joy to say that they, all, agree with God as to 
how a woman is to serve Him. If God was against having a woman in leadership over the nation of Israel, should 
not we realize that He would be against having a woman as President of this great country of ours? 

Revelation 1:9. ñJohn, a Brother and Companion in Tribulation.ò 

Letôs go back and pick up Verse Nine, 

ñI John, who also am YOUR BROTHER, AND COMPANION IN TRIBULATION, and in the kingdom and 
patience of Jesus Christ, was in the isle that is called Patmos, for the word of God, and for the testimony 
of Jesus Christ.ò  

Here, we find John in exile on an island located about seventy miles from Ephesus. John had pastored the 
churches, there, in Asia Minor. Now, after being sent to prison by Domitian, he has become a ñcompanion in 
tribulationò with the other disciples. In Mark 10:35-45, we find that James and John asked for thrones, yet in the 
later years, they were both given tribulation. James was slain in Acts Twelve, and, now, John suffers in exile. He 
was exiled because of the Word of God which he had preached. 

You know it is interesting that John mentions the sea twenty-five times in this book. He, also, says he was, 
ñ...in the isleéin the spiritéò What a wonderful situation. Our geographical location ought never to rob us of our 
spiritual blessings. In this case, John is being blessed with an opportunity to serve His Lord again, and Johnôs 
faithfulness in tribulation has given us ñthe Book that we can read to receive a blessing.ò 

Revelation 1:10. ñA Great Voice, As of a Trumpet.ò  

ñI was in the Spirit on the Lord's day, and heard behind me a GREAT VOICE, AS OF A TRUMPET,ò  

We find here that John hears the voice of Christ ñas a trumpet.ò Trumpets are important in the Book of 
Revelation: 

1. In Revelation 4:1, the trumpet calls John up to Heaven, a picture of the Rapture. 

2. In Revelation 8, 9; 11:15-19, trumpets signal the wrath of God poured out upon the world. 

3. And in the Old Testament, the Jews used trumpets to gather the assembly. We find that the Temple Institute 
in Jerusalem has certain trumpets already prepared to use for their services in what they believe is going to be 
their rebuilt Temple, but will actually be the Tribulation Temple. 
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ñIn the Holy Temple, silver trumpets are used during the Divine service, as well as for announcing 
the arrival of the Shabbat, the New Moon, the three Festivals, and for other various occasions. The 
gold-plated shofar, (ram's horn), is blown in the Holy Temple on Rosh Hashana. The silver-
plated shofar, (ram's horn), is blown in the Holy Temple on fast days.ò [They already have them 
manufactured and waiting.] http://www.templeinstitute. org/vessels_gallery_17.htm 

4. In Numbers 10:9, they used them to announce war,  

ñAnd if ye go to war in your land against the enemy that oppresseth you, then ye shall blow an alarm with 
the trumpets; and ye shall be remembered before the LORD your God, and ye shall be saved from your 
enemies.ò  

 They used them to announce special days. Notice Numbers 10:10, 

 ñAlso in the day of your gladness, and in your solemn days, and in the beginnings of your months, ye 
shall blow with the trumpets over your burnt offerings, and over the sacrifices of your peace offerings; that 
they may be to you for a memorial before your God: I am the LORD your God.ò  

5. In 1 Thessalonians 4:16, 17, Godôs trumpet will call the Church home, 

ñFor the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with 
the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first (16):  

Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord 
in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lordò (17). 

When you speak about the Lordôs Coming, you always have the God-deniers, and infidels. You have some of 
these modernistic preachers coming out and saying, ñOh, we donôt believe in a Rapture.ò Then, you donôt believe 
the Bible. Read 1Thessalonians 4:13-17. Itôs there! A promise of the coming of the Lord Jesus is, also, at the end 
of every chapter in the Book of 1 Thessalonians.Yes, the promise of the Lord Jesusô coming rings all through the 
Bible, and He is coming! But in Isaiah 53:1, they said the same thing about His First Coming.  

 ñWho hath believed our report? and to whom is the arm of the LORD revealed?ò  

ñWhere is the promise of His coming?ò they say. If youôre not saved, youôre going to hate hearing about the 
Rapture, because youôre not going to meet Jesus in the clouds. And, if youôre not looking for His Second Coming, 
then you havenôt trusted Him in the First Coming. Youôve got religion, but you donôt have Christ. If you loved 
the Lord Jesus, youôd remember the last word back from Heaven, when He ascended, in Acts1:11, was, ñIôm 
coming again.ò 

 ñéYe men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you 
into heaven, SHALL SO COME IN LIKE MANNER AS YE HAVE SEEN HIM GO into heaven.ò  

If you deny His Second Coming, you are denying the Rapture when He comes to take the Church home. One 
man asked not long ago: ñAre those that are alive going to recognize those that are the dead in Christ on the way 
up?ò I said, ñI donôt know, but they sometimes call the Baptists the ódead in Christ.ôò That was supposed to be 
humorous. When the Bible speaks of the ñdead in Christ,ò however, it is talking about, literally, being dead. 
These were Christians who were ñin Christ,ò who have died. They will be raptured first. God knew there would 
be religious people who are going to deny the Rapture. They are going to deny the Lord Jesusô Coming, and He 
tells them here in 2 Peter 3:3 

 ñKnowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts, And 
saying, Where is the promise of his coming?ò  

Revelation 1:11. ñAlpha and Omega.ò 

ñSAYING, I AM Alpha and Omega, the first and the last: and, What thou seest, write in a book, and send 
it unto the seven churches which are in Asia; unto Ephesus, and unto Smyrna, and unto Pergamos, and 
unto Thyatira, and unto Sardis, and unto Philadelphia, and unto Laodicea.ò  

He names the seven churches that we will find, as we go on into Chapter Two,  

1. Ephesus is the Apostolic Church. (2:1-7). 

2. Smyrna is the Persecuted Church. (2:8-11) 
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3. Pergamos. (2:12-17). This church began to be married to the world under Constantine.  

4. Thyatira is the Church of Continual Sacrifice. (2:18-29). This is where Rome began to bring in purgatory, 
prayer beads, and holy water. All of these continual sacrifices are contrary to the Word of God. They brought 
those in during the Dark Ages.  

5. Sardis pictures the Reformation, or the New Birth. (3:1-6). Johan Gutenberg, of Germany, had the first 
printing press, printing the first Bible. During this time, there were great men who rose up in opposition to the 
Church of Rome, and all of the sacrifices they brought in by councils.  None of the sacrifices which the 
Church of Rome brought in were from the Word of God, whatsoever. 

6. The Church of Philadelphia is the Church of ñbrotherly love.ò (3:7-13) This is the time where you had David 
Livingston, Hudson Taylor of China Inland Missions, David Brainerd to the Native Americans, and Jonathan 
Goforth, a great, great missionary to China. There were many great men, during this time, who were 
preaching, ñYouôre ósaved by grace, through faith, not of yourselves, it is a gift of God, not of works, lest any 
man should boast.ôò It would be great if we had men like these today, wouldnôt it? Well, we do have some. 
We thank God for Bible teachers all over America, and God does have them around. 

