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THEME OF THEBOOK OFREVELATION

oBehol d, he cometh with <c¢louds; and
also which pierced him: and all kindeedf the Earth shall wail because
of him. Even so, Amen. o

Revelation 1:7

1. "Behold, He Cometh..." By Danny Hahlbohm, A Masterwiotksed with Gracious Permission.
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FOREWORD

AfiHe which testifieth these things saith, Surely | co
(Revelation 22:20).

The materiain this book was transcribed from a series of 64-halfr radio messages. They are
both teaching and preaching, with a strong gospel emphasis. | make no apology for that. After all,
i sndt winning souls fAjob oneo for the Christiar

The Book of Revelation &as often preached on years ago in, almost, every fundamentak, Bible
believing church. It is seldom heard from the pulpits of today. Preachers excuse their lack of
attention to this wonderful book by sayiongetifl
it i s Godds conclusion to the Bible, and His F
up on this final, magnificent drama.

Satan hates the books of Genesis and Revelation. Genesis pronounces the curse on him and
Revelation carries ibut. In Revelation 20:10, he is cast alive into the Lake of Fire. No, Satan
doesndét want you to believe the Book of Revel at

We go verse by verse, and it will be a blessing to you as we study this tremendous book, as it is
the consummation ofverything. In fact, there are seven blessings listed for reading the Book of
Revelation.

We will be referring to the Book of Daniel, and other Old Testament prophets, and bringing in

many doctrinal issues, such as the difference between the Rapture @&wléhation of Christ.

We will be looking at the character and background of the Book. We will introduce you to all the
main participants in Godoés final piimeoSuriptere.i ¢ dr ar

Revel ati on out Ifar Huenan HiStorg B/kat hegam ages aga in the First Creation
will, ultimately, be completed in the New Creation. This is the Book with a blessing as recorded
in Revelation 1:3.

1
[

ABl essed i s he that
t

readet h, and t lamd\keep thosd thingse a r t he
which are written rein: f t h

he or e time is at hando (F

The Book of Revel ation shows wus that Hi story i
hands of our Victorious Christ. As we study this book we ought tenmeuraged, inspired to
serve Him, and enabled to live clean lives that we might not be ashamed when Christ returns.

You wil|l be blessed for reading the Book of Re
or pastor tell you that you cannotundesnd t he Book of Revel ati on. C
you read this book.

Let us read and claim our blessings,

Pastor Max D. Younce
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Do You KNOW IF YoU ARE GOING TOHEAVEN?

nYes, I know | am going to HeavemnhasmaGathey t hos
payment for their sin on the Cross can say this with confidence.
AfiFor he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew
righteousness of God in him.o6 (2 Corinthians 5: 2

Y OU KNOW there are no rituals, payments,good works, that will earn you entrance to Heaven.
AFor by grace are ye saved through dfftafi t h; and t
God: Not of works, Il est any -8)an should boast. o (
Y OU KNOW there is only one price that will givyou the right to enter Heaven when Jeave this
Earth. That is the price Our Precious Savior paid on Calvary for the sin of the world.
AiFor God so | oved the worl d, that he gave his ¢
believeth in him should not perish,but have everlasting |ife. o (John
Y OU KNOW that, even though you may live a good life, you are not perfect.
AFor all have sinned, and come short of the gl or

Y OU KNOW that Heaven is a perfect place, and no sin can enter i

AAnd there shall in no wise ent ewhatsoeavdaro i t any t
worketh abomination, or maketh a lie: but they which are written in the Lamb's book
of Iife. 02l2Revel ati on

OU KNOW that when you believe that Jesus died fou,yHe gives you the righteousness, or perfection,
you need to have everlasting life, right now!

1

iFor he hath made him to be weémightlermades,

who kne
the righteousness of God in him.o6 (2 Corinth
Y OU KNOW with absoluteassurance you have eternal life. Why?...the Bible says so!

iThese things have | written unto you that bel i
that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of
the Son ofohr®ddsd). 6 (1

OUKNOWy ou #dAshal/l never perish,o0 or stand in dan
of His Almighty Hand. We are not, by our own good works, struggling to hold on to one of His fingers.