7. Now we move to the Church of Laodicea. (3:14-22). This church characterizes the time we are living in 
todayðthe time of ñpeopleôs rights.ò It is a time when men are straying away from the spiritual leadership of 
the Bible, and turning to the humanistic philosophies of men. In Revelation 3:17, they claim to be rich, 
characteristic of the ecumenical church today. Rich and wealthy, but absolutely dead! This is what is called 
dead Protestantism. All of these churches picture this, as weôre going to see. 

Revelation 1:11. ñWrite it in a book.ò  

 ñSaying, I am Alpha and Omega, the first and the last: and, WHAT THOU SEEST, WRITE IN A BOOK 
[Greek, óbiblion,ô a scroll], and send it unto the seven churches which are in Asia; unto Ephesus, and unto 
Smyrna, and unto Pergamos, and unto Thyatira, and unto Sardis, and unto Philadelphia, and unto 
Laodicea.ò  

 ñWhat thou seest, write in a bookò The Greek word for scroll is biblion, and it is so translated in 
Revelation 6:14 when the heavens are seen to be departing as ña scroll when it is rolled together.ò 

 ñAnd the heaven departed as a scroll when it is rolled together; and every mountain and island were 
moved out of their places.ò  

In the 12 occurrences of the word ñbookò in the Book of Revelation, it is always translated from the Greek 
word, ñbiblion,ò meaning ñscroll.ò (See: Rev. 1:11; Rev.5:19; Rev. 6:14; Rev. 10:8; Rev. 13:8; Rev. 17:8; Rev. 
20:12; Rev. 21:27, Rev. 22:7, 9, 10, 18 (twice), 19). 

A little background: Papyrus was too brittle to be folded, so it was rolled to form a scroll.  Sometimes a 
scroll was anywhere from 35 to 40 yards in length, a long piece of scroll. The more durable animal parchment 
scroll, however, was mainly a possession of the wealthy. The first Christians were not wealthy and they could not 
afford such costly parchment scrolls. Their only means of writing the Christian message was on any strips of 
papyrus which they could obtain. These strips were then sewn together and formed a scroll. 

The Book of Revelation was written on a scroll. A book of pages which we are familiar with today is called a 
ñcodex.ò They did not come into use until the 2nd Century A.D., at the earliest. 

ñThe Codex Sinaiticus, one of the oldest manuscripts, was found by Lobegott Friedrich Constantin 
(von) Tischendorf. It was bought by the British Museum from Russia in the year 1933 for about 
$500,000. It was written in Greek about the 4th Century A.D. This ancient Bible text was written in 
brown ink, on three-hundred-twenty-six-and-a half-leaves, found in the Monastery of Saint 
Catherineôs on Mount Sinai. It had pages similar to books today.  

He (Tischendorf) was talking to one of the Stewards, just prior to departing, who advised him he had 
kept in his room some copied manuscripts the monks had discarded.  These contained about half of 
the Old Testament (Greek Translation, the Septuagint), and the New Testament, with the exclusion of 
Mark 16:9-20 and John 7:53-8:11.  Tischendorf secured these in return for some gifts to the 
monastery at Sinai.  They were given to the great Imperial Library at St. Petersburg, now Leningrad, 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+1%3A11
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Russia.  In 1933, the U.S.S.R. sold it to the British Museum in London, England, where it resides 
today.   

Since we have touched on this subject, even though the Codex Sinaiticus, also called Aleph, is one of 
the two oldest manuscripts of the Bible we have, as noted above, it is not necessarily the best. The 
complete information on this codex will be found in Appendix III, New Bible Versions. This 
collection of manuscripts omits some 4,000 words from the Gospels alone, plus, about 1500 readings 
that show up in none of the 5400 New Testament manuscripts of the Majority Text.  It also contains 
many other discrepancies.ò (work-menforchrist.org) 

But we thank God for preserving His Word. Anyone can buy a very inexpensive King James Translation of 
the Bible, and be assured that he has the very best translation that money can buy! 

ñHeaven and Earth shall pass away; but my word shall not pass awayò (Matthew 24:35). 

Revelation 1:12-17. The Savior Identified.   

 ñAnd I turned to see the voice that spake with me. And being turned, I saw seven golden candlesticks;ò  

We are going to find out the identity of the One who speaks with John, since God very simply explains it to 
us, Himself, in Revelation 1:13-17: 

 ñAnd in the midst of the seven candlesticks one like unto the Son of man, clothed with a garment down to 
the foot, and girt about the paps with a golden girdleò (13). His head and his hairs were white like wool, as 
white as snow; and his eyes were as a flame of fire; (14). And his feet like unto fine brass, as if they 
burned in a furnace; and his voice as the sound of many waters (15).  And he had in his right hand seven 
stars: and out of his mouth went a sharp twoedged sword: and his countenance was as the sun shineth in 
his strength (16). And when I saw him, I fell at his feet as dead. And he laid his right hand upon me, 
saying unto me, Fear not; I am the first and the lastò  (17):  

This is the Lord Jesus. Iôve had so many people come and say, ñYou know, I have seen Christ.ò My question 
to them was always, ñWhat did He look like?ò He is usually described with a beard, and with the long hair that 
you see in the picture that we have of Christ. But you have not seen Christ, and you have no idea what Christ 
looks like. Did He look like the description we have just read, when you saw Him? Did He have a sharp two-
edged sword coming out of His mouth, as in Revelation 1:16? Did He have in his right hand seven stars? Did you 
see that? Unless you have seen someone that matches this description here, you did not see Christ. What you saw 
was a counterfeit. This, along with the description given in Daniel 7:9, 10, are the only descriptions we have of 
Jesus Christ. 

Danielôs Description of Christ. Daniel 7:9, 10. 

ñI beheld till the thrones were cast down, and the Ancient of days did sit, whose garment was white as 
snow, and the hair of his head like the pure wool: his throne was like the fiery flame, and his wheels as 
burning fire (9).  A fiery stream issued and came forth from before him: thousand thousands ministered 
unto him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him: the judgment was set, and the books 
were opened (10).  

And in 1 Corinthians 15:8, Paul says,  

ñAnd last of all he was seen of me also, as of one born out of due time.ò 

Epliphazôs Dream. Job 4:12-16. 

No, you that claim to have had visions and dreams of Christ, I tell you that you do not need visions and 
dreams. You need to open your eyes, and look into the Word of God, which tells us there are no more visions and 
dreams today. There are none! But you do find in Job 4:12-16, that Eliphaz, one of Jobôs three ñfriendsò had a 
dream, which turned out to be a satanic dream.  

ñNow a thing was secretly brought to me, and mine ear received a little thereof (12). In thoughts from the 
visions of the night, when deep sleep falleth on men (13), Fear came upon me, and trembling, which 
made all my bones to shake (14). Then a spirit passed before my face; the hair of my flesh stood up 
(15): It stood still, but I could not discern the form thereof: an image was before mine eyes, there was 
silence, and I heard a voice, saying, (16).ò 
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He, then, continued to lay out his supposed message to Job in 32 more verses, extending to the end of 
Chapter Five. We often speak of ñthe patience of Job.ò Just put yourself in his place, now, as he lies in misery, 
covered with boils, and has to listen to a foolish friend go on, and on--about a dream? But...Eliphaz had a dream, 
and he related that to Job! Actually, he had a satanic dream. If you read through what he told Job (4:17-5:27), you 
will find it was all contrary to the Word of God. It was contrary to the purpose of God in Jobôs life. 

Satan lied to all Jobôs friends, and God rebuked them in Job 42:7-9. 

 ñAnd it was so, that after the LORD had spoken these words unto Job, the LORD said to Eliphaz the 
Temanite, My wrath is kindled against thee, and against thy two friends: for ye have not spoken of me the 
thing that is right, as my servant Job hath (7).  Therefore take unto you now seven bullocks and seven 
rams, and go to my servant Job, and offer up for yourselves a burnt offering; and my servant Job shall 
pray for you: for him will I accept: lest I deal with you after your folly, in that ye have not spoken of me the 
thing which is right, like my servant Job (8).  So Eliphaz the Temanite and Bildad the Shuhite and Zophar 
the Naamathite went, and did according as the LORD commanded them: the LORD also accepted Jobò 
(9).  

So, you CAN have a satanic dream. You can dream, if you want to visualize what Christ is like, but Christ 
does not appear to you. He has no reason to appear to you. He has given you the Word of God and that is all that 
you need. You will have your hands full teaching the Word of God from Genesis to Revelation. 

I love to study the Bible and, the more I study, the more I find out how much I donôt know. It is 
inexhaustible. When I get ready to die, if I have two minutes of having all my faculties before I die, Iôm probably 
going to say, ñLord Jesus, I wish I knew more.ò There are things I wish I knew more about, but the Word of God 
is inexhaustible. 

You have everything you need from Genesis to Revelation, and the last thing you need is a counterfeit of 
visions and dreams. Keep your eyes open, study more, and the less visions you will have, or need. We are not 
saying that to degrade anyone, whatsoever. We are saying it truthfully. You donôt need visions and you donôt 
need dreams. If you do not have enough faith in the Word of God, and you have to have a vision, or a dream, in 
order to substantiate your faith, youôre in bad shape, Brother! Youôre in real bad shape. 

All the prophecies we need are given in the Word of God, and you do not have enough faith knowing that all 
these hundreds of prophecies about Christ have taken place? All were fulfilled, including the ñthirty pieces 
silver.ò Not twenty-nine pieces of silver, not thirty-one. Exactly thirty pieces of silver. This was prophesied 
hundreds of years before Judas sold Him out for...how many pieces of silver? Thirty! 

God names names. He gives dates. He has given hundreds of prophecies that have come to pass. If you need 
more than that, then you donôt have faith in the Bible. You have faith in some dream that is going to let you 
down, and, probably, youôre satanicallyðand I make no apologies for thisðsatanically deceived. You need to 
strengthen your faith, and spend more time in the Word of God, with your eyes open, reading, believing, and 
trusting the Word of God like every other Christian. Our faith is in the Word of God. Amen? He wants you to 
have your trust in the Word of God that ñliveth and abideth forever.ò 

Revelation 1:18. Who Has the ñAuthorityò of the Keys? 

Weôd like to make a comment on Revelation 1:18. I believe it has significance, here, and I think it will be an 
encouragement to each and every one of us, 

1. ñI am he that livethéò That is Christ. 

2. ñAnd was dead;éò He was crucified. He could have summoned more than twelve legions of angels. 
That is more than 72,000 angels, as one legion is made up of 6,000 men. He could have killed those that 
were putting Him on the Cross, all at once! 

3. ñAnd, behold, I am alive for evermore,éò This is the Resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. Hell could 
not keep Him in the tomb. Satan could not keep Him in the tomb. The demons could not keep Him in 
the tomb. The Lord Jesus conquered Death, and He has arisen from the dead. He is alive today and ñever 
liveth to make intercession for us,ò we are told in Hebrews 7:25 and Romans 8:34. 

 4. ñAmen; and (I) have the keys of hell and of death.ò Let me say this. Itôs not your church that has the 
keys. Itôs not your pastor that has the keys. It is Christ, Himself, that has the keys of Hell and Death. He 
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is the One who permits death. He is the One who sometimes orchestrates death, as had happened to 
some in the Church at Corinth in Paulôs time. 

An Example: The Corinthian Church.  

In 1 Corinthians 11:30-32, we have the account of some in Corinth that were partaking of the Lordôs Supper, 
yet these ñdignitariesò of the church were drunkards. Like some today, they had one foot in the bar, and one foot 
in the church. Whenever you find a man that is associated with, and continues to endorse drinking of alcoholic 
beverages, but is a ñbig shotò in the church; you have a Diotrophes, as spoken of in 3 John 1:9-16. You have a 
false teacher. Is this the kind of teacher you want to teach your children that it is all right to drink? Some 
churches, through the use of alcoholic wine in their communion services, teach, by example that it is OK to drink. 
They do this, in spite of Godôs forbidding Israel to take strong drink into the Tabernacle, in Leviticus 10:9, 10, 

 ñDo not drink wine nor strong drink,...when ye go into the tabernacle of the congregation, lest ye 
die:...(9a)  

That ye may put difference between holy and unholy, and between unclean and clean;ò (10). 

Is it any wonder that God would have the Apostle Paul write to the Corinthians in Verse 30? 

 ñFOR THIS CAUSE many are weak and sickly among you, and many sleep (have died).ò 

Judgment had been rendered! Some of them had died. They had been profaning the Lordôs Supper. The 
ñdignitariesò would set their banquet tables, have their big feast, and get drunk! Therefore, God said, ñFor this 
causeò of making a mockery of the Lordôs Supper, you have eaten to yourself damnation.ò 

ñFor he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation (krima) unto himself, not 
discerning the Lord's bodyò (1 Corinthians 11:29). 

Literally, the word ñcondemnationò is ñkrimaò in the Greek, and it means you have brought upon yourself 
JUDGMENT. When we have the Lordôs Supper in our church, it is to remember that our Savior bled and died on 
Calvary to pay for the sin of the world. It is not a sacrament that imparts any type of grace to the partaker. It is an 
ordinance, of solemn commemoration, of what our Savior has already done for us. It is a time to remember that it 
cost Christ everything to offer us eternal life as a free gift! We are to do this... 

 ò..often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's death till he comeò (1 Corinthians 
11:26).  

That is why it is such a serious matter to partake of the Lordôs Supper in an ñunworthyò manner. Why does 
God view it as serious? It is a reminder that it cost Him the death of His Son.  