And | give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man
pluck them out of my hand. (V.28) My Father, which gave them me, is greater than
all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father's hand. (John 10:28-29)

OU MAY KNOW the subject of Bible Prophecy backwards dodvards; but unless you know the
Savior that it reveals; it is all for nothing!

iBel i eve on t he Lord Jesus Chri st and t hou s h &
(Acts 16:31)
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INTRODUCTION

A. The Background of the Book.

B. The Background ahe Apostle John.

C. The Key Verse: Revelation 1:19

D. Character of the Book.

E. The Difference Between the Rapture and the Revelation

F. Chart Comparing the Rapture to the Revelation

G. The Interpretation of the Book of Revelation

H. The SeverChurches

I. The Seven Blessings

J. A Comparison Between Genesis and Revelation

K. Why the Devil Hates the Book of Revelation

L. Why The Devil Hateshie Book of Genesis

M. Outline of the Book: Revelation 1:19

N. Brief Summary of Chapters Four to TwgTwo

The Book of Revelation is Godés conclusion to tl
meaning fithe Book, 0 singular, or fAone booko from

up of sixtysix books with fortydifferent authors, most of whom did not know each other and lived at a different
time in History. There are sixtyix books with forty different authors, and not one contradiction!

Years ago, hearing messages preached from the Book of Revelation wolbddumusual. You would hear
evangelists preach from it frequently. The pastors of almost every fundamentalp&ibleng church would
bring messages on the Book of Revelation from time to time. Yet, it is seldom heard from the pulpits of today.
Preaches excuse their | ack of attention to this wond
too hard for the congregation to understand as ¢t}
excused from being preached on.

In fad, | might throw this out to you, and it will be a shock. Go to your preacher and ask him if he believes
that Adam and Eve are real people, or does he believe they are symbolic of something? If your preacher tells yc
they are symbolic of something, asklhin Sy mbol i ¢ of what ?0 Then, just p
Bi ble, Sir. | 6m going to find another church. o0 Yol

We hope your preacher believes the Bible. We hope that he believes in the literah@sddiod gave it in
Genesis, and we hope he, also, believes in the Book of Revelation. Of all th&xshxipks in the Bible, the two
books Satan hates the most are Genesis and Revelation. Genesis pronounces the curse upon him in Genesis :
and Reveldon 20:10 carries it out. Revelation 20:10 is when he is cast alive into the Lake of Fire. No, Satan

doesnét want you to believe the Book of Revel ati o
prophetic Scriptures lately. In fact, itassign of the last times, as we are told in 2 Peter 3:3,4:
AKnowing this first, that there shall come in the | asHt

saying, Where is the promise of his coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they
were from the beginning of the creationo (4).

We find out that the Apostle John, by inspiration of God, has written five books:
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1. The Gospel of John is th€Eommencement It deals
primarily with salvation, and emphasizes all the wapuigh

the Gospel of John that salvation is by believing. The words
Afbel i eveo and fAfaitho are us:¢
of John.

2. The Apostle John was also the inspired writer of First,
Second and Third John. These are@hativation, and have

to do with fAGetting the weed
can grow. o0 Applying the prin
gets the sin out of the Chri:

and productive Christian.

3. Then we come to the Book of Revelatiame ffiifth book
that John was used by the Holy Spirit to write. It is the
Consummation, the ending of it all, the final analysis and
judgment that God pours out upon this world.

To begin with, wedd | ike vy
y o u 6 d 0 ltakeks@me hats. We want to examine, first of
all, the background of the Book.

A. THE BACKGROUND OF THBOOK.

We find that the Apostle John took over the pastoral
work in Ephesus somewhere around 70 A.D. This also
included the churches in the surrounding area, thensev

2. Titus Flavius Domitianus churches of Asia Minor spoken of in Revelation, Chapters
Two and Three.
The Roman Emperor, Ner o, persecuted Christians

about and had promised, had not yet begun. But wher
Domitian' came into pwer and became the emperor |n
81 to 96 A.D., the persecution was intensified. It wWas
horrible! Domitian was as coldlooded a murderer a
you will ever meet in the pages of History. He promofed
emperor worship. He began his announcements with,

AOur LWdorGodan Domitian, cpmmands. t6s what
he wanted to be caIIed,rL~ ur God, D¢miti
So everyone who spoke to him had to address hi

iLord and God. o Mysia PHRYGIA
He was bitter in his treatment of both the Jews &nd

Pergamum
e . - * Thyatira
the Christians. It was at his order thahdavas exiled to

b rdi
the Isle of Patmos, a rocky island ten miles long, smyrnak Henitadelphio
about six miles wide, out in the Aegean Sea. a Emﬁ' 7 -
It would be good for you to look this up on a mapjto P
familiarize yourself with it. When we get into Chaptgrs a

Two and Three on the Seven Gthes, circle them o :ﬁ? o7
your map. If you have a good Bible, it should have sqme . e
maps in the back and you can use them to locate d oW ﬁ

seven churches, as well as the Isle of Patmos, where|J
was exiled. Rome had a penal camp there. It was he

this isolded spot, away from his beloved Christian friends, that John received the visions of the future that make
up the Book of Revelation.