Revelation 1:18. The Encouragement. 

Revelation 1:18 can be of great comfort to all who have lost Christian loved ones, such as a child, or a 
husband or wife.  

ñI am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and HAVE THE KEYS 
OF HELL AND OF DEATH.ò (Revelation 1:18) 

Christ, Himself, experienced death, and because of the Resurrection, He emerged the Victor. Now, as Lord, 
He has the authority over Death and Hell. Keys represent authority. Christ controls all who enter, and all who 
leave Death and Hell. Consider what Lazarusô sister, Martha, said to our Lord, 

 ñLord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had not diedò (John 11:21). 

We note that, when Christ saw Mary and the others weeping at the tomb of Lazarus, He, also, wept out of 
compassion for their grief. He, being the infinite God, knew what He was about to do, but recognizing their 
humanity; He had compassion on them as they suffered in their grief. That is why mothers and fathers who have 
lost children, or anyone who has suffered through the loss of a loved one who is a Christian, can be comforted by 
the power of the One who has ñthe keys of hell and of death.ò Just as Jesus said to Mary that day, He says to you 
today. 

 ñI am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live:ò (John 
11:25). 
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There is something interesting here, as there are many religions and cults who claim to have the ñKey to the 
Scriptures.ò The Bible says that Christ alone has the ñkeys of hell and of death.ò Many of these cults have 
originated in the last 150 years, and they are coming up all over the place. I talked to a wonderful pastor in Grand 
Rapids, Minnesota, not long ago. He was telling me there are so many groups, actually cults, springing up in that 
city and the surrounding area, they canôt even keep track of them. And so it is everywhere! 

The Enemy: The Cults Do Not Have the Keys!  

It is true that in these ñlast days perilous times shall come. For men shall be lovers of their own selves...ò (2 
Timothy 3:1, 2), and Christ warns in the Book of Matthew, ñBeware of false prophets. Beware of false Christs.ò 
We are having them spring up everywhere! 

  ñFor many shall come in my name, saying, I am CHRIST; and shall deceive manyò (Matthew 24:5). 

 And many FALSE PROPHETS shall rise, and shall deceive many.ò (Matthew 24:11). 

The Error: Baptism By Proxy, Or Any Other Way, Will Not Give Eternal Life.  

We might say this, the Church of Jesus Christ of the Latter Day Saints, the Mormon Church, was organized 
on April 6, 1830. Its claim is that Joseph Smith was directed by a heavenly messenger, named Maroni, to a hill in 
upstate New York, and was shown a sacred record, engraved on metal plates, that had the appearance of gold. 
These are called the Golden Plates. These plates, purportedly, show a history of ancient civilizations in America 
from about 2200 B.C. to about 420 A.D.  

They, supposedly, give an account of Jesus Christôs ministry on the American Continent, and after His 
Crucifixion, also. One theological aspect of their belief is that those, who have died without a knowledge of the 
Gospel, may be baptized by proxy. So, they preserve millions of microfilmed baptismal records, and store them in 
a vault carved out of a solid granite mountain. This mountain is outside of Salt Lake City, Utah. It holds millions 
of records on microfilm preserving the genealogies, or the births, the marriages, and the deaths of the members of 
the Church of Jesus Christ of the Latter Day Saints.  

Itôs a storage vault, out there, called Granite Mountain. They say it can even take an atomic blast. I have seen 
the photographs of the inside of this tremendous cavern, and there are millions of baptismal records kept in sealed 
vaults there. Yet, this is a cult. We, as Christians, should learn all we can about what they believe so we can 
witness to them. They are numerous. If we, Christians, were as busy about serving the Lord as they are about 
spreading their false doctrine, we could accomplish a lot for the Lord! You canôt even go to Heaven by being 
baptized, yourself, let alone having somebody else do it for you by proxy! 

The Catholic and Lutheran Organizations Also Teach that Baptism Gives Eternal Life.  

The religion of works that Martin Luther taught in ALL his writings, ALL of his life were exported ALL over the 
world. Martin Luther believed that you have to be baptized to be saved. He said it over and over again.  

ñHere are his words from Page 174 of The Small Catechism. 

¶ ñII. THE BLESSINGS OF BAPTISM. What does Baptism give or profit? It works forgiveness of sins, 
delivers from death and the devil, and gives eternal salvation to all who believe this, as the words and 
promises of God declare.ò 

¶ Or, from his Large Catechism, P. 83, #24. ñTo put it most simply, the power, effect, benefit, fruit, and 
purpose of Baptism IS TO SAVE.ò 

¶ Nor did Luther believe that you had to have faith for baptism to be valid. 

¶ ñFurther, we are not primarily concerned whether the baptized person believes or not, for in the latter 
case, Baptism does NOT become invalid.ò (Large Catechism, P.87, Par. 52). ñBaptism is valid, even 
though FAITH be lacking.ò (Par. 53).  

Now, we turn to the Catholic organization and the Catechism of the Catholic Church, p. 319, Paragraph 1252 
Infant Baptism," which reads as follows:  

¶ ñThe practice of Infant Baptism is an immemorial TRADITION of the church. There is explicit 
testimony to this practice from the Second Century on, and it is quite possible, that from the beginning 
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of the apostolic preaching, when whole "households" received baptism**,  infants may also have been 
baptized." 

**Note: Acts 16:33 tells us that when the Jailer ñwas baptized, he and all his [house],ò Acts 16:34 adds the 
fact that he was ñBELIEVING IN God with all his house.ò Only those capable of believing were baptized and 
that certainly did not include infants! 

In reading their (the Catholic organizationôs) statement, it reveals that infant baptism is a TRADITION; 
therefore not found anywhere in the Word of God! The words "quite possible" and "may also" show they are 
grasping at straws to try to give some kind of authority to an unscriptural TRADITION!ò (Source: Excerpt from 
Martin  Luther, Master of Deceit by Author) 

The Catholic and Lutheran Organizations Do Not Have the ñKeys of Hell and of Death.ò 

The same guarantee of God backing up His Word from Heaven is in Christ's words to Peter in Matthew 
16:19, 

"And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on Earth 
shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on Earth shall be loosed in heaven."  

Vine's An Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words has this to say in reference to the Word "bind":  

"The Lordôs Words to the Apostle Peter in Matthew 16:19 as to binding and to all the disciples in 
18:18 signify, in the former case, that the apostle, by his ministry of the Word of life, would keep 
unbelievers outside the kingdom of God; and admit those who believed."  