(9]
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Introduction

The Apostle John, as we have said, has written four other books: The Gospel of John, and First, Second, a
Third John. Youind out Revelation 10:4 indicates that he was writing as a sermon was given, and we believe
that he was.

AAnd when the seven thunders had uttered their voices
heaven saying unto me, Seal up those thingswhi ch t he seven thunders uttered, ¢
B. THEBACKGROUND OF THAPOSTLEJOHN.
We are just going to |l ook at Johnds background &
1. He was the younger son of the two sons of Zebedee, a fisherman on tie&aékee.
HelivedinBett'Sai da, and his mother s A& me was Sal ome.
3. His brother was James, according to Matthew 4: 21

of t hunder: o in Mark 3:17.
4. He was chosen as opéthe Twelve in Matthew 10:2.
5. He was the youngest of all the Apostles, and he outlived them all.

6. At the end of Domitiands reign, from 81 to 96 /
Revelation 1:9.

fil John, wh o al s and eomparyian inrtributation, tatddan the kingdom and patience of
Jesus Christ, was in the isle that is called Patmos, for the word of God, and for the testimony of Jesus
Christ.o (Revelation 1:9)

7. He bel onged to the #fAi ndiames, accordindg teLuke 9:28lamdMgtthewili:lh P e

8. He resided at Ephesus, where he superintended the churches of that region, and made occasional visits
other churches.

9. He is the inspired penman of the Gospel of John, and, in that Gospel, heneewi®ns his own name. The
John mentioned there is John the Baftiall the way through.

100He | eaned on Jesusd breast at the Last Supper.
11. He outran Peter to the Tomb of Christ.
12. He was with Christ at the Mount of Transfiguration. (Matthew 17:1,2

C. THEKEYVERSE REVELATION1:19

fiVrite the things which thou hast seen, and the things which are, and the things which shall be
h er e a (Revelationd:19).

The whole book is a commentary on Revelation 1:7, the Second Coming of the Lord Jesus Chris

fiBehold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they also which pierced him: and all
kindreds of the Earth shall wail because of him. Even

This occurs at the end of the Tribulation. Tisi:mot the Raptu, butHis return at the end of the Tribulation
Period to judge the nations, and establish His Earthly Kingdom for a thousand years.
D. CHARACTER OF THIBOOK.
1. Itls a Book of Prophecy.

a. Revelation 1:3.

Bl essed is he that r rettze dverdistof thissPRAQPHEQY eand kedp éhbse thiega
which are written therein: for the time is at hand. o

b. Revelation 10:11.
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The Book of Revelation: Godbés Final Word to Man
iAnd he sai d untPRORHESY adain bafore meny peoples, and nations, and tongues,
and kings. 0

c. Revelation 19:10.

fAnd | fell at his feet to worship him. And he said unto me, See thou do it not: | am thy fellow servant, and
of thy brethren that have the testimony of Jesus: worship God: for the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of
PROPHECY. 0

d. Revelation 22:7.
fBehold, | come quickly: blessed is he that keepeth the sayings of the PROPHECYof t hi s book. 0

e. Revelation 22:10.
AiAnd he saith unto me, PRORHECYmdt tthh e dshaowikngs oaf tthhee t i me

f. Revelation 22:1819.

fiFor | t everynah that heardthothe evords of the PROPHECY of this book, If any man shall add
unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book: (18) And if any man
shall take away from the words of the book of this PROPHECY, God shall take away his part out of the
book of I|ife, and out of the holy city, and from the t

So we find out here that it is a book, prophetic, revealing the future in detail before it comes to pass. Yol
see, it is aevealing, and the veil is lifted. This is the prophecy of thetands that God wants you and | to read.
The Book of Revelation is not a difficult book.

2. It Is Christ -Centered.

It is Christcentered. It is the Revelation of Jesus Christ, not simpsymbphetic program, although that is
included.

a. In Chapter One, He is the Risen Priksig.

b. In Chapters Two and Three, He examines the world and returns to glory.

c. Iln Chapters Two and Three, we have Him Ain the
d. In Chapters Twent¥ne and Twengfwo, He reigns in glory and in power.

3. Itls Symbolical.

He Asent and signified, d suggests that the book
a. Some are explained, as in Chapters One, Four, Five, ancaRenel2:9.

b. Some are unexplained, as in Revelation 4:4, and Revelation 11:3.

c. Some are explained by referring to Old Testament parallels, such as in Revelation 2:728.7, 27

This spiritual symbolism would be clear to the Christians receiving tbk @bthat time, but it would make
no sense to their Roman persecutors. Keep in mind that symbols speak of reality. The flag, for example, spea
of the existence of a nation. The picture of Christ, in Revelation 1618 significant, and each symbainveys
a spiritual truth.

4. 1t Is Based on the Old Testament.

It is impossible to study this tremendous book without referring constantly to the Old Testament Scriptures.
Out of the 404 verses in Revelation, some 278, approximately, contain referemicesCal Testament. It is
calculated there are over 500 references, or allusions, to the Old Testament in Revelation with Psalms, Danie
Zechariah, Genesis, Isaiah, Ezekiel, Jeremiah, and Joel being referred to the most often.

6. ItIs Numerical.

This is interesting! No book in the Bible contains so many symbolical numbers.

a. There is a steady series of Sevens in the Book. There are Seven Churches, Seven Seals, Sev
Trumpets, Seven Vials, and there are Seven Lampstands, etc.
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b. The numbers divisibleybthreeanda-half show up repeatedly in Revelation 1,132They appear again
in Revelation 12:6.

c. Iln Revelation 13: 5, -ang&ah aflifndd stihgen infu ncbaenrt , i tahgrae en
when we get into the book.

d. You will, also, find144,000 sealed Israelites in Revelation 7:4.
e. You will find Twelve Stars in Revelation 12:1.
f.  Twelve Gates in Revelation 21:12.
g. Twelve Foundations in Revelation 21:14.
7. lItls Universal.

Revelation covers the world. John sees nations, pealesy masses of humanity. i
judgment upon the world, and His Creation of a New World for His people.

8. It Is Majestic In Style.

This is the fABook of the Throne, o0 for, froem Chap
a. The word Athroneodo is used three times.

b. Thewor d, , dKi sgused four ti mes. i Kiused thredéimés. i S U s
c. The word Apowero is used 32 times, and fAreigno
Therefore, we see Christ, as tBevereign of the Universe, ruling from His heavenly throne. Whether you
realize it, or not, everything going on inthiswonmdow, i s ri ght on Godds ti me

9. ItIs Sympathetic.

Throughout the book wepeopleard the bymathy of Héagen with thes peaple of G o ¢
God on Earth.

a. John is in exile according to Revelation 1:9.

Antipas is martyred, Revelation 2:13.

The Church of Smyrna will face imprisonment, Revelation 2:10.

Soul s under the al t agmendrRevelaton6:9Gododés avenging |
And the hour of trial is coming in Revelation 3:10.

The nAGreat Harl ot has drunk t-twaeld rblibiaue ystemfas weh e
are going to see in Revelation 17:6. In Revelation 18:24 and 192, wvé wisee t he Ar
Commercial Babylonian Empire destroyed.

Yes, God will judge the world and save His people. What a glorious book this is, as we begin to study it here
and see the future unfold in detail!

10. It Is Climactic.
Revelation is the alnax of the Bible, the plan and purpose of God for the Universe, and for you and |.

~®oo00CT

E.THE DIFFERENCEBETWEEN THERAPTURE AND THEREVELATION

The Rapture of the Church is not found in the Gospels. It is a truth revealed at the proper time to the Apostl
Paul The Rapture ends the Church Age, and the Tribulation Period begins immediately after the Rapture. Thi
Revelation, or the Second Coming of Christ at the end of the Tribulation Period, is the final event of the
Seventieth Week of Daniel, as spoken of imi2b9:2427.

iSeventy weeks (of years) are determined upon &dhy peop
(Daniel 9:24).

The word fAweekso is translated from the Hebrew
Genesis, when Laban hadcked Jacob into marrying Leah first, after Jacob had served seven years to marry
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Rachel, Laban offers Jacdtis solution in Genesis 29:27,

Fulfil her week [Hebrew, shib %a 6 , or sevens], and we wil!/ give thee t
shalt serve with me yet SEVEN OTHER YEARS.