The "keys" spoken of in Matthew 16:19, were first used by Peter on the Day of Pentecost, as recorded in 
Acts, Chapter 2. Nowhere did Peter, or the Eleven, ever even HINT that they could, or would, forgive anyone's 
sins! The whole chapter is a testimony concerning Christ. The people were saved because of the Word of God 
that Peter preached. They were, then, baptized as a public testimony of their faith. Note Peter's Words in Acts 2:41,  

"Then they that GLADLY RECEIVED HIS WORD were baptized: and the same day there were added 
unto them about three thousand souls.ò  

Peter used the "keys" (symbolic of God's Word) again in Acts 10. God sent Peter to the Gentile, named 
Cornelius, to show the Jews that the Gentiles could be saved also. Read Chapter 10 and nowhere do you find 
Peter EVER claiming the power to forgive anyone's sins. Peter directed the lost to Christ and Him alone! Here are 
Peter's words in Acts 10:43,  

"To him (Christ) give all the prophets witness, that through his (Christôs) name whosoever BELIEVETH IN 
HIM (Christ) SHALL RECEIVE REMISSION OF SINS."  

Unlike Peter, some clergy, through pride, love to claim this power for themselves. They love to mediate 
between God and man. In doing so, they outright deny and resist Godôs Word. 1 Timothy declares in 2:5, 

"For there is one God, and ONE MEDIATOR BETWEEN GOD AND MEN, the man CHRIST JESUS.ò  

When God's servants preach His Word on Earth, it will divideðthose who believe it are saved andðthose 
who do not are lost! God's Word is so powerful it will divide as a sharp, two-edged sword that cuts both ways. 

"For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the 
dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and 
intents of the heart." (Hebrews 4:12).  

Isaiah 55:11 declares that His Word will not return unto Him void and empty.  

"So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall 
accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the  thing  whereto I sent it."  

Those, in Matthew 16:10, that are bound on Earth, are those who have believed the WORD and are saved. 
They have the promises of the Omniscient and Omnipotent God that, in Heaven, He will make good the promises 
that He gave on Earth. 

The same goes for those who reject God's Word (John 3:36). Even though many do not believe in Christ, the 
Word of God, or Hell, it will not alter Godôs faithfulness to His WORD when He pronounces their final sentence 
in Matthew 25:41,  
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ò..Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels."  

Then they will realize thatðnot in all the New Testament, nor in Peter's two epistlesðis there the vestige, 
either claimed or exercised, of Peter forgiving anyone's sin! Who will you believe? Man or God? Romans 3:4 
makes it perfectly clear concerning God's Word,  

"God forbid: yea, let God be true, but every man a liar..."  

(Source: Excerpt from Who Can Forgive Sins? A Minister, A Priest, Or Jesus Christ? By Author) 

The Eternal Christ Has the Authority of ñThe Keys of Hell and of Death.ò 

 ñI am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell 
and of death.ò (Revelation 1:18) 

Therefore, we find out that Christ is the One who has the ñkeys of hell and of death,ò in John 14:6, 

ñJesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.ò  

Revelation 1:19. The Outline of the Book of Revelation. 

1. First Division: Chapter One.  

ñWrite the things which thou hast seen,...ò  

 The Past. John saw the vision of the Risen and Glorified Christ. He is the Lord of the Church. He is the 
Founder of the Church. It is not anyone else. It is none of the Apostles, itôs not Peter, itôs not the Baptists, and 
itôs not the Lutherans, nor the Catholic organization. It is no one but Jesus Christ who is the Chief 
Cornerstone. He is the Founder of His Church. 

2. Second Division: Chapters Two and Three. 

ñ...and the things which are,...ò 

 The Present. The ñthings which areò are covered by Chapters Two and Three, and those are the letters to the 
Seven Churches existing at the time of the Bookôs writing.  

 3. Third Division: Chapters Four to Twenty-Two 

"...and the things which shall be hereafter;ò  

 The Future. Hereafterò means after Chapter Four. The Church is pictured as being raptured up, or taken out of 
this Earth. The Church is the Body of Christ, the One New Man, made up of every born-again believer.  
Nothing has transpired here on Earth, as yet, to fulfill anything from Chapter Four on. From Chapter Four to 
the end of the Book of Revelation, it is all yet future. 

Revelation 1:20. The Mystery of the Seven Stars.ò 

ñThe mystery of the seven stars which thou sawest in my right hand, and the seven golden candlesticks. 
The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches: and the seven candlesticks which thou sawest are 
the seven churches.ò  

Who are the seven stars that Christ holds in His right hand? In Scripture, the word ñmysteryò does not mean 
something hidden. It is a truth, previously hidden, but now revealed at the proper time.  Since the Book of 
Revelation is an open book, the ñmysteryò is quickly solved. ñThe seven stars are the angels [Gr. angelos, 
ómessengers] of the seven churches.ò These are the pastors who bring Christôs message to their congregations.  

What are the Seven Candlesticks?  

ñAnd the seven candlesticks which thou sawest are the seven churches.ò  

For the word ñangels,ò here, a better translation would be ñthe pastors.ò Why do you say that, Pastor 
Younce? The word ñangelsò is translated from the Greek word, ñangelos,ò meaning ñdeputy, messenger, or 
saint,ò according to the context. Angels truly are Godôs messengers. They brought the messages to Daniel, and 
they brought them during Christôs time. However, the seven starsðsince this is used in the context of the seven 
churchesðwould be the messengers that God has sent to the churches, or the pastors that He has sent there to 
pastor these churches. 
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So! It should read, ñThe seven stars are the pastors of the seven churches, and the seven candlesticks which 
thou sawest are the seven churches,ò and Christ stands in the midst. He is standing there in the midst, as weôre 
going to see from our study of the seven churches here.  We just wonder. What about your church? Is He in the 
midst of your church? We have so many people who fight for their church, instead of for Christ. 

When I was going through Bible College, we pastored a little church over on Marco Island, south of Naples, 
Florida. I would work all week, attend college, then drive over from Miami on weekends. My wife would just 
stay over there in the parsonage with the children. 

The ñBelle of Paducah.ò 

We had a lady visit our church one Sunday morning from Paducah, Kentucky. She was quite a charming 
lady, a true Southern Belle. But she was so proud that she was a Southern Baptist. Iôve found this from 
experience. When you hear someone always bragging about Iôm a Lutheran, or Iôm a Catholic, or Iôm a Baptist, I 
have to wonder. Are you a born again Lutheran? Are you a born again Catholic? Are you a born again Baptist? 

She began to tell us about her ñjail ministry,ò and the Lottie Moon Fund, and whatever else she found 
irresistible about that organization. It soon became clear that what she was telling people about the way to go to 
Heaven, did not agree with Godôs way of salvation in the Bible. 

When you get the emphasis on your denomination, instead of on the person of Christ, I begin to question 
whether youôre saved. Now, Iôm not saying whether you ARE, or not; but, it is a sure thing I am going to ask you 
about it. If itôs more important to you to be identified with a particular denomination, whatever it might be, you 
have your priorities wrong. Being a Catholic does not take you to Heaven. You can be a Catholic and go right 
straight to Hell. You can be a Baptist and not be saved. You can be a Methodist and not be saved. Being a 
member of a denomination never gives you Eternal Life. A lot of times that denomination wants you to believe 
that, if you do everything they say, you are saved. That is simply not true. If you ñbelieve on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, thou shalt be saved.ò Every church has to be tested on its own merits.  