Therefore, the fiseventy weekso are weeks of yea
of 490 years. According to the prophecy in Daniel 9, it was 7 weeks of years (49 yrs.) from the Decree until
Jerusalem was rebuil t, and 62 weeks of years (434
and we now have 483 years completed out of the total 490 years, leaving approximately seven years for tf
Tribulation Period. The persecutiontbe Jewish people by the Antichrist will be so intense thaid® promises
in Matthew 24:22,

fAnd except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved: but for the elect's sake
THOSE DAYS SHALL BE SHORTENED. 0o

After the 488syabrbeandtiadff, 0 our Savior has c¢
world on Calvary, and is now offering salvation free to anyone who will accept it. While individual Jewish
people did accept Christ; unfortunately, the Nation of Israed, &hole, did not accept their King. When Pilate

asked the Jewisimob, which had been incited to fury by the Chief PridgstS,h a | | |l crucify vyo
Priests answered [for all/l of them], AWe have no ki
twasthentht God punched the fAstop watch, o and call e

in. The last seven years of the prophecy given in Daniel 9:24, known as the Tribulation Period, will resume
immediately after the Rapture. The Tribulation Periodl wihd with the Second Coming of Christ at
Armageddon, followed by the thousapear Millennial Reign of Christ on the Earth.

There is an error that has crept in from those who have decided not to take God at His Word. In Daniel 9:24
7, He saiveniseviemnttyheseri gi nal . He did NOT say fs
weekso should be taken I|literally, and not as the
come to the ridicul ous dc dimovleu shiecenn thhcautt foMefsos iianh 0a
436 years before His birth!

Here is the calculation by which we arrive at this conclusion. 483, divided by 52 weeks per year, equals 9.2t
years. The commandment to rebuild Jerusalem went forth inetired@t5 B.C. Subtracting 9.28 years from 445
B.C. equals 435.72 years. Since all time is dated from the Birth of Christ, we subtracted 9.28 from 445 B.C., fol
the result of 436 years before the Birth of Christ.

2
fi

F. CHART COMPARING THERAPTURE TO THEREVELATION

The Rapture The Revelation
1 Thessalonians 4:18.7 Matthew 24:39-41; Matthew 25:3134, 40,41
1. Christ does not come to Earth. 1. Christ does come to Earth.
. Christds Coming €2 Chistdés Coming ends
the Tribulation Period. starts the Kingdom.
3. Those taken are the saved. 3. Those taken are the lost.
4. Those taken go to Heaven. 4. Those taken are cast into Hell.
5. Those left are the lost. 5. Those left are theaved that go into the Kingdom
6. The unsaved are left alive to enter the Tribulati|6. The unsaved are not left alive, but judged and
Period. into the everlasting fire.

~

Christ does not come to set up the Kingdom. |7. Christ does come tostblish His Kingdom o
Earth.
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For purposes of this discussion, we have compared 1 Thessaloniaris’ 4gaking of the Rapture which

ENDS THE CHURCH AGEto Matthew 24:3911 and Matthew 25:334, 40,41, which are speaking about the
Second Coming of Gfst at theEND OF THE TRIBULATION PERIOD These are two major differences, and
great confusion is caused by failing to differentiate between these two events.

| have covered this, as these two events are pictured in the Book of Revelation. In Chapizns Tivee,

we have the #A...things which are..., 0 or the Chur
picturing the Rapture. The Church is never mentio
t he L amb 6Rlatwn2if9eand 22:17, in the New Jerusalem.

G. THEINTERPRETATION OF THBBOOK OFREVELATION
We find out there are many interpretations projected by men.

1. First, we have th®RETERISTS That 6s from the Latin word fApr
states that everything in the book took place in the First Century. John deals, they say, with the war between tt
Church and Rome. He wrote the saints to comfort and encourage them in their time of persaygitims
group of people, the Preteris@ertainly, the book had a special value to those enduring Roman persecution, but
its value did not cease with the close of the Apostolic Age. We also find that John states seven times that he
writing PROPHECY, so this viewannotbe true.