This lady came down and she was bragging ñOh, Iôm a Southern Baptist,ò and telling everyone what a 
wonderful organization her Southern Baptist Convention was.  

After church I asked if I could have a minute with her by herself. 

She said, ñYes, Sir.ò  

I asked the same question I always ask. ñDo you know if youôre going to Heaven when you die?ò 

She said, ñWellðwell, Iôm pretty sure I am. You know I have gone to that church since I was just a little 
girl. I have always tried to be a good person, and I am very active in my church. I really donôt know why you 
would ask me a question like that.ò At that point, the charm began to fade. 

We talked a little bit, and I said, ñMaôam, Iôd like to point something out to you. Christ doesnôt care if youôre 
a Baptist or not. He would like for you to testify that you are saved because you believe he paid for your sin on 
the Cross, and that you trust Him, and Him alone, as your Savior. You have your entire mind twisted up, 
compared to the Bible, because you are talking more about your denomination than you are about Jesus Christ. 
Are you actually trusting just going to church on Sunday morning, and belonging to this denomination is going to 
get you to Heaven? If so, then you need to rethink your situation, and believe what the Bible says. I find nowhere 
in the Bible where it says: óIf Iôm a Baptist, Iôm going to Heaven.ôò The Bible says that, 

ñFor God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting lifeò (John 3:16). 

And how did the ñBelle of Paducahò respond? With a haughty ñHumph,ò and off she flounced down the aisle 
of the church, never to allow that subject to be brought up in her presence again. That might sound humorous at 
first, but Folks, if she went on that way, that beautiful Southern lady split Hell wide open! 

The point is, Jesus Christ is the only Savior, and accepting His payment for your sin is the only way to 
Heaven.  
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Zechariah 12:1-10 Used In Witnessing to a Jewish Person about Their Messiah. 

Just like the famous television detective, Colombo, there is ñjust one more thingò we want to bring out here 
before we finish up with Chapter One. We are going to digress to Zechariah 12:1-10, an excellent passage to use 
when you are speaking with Jewish people that do not recognize Jesus Christ as their Messiah. They have 
accepted over some 30 false messiahs and rejected the only true Messiah, Christ Jesus. You will find the Book of 
Zechariah is one of the most amazing books in the Old Testament, especially in Chapter Twelve. You can isolate 
words in this chapter, and show the Jewish people that Jehovah God is none other than Jesus Christ in the flesh.  

We have just read in Revelation 1:7 that ñéevery eye shall see him.ò Of course, we know that with the 
satellite systems that we have beaming their signals back to the Earth, when Christ comes, the whole world will 
see His coming in glory.  

We want to point out one thing right before we start, and we thank God for the King James translators that 
made this distinction. Theyôve done this all the way through the Bible, so it is very easy to understand. When you 
look at the words, ñLORD,ò and ñGOD,ò you see they are all capital letters. When you check your concordance, 
you will find that is Jehovah, ñJ-H-V-H.ò That is what was called the ñTetragrammaton,ò or the 
ñUnpronounceable Name.ò With the vowels included, we pronounce it Jehovah. We pronounce it the way the 
Bible gives it. But when you come to the word ñGod,ò written with a capital ñGò and small letters, it is always 
ñElohim.ò ñElò is for God and ñimò in the Hebrew is the plural, as in Genesis 1:1, ñIn the beginning God.ò That is 
not Jehovah. That is Elohim. That sort of blows the mind of the Jehovahôs Witnesses; nevertheless, that is what 
the Bible teaches. That is ñthe Putter-forth of Power,ò or, ñElohim.ò  

We are going to show you in Zechariah, Chapter Twelve, how you can use this chapter to show the Jewish 
person that Jesus Christ is the Messiah, God Himself. Notice in Zechariah 12:1. 

ñThe burden of the word of the LORD for Israel, saith the LORD, which stretcheth forth the heavens, 
and layeth the foundation of the Earth, and formeth the spirit of man within himò (Zechariah 12:1). 

 You say: ñIf youôll notice, the word óLORDô is all capital letters. Look this up in your concordance you 
will find it is óJehovah.ô Then, you come on down to Verse Two,ò 

ñBehold, I will make Jerusalem a cup of trembling unto all the people round about, when they shall be in the 
siege both against Judah and against Jerusalemò  (Zechariah 12:2). 

 You bring this to their attention: ñBehold, I,ò thatôs Jehovah!  And, in Verse Three,   

ñAnd in that day will I make Jerusalem a burdensome stone for all people: all that burden themselves with it 
shall be cut in pieces, though all the people of the Earth be gathered together against itò (Zech. 12:3). 

You say: ñI,ò thatôs Jehovah! Go with me to Verse Four,ò 

ñIn that day, saith the LORD, I will smite every horse with astonishment, and his rider with madness: and I 
will open mine eyes upon the house of Judah, and will smite every horse of the people with blindnessò 
(Zechariah 12:4). 

 You say: ñSee there. It is óLORD,ô all capital letters, that is Jehovah.ò You can thank the King James 
Translators for this. It is so much easier to understand with that distinction made in the English Translation. 
Wherever you find in the Old Testament, all capital letters for ñLORDò or ñGOD,ò and you look it upðlook 
everyone you want to upðit will always be ñJehovah.ò Letôs continue. Weôre just pretending we have a Jewish 
person here that weôre showing that Jesus Christ really is God in human flesh. ñNotice in Verse Six,ò   

ñIn that day will I make the governors of Judah like an hearth of fire among the wood, and like a torch of fire 
in a sheaf; and they shall devour all the people round about, on the right hand and on the left: and Jerusalem 
shall be inhabited again in her own place, even in Jerusalemò (Zechariah 12:6). 

 Show them that: ñIò is Jehovah. Look now in Verse Seven,ò 

 ñThe LORD also shall save the tents of Judah first, that the glory of the house of David and the glory of the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem do not magnify themselves against Judahò (Zechariah 12:7). 
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 You say: ñThe óLORD,ô and that is all capital letters again. That is óJehovah.ô We go on down to Verse 
Eight. You just hang in there with me a minute, and Iôll show you what weôre getting to here.ò 

 ñIn that day shall the LORD defend the inhabitants of Jerusalem; and he that is feeble among them at that 
day shall be as David; and the house of David shall be as God, as the angel of the LORD before themò 
(Zechariah 12:8). 

 You say: ñShall the LORD defend the inhabitants of Jerusalem;ô óLORDôðall capital letters, and when 
you look it up in your concordance, that is óJehovah.ô We come on down here to Verse Nine,ò 

 ñAnd it shall come to pass in that day, that I will seek to destroy all the nations that come against Jerusalemò 
(Zechariah 12:9). 

 Show them: ñI,ò thatôs Jehovah speaking here. And óéI will seek to destroy all the nations that come 
against Jerusalem.ô Now, get this in Verse Ten,ò   

ñAnd I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of 
supplications: and they shall look upon me  WHOM they have pierced, and they shall mourn for him , 
as one mourneth for his only son , and shall be in bitterness for him , as one that is in bitterness for his  
firstborn ò  (Zechariah 12:10). 

 Show them: ñAnd I will.ò Thatôs Jehovah. Get this, now! óéand they shall look upon MEðlook upon 
MEðwhom they have piercedéô That is Jehovah! Jehovah is going to die in human flesh, as the Lord Jesus 
Christ on the Cross, and Jehovah truly is Christ and the Jewish Messiah!ò Hopefully, they will realize that Jesus is 
God in Human Flesh, and He is their Messiah that was crucified for their sin. Go now to the Second Part. 

Zechariah 12:10. Christ is the First and the Last. 

  We are saying, ñShow this to a Jewish person.ò This is one word, from one verse, that will show them 
Jesus Christ truly is God in human flesh. 

 ñand they shall look upon me WHOM  they have pierced,...ò  Zechariah 12:10b). 

You will notice here the little word ñwhom.ò This is very interesting, as it is 
composed of the first and last letters of the Hebrew alphabet, ñAlephò and ñTav.ò In 
Revelation 1:8, Christ is the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet, the ñAlphaò and 
the ñOmega.ò He is the ñbeginningò and the ñending,ò you see.  

 ñI am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord, which is, and 
which was, and which is to come, the Almighty.ò  

 
In Revelation 22:13,  He isé 

 ñéAlpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and the last.ò  

We see Jesus is none other than Jehovah. In the Hebrew alphabet itôs ñAlephò and 
ñTav,ò the first and the last letters of the Hebrew alphabet in the Book of Zechariah. He is 
the ñAlpha and Omega, the first and the last letters of the Greek alphabet, in the Book of 
Revelation. Jesus Christ is none other than Jehovah, Himself. We use the word ñwhomò 
to show that. 

 ñBehold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and THEY ALSO WHICH PIERCED HIM: 
and all kindreds of the Earth shall wail because of him. Even so, Amen.ò (Revelation 1:7) 

So, ñevery eye shall see himò is speaking of the Lord Jesus Christ when He comes back in glory. And, ñall 
kindreds of the Earth, they shall wail because of himéò We find out that Zechariah prophesies about the Lord 
Jesus; and if you go on in the book, you will find out in Zechariah 14:4, 

ñAnd his feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the east, and 
the mount of Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof toward the east and toward the west, and there shall 
be a very great valley; and half of the mountain shall remove toward the north, and half of it toward the 
south.ò  



The Book of Revelation: Godôs Final Word to Man 

64 

 

A Gem from the Bibleôs Coffer of Jewels. 

In the section on how to use the Twelfth Chapter of Zechariah to witness to a Jewish person, I made the 
statement that the word ñwhomò in Zechariah 12:10b is spelled with the first and last letters of the Hebrew 
alphabet, ñAleph (ő),ò and ñTav (Ř).ò I thought I would prove it by scanning a page from one of the Bibles I 
have in my library.  The ñAlephò and ñTavò are in the lower right-hand corner of the verse outlined in blue. 

 

Note: This Hebrew Old Testament belonged to a gentleman who signed his name in the corner of what, to us, 
is the very back page, but in a Hebrew Bible, is the first page. Hebrew, of course, is written from right to left, and 
the Bible reads from the back to the front. On that page he noted that he had begun reading on May 23, 1933. He 
made a few notes on the first few pages and.., then, there is nothing more. The only English words to be found 
have been left by an inked stamp, ñPrinted in Germany,ò and the verse and chapter numbering. I have no clue as 
to where I got this Bible, but given the fact that on March 23, 1933, Hitler became the de facto dictator of 
Germany, and on May 10, 1933, in Germany, they burned all the ñnon-Germanò books, it is probably a miracle it 
survived at all. There is a saying, ñWhen books are burned, the burning of people will not be far behind. 
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But before we close this section, let me tell you this. The most important decision youôll ever make in your 
life is not what home to buy, or what stocks, bonds, or CDs to invest in. When you die, they are all going to be 
left behind. The most important decision you need to make isðwhere is your spiritual home going to be? Where 
are you going to spend your eternity? Jesus said He has a place prepared for you. 

 ñAnd if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, 
there ye may be also.ò(John 14:3) 

God allowed His Son, the Perfect Lamb of God, to die on the Cross on Calvary, so that when you die, your 
sins will have been paid for. They were paid for 2,000 years ago. The price for your sin has been paid, and you do 
not have to go to Hell and do it yourself.  God says, ñIf you accept that payment, realizing there is nothing you 
can do to save yourself, you are passed from death to eternal life.ò 

The minute it comes time to leave this world, I will leave my home behind. I will leave my car behind. I will 
leave all my possessions behind. I have never seen a hearse pulling a U-Haul trailer yet! I have never seen one 
that even had a trailer hitch. I hope to have many possessions in Heaven, because God loved me, and I wanted to 
use my life for Him. I hope youôll do that. Donôt trust your water baptism. Donôt listen to these modernistic 
preachers who are trying to divert you away from Christ by saying they can forgive your sins, as the Lutheran 
preachers and Catholic priests claim to do. Simply believe that Christ died for you, and He makes you two 
promises: 1. ñYou will never perish, 2. but have everlasting life.ò We hope youôll do that and have the peace that 
passes all understanding. 

ñAnd the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ 
Jesus.ò (Philippians 4:7) 
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òNow the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, 
and from thy kindred, and from thy fatherõs house, unto a land that I will 
shew thee (1). 
 
And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy 
name great; and thou shalt be a blessing (2): 
 
And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: 
and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.ó 
 

Genesis 12:1-3 
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PICTORIAL ESSAY ON THE THE SEVEN CHURCHES 

6. Original Temple of Artemis in Ephesus. 

We begin at Ephesus. Isnôt this amazing! One of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World was the 
magnificent Temple of Artemis built to the goddess Diana, or, the Greek Artemis. The cult of Diana 
encouraged a lot of trade. Silver smiths in Ephesus prospered by selling shrines and images of Diana. You will 
find that in Acts, Chapter 19. The image of this idol was one of the most sacred in the ancient world, but it was 
by no means beautiful. She was depicted as a lewd goddess with four rows of breasts. Legalized prostitution 
dominated the city. Sin does have its day of judgment, and where the original Temple of Artemis stood is a 
swamp. The ruins of the temple have sunk into the ground and vanished. 

  

To the right is the 
Temple of Hadrian, in 
Ephesus, dedicated to 
Emperor  Worship. 

The world of the 
great Apostle Johnôs 
day, and, in which the 
members of the con-
gregations of the Seven 
Churches lived, was not 
an easy one. Even 
without modern diver-
sions such as TV,  
internet, and movies, 
sin still abounded on all 
sides 

(The biblical world. blog-
spot.com / 2012-06-17 
archive.  html). 

 

7. Temple of Hadrian in Ephesus  



The Book of Revelation: Godôs Final Word to Man 

68 

 

 

8. Excavated Terrace Home in Ephesus...Owned by Someone In the Upper Class. A Very Nice 1st Century Home. 

Ephesus terrace houses are located on the hill opposite the Hadrian Temple. Also called "the houses of 
the rich," they are important for the reason they give us information about family life during the Roman 
period. They were built according to the Hippodamian plan of the city in which roads transected each other at 
right angles. There are six residential units on three terraces at the lower end of the slope of the Bulbul 
Mountain. The oldest building dates back into the First Century BC and continued in use as a residence until 
the Seventh Century AD.  

Ephesus terrace houses are covered with protective roofing like those on Roman houses. (They had 
overlapping roof tiles made of fired clay, but sometimes of marble, bronze, or gilt.) The mosaics on the floor 
and the frescos have been consolidated and two houses have been opened to the public as a museum. 

They had interior courtyards (peristyles) in the center, with the ceiling open, and were mostly two-storied. 
Sadly, the upper stories have collapsed during time. On the ground floor were living and dining rooms open to 
the hall, and upstairs there were bedrooms and guest rooms. The heating system of the terrace houses were the 
same as that in the baths. Clay pipes beneath the floors and behind the walls carried hot air through the houses. 
The houses also had cold and hot water. The rooms had no windows, and were only illuminated with light 
coming from the open hall, so that most of the rooms were dim.  

At the time the Apostles Paul and John were there, Ephesus was the capital of Asia Minor, most of which 
is now Turkey. These were beautiful, cultured cities, however, the culture of that day was pagan, humanistic,  
and permissive. Ephesus had a population of more than 250,000 in the First century B.C., making it the second 
largest city in the Roman Empire after Rome, and also the second largest city in the world.  

The atmosphere of the cities in which the people of the Seven Churches of the Book of Revelation lived 
and worked was trying for a Christian. Much of what they had to contend with is the same as we have today: 
idol worship, prostitution, greed, and prejudice.  Nothing has changed in 2,000 years, has it?   

http://www.ephesus.us/ephesus/terracehouses.htm
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9. THE LIBRARY OF CELSUS AT EPHESUS. 

Ephesus: The Rest of the Story. 

At one time, Ephesus had a harbor and road system that made it the most accessible city in Asia. The 
climate was exceptionally fine and the soil was extremely fertile. Under Roman rule, it shared governance of 
Asia with Pergamos. The true drawing power of Ephesus was in its licentious, pagan religion. It was the home 
of the Temple of Diana, or, Artemis, one of the Seven Wonders of the World. 

Ephesus had a magnificent deep water artificial harbor formed by dredging, but in time, dredging of the 
harbor ceased and it silted up. This destroyed one of their two major commercial advantages, and the ruins of 
the city are now approximately five miles from the waterôs edge. The second part of the economy of Ancient 
Ephesus was built on the cult and Temple of Diana (Artemis), called the Artemision. This pagan religion was 
entirely incompatible with the Christian faith that blossomed in Ephesus. Praise be to God that Christianity 
won! When the temple burned to the ground for the seventh time in 262 AD, no one cared enough to have it 
rebuilt.  

Paul and John labored there. Ephesus was the place where Paul spent the largest portion of his ministry. 
He was there longer than with any other of the churches, even meeting with the elders when passing nearby. 
Paul had spent over two years in Ephesus during his third missionary journey. This is, no doubt, the reason for 
the strong church which grew in that city. A careful reading of Acts 20:23-28 gives his last words to the 
beloved congregation there, and reveals the wisdom and dedication of the great Apostle to the churches that he 
founded. That was about A.D. 55 to 57 A.D. It was a sad farewell. Paul also wrote the two Corinthian Epistles 
while he was at Ephesus.  

The Apostle John later administered the churches there in Asia Minor, and tradition says he returned there 
to continue after his release from Patmos. It was here that John spent the latter part of his life, and from here 
wrote the Gospel of John and the Epistles of 1, 2, 3 John.  Ruins and a small village are now the only remains 
that exist there. However, the beach side tourist destination of Selcuk is nearby. 
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ROMAN ROADS:  STRENGTH OF EMPIRE,  THE PAX ROMANA, AND AN OPEN DOOR FOR THE GOSPEL. 

10. Ancient Roman road near Tall Aqibrin in Syria. This road connected to Antioch. 

At the writing of the Book of Revelation, most of Asia Minor was firmly in the control of the Roman 
Empire. Roads were a vital part of the development of the Roman state, from about 500 BC through the 
Roman Republic, and finally the Roman Empire. On these roads the Romans moved armies, trade goods, and 
communicated. At its height, no fewer than 29 great military highways radiated from Rome. Hills were cut 
through, and deep ravines filled. The Empire was divided into 113 provinces crossed by 372 great roads. 
These were the lifeblood of Ancient Rome. Over some 700 years, the Romans built more than 55,000 miles of 
paved highways throughout Europe, enough to circle the globe. Many still can be seen today. Over them, 
sandaled feet carried the gospel throughout the known world at that time. ñPax Romanaò means ñthe Roman 
Peace.òiii  

11. A Street in the Archaeological Ruins of Ephesus. 

 ñAnd how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them 
that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things!ò  

A street in the ruins of Ephesus, the largest open air museum in Turkey. The Apostles Paul and John, 
undoubtedly, walked here as they were preaching and teaching.  
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Top Picture.  12. Temple to Zeus with Statue of Cybele in Front at Smyrna.  Bottom Picture.  13. The Main Street of Laodicea. 

Below, in recent years, Laodicea's main street has been partially restored. Beneath the road is a sewer 
system for carrying dirty water from homes and businesses.  
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14. A Third Century Byzantine Church Dedicated to the Apostle John. 

Philadelphia: Two of the four pillars remaining of a Byzantine Church dedicated to St. John, or, the 
Apostle John. They stand like an ñopen doorò reminding us that the Savior said to them in Revelation 3:8: ñI 
know thy works and I have set before thee an open door.ò Sadly, Turkey is a secular Muslim country, but it is 
certainly an ñopen doorò for the Gospel. It is not a mission field for the faint of heart, but our Lord also said in 
this same verse, It is a ñdoor that no man can shut.ò 

 

A few scattered 
stones are all that is 
left of Thyatira. In the 
background are the 
remains of a Temple to 
one of their many 
gods. 

The Pantheon of 
Gods in Thyatira in-
cluded Tymnos, their 
sun god, also known as 
Apollo by the Greeks 
There was Aescula-
pius, God of Medicine, 
Bacchus, Artemis, and 
several others, as well. 
The remains lie in the 
city center of Akhiser, 
Turkey. 

15. The Remains of Thyatira Surrounded by the Modern Turkish City of Akhisar.












































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