2. HISTORICAL. Interpreters of this camp claim to see the fulfillment of Church History in the symbols
of the Book of Revelation. They believe that the book outlines the course of History from Apostolic times to the
end of the age. They search the history books toedushts that parallel those in Revelation, and sometimes the
results are disastrous! One interpreter sees Luther and the Reformation in a symbol that, to another studel
pictures the invention of the printing press, or various different things. Of wha¢ veould the Book of
Revelation be to the believers of Johndés day, i f
us today? No! It is prophecy. So, the Historical Viewastrue

3. SPIRITUAL. These students abandon the idea oplpeay completely, and use the Book of Revelation
as a symbolic presentation of the conflict between Christ and Satan, and between Good and Evil. They reject tt
idea that it is about actual events. They claim that John is dealing only with basic spifitaglles. But John
tells us that he is writing a prophecy. While we recognize that the Book of Revelation does contain many basi
spiritual principles in symbolic form, we must, also, realize that the book deals with the real events that will one
day tale place in the world. So, holding to the strict line of view that the book of Revelation is only spiritual
cannotbe true.

4. Then we come to theUTURIST. This school emphasizes that the Book of Revelation is prophecy, and
that from Chapter Four on we Vea prophecy of events that will transpire on Eaatid in Heaven, after the
Church is raptured. We, also, believe that in Chapters Two and Three, we have a prophetic history of the Churc
While we gladly recognize the spiritual lessons of the bookal#®, recognize it deals with actual events in
prophetic history.

If Revelation is not to be interpreted as prophecy, then God has not given us a book in the New Testament |
explain the future of the world, the course of History, the victory of the Chtiiehjudgment of sin, and the
fulfillment of the prophecies and the promises found in the Old Testament. That would be unthinkable! No! The
Book of Revelation is that book. Thetudent,who approaches this book as a prophecy of events that will
transpireafter the Church is caught away, will be rewarded for their labor.

Yes, we are of that group, the Futurists. We will see that none of those events, from Chapter Four to Chaptse
Twentytwo in the Book of Revelation, have taken place on the face of the Barti yet.

H. THE SEVENCHURCHES

Then, we are going to study the Seven Churches in Chapters Two and Three. They represent all churche
and are used to represent several other things:
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1. We are going to see that these were seven literal churchesgxisent t he t i me oflheret h e
wasthe church of Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamos, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea. They are &
named by Christ, Himself, in Revelation 1:11.

2. They represent seven periods of time in Church History.
Seven types of Christians can be seen in these seven churches.

4. Through the study of these seven churches we, also, see seven types of local churches that will be existil
before the Rapture.

|. THE SEVENBLESSINGS

The reading of this book is a blessiiogthe believer, and a curse to the unbeliever. The Book of Revelation
is for your understanding. It is a blessing! Here are the seven blessings:

1. Those who teach, and those who read the book, are blessed in Revelation 1:3.

fBLESSED is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things
which are written therein: for the time is at hand. 0

2. Dying grace is, also, a blessing that God gives in Revelation 14:13.

AiAnd | heard a voice fr om BLESSERare the dead whigh die intthe Londe , Wr i t e
from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labours; and their works do follow
t hem. o

3. It gives an alert to the Second Advent of Christ in Revelation 16:15.

fBehold, | come as a thief. BLESSED is he that watcheth, and keepeth his garments, lest he walk naked,
and they see his shame.0

4. Blessed are those at the Wedding Supper of the Lamb in Revelation 19:9.

iAnd he saith BLESSED areethey Wiich dreecalled unto the marriage supper of the
Lamb. And he saith unto me, these are the true sayings of God.

5. Blessed are those who have part in the First Resurrection in Revelation 20:6.

fBLESSED and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second death hath no
power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years.

6. Blessed are those that observe and keep the contents of this book in Revelation 20:7.

fBehold, | come quickly: BLESSED is he that keepeth the sayingsof t he prophecy of this b
7. Blessed are those that keep His commandments in Revelation 22:14.

fBLESSED are they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and may

enter in through the gates into the city.o
So,thereare even bl essings there. You are blessed for
church, your teacher, or pastor tell you that vyou
on you! Hebs cur s e dBLESSERfgou feddthGbabk. says youdr e
J.COMPARISONBETWEENGENESIS ANOREVELATION
1. The Creation of the Heavens and the Earth. (Genesis 1:2).

The Creation of the New Heavens and Earth. (Revelation 21, 22).

2. The First Adam reigning on the Earth. (Genesis )1:26
The Last Adam reigns in glory, and that is Christ (Revelation 21).

3. We have the Night and Seas created in GenesidQ:5
We have no more night and no more seas in Revelation 21.

32



Introduction

4. We have a bride brought to Adam. Of course, that was Eve (Ge)esi
A Bride is prepared for Christ, which is His Church (Revelation 19).

5. We have a Tree of Life in the Garden of Eden (Genesis 2:9; 3:22).
We have a Tree of Life in the New Creation (Revelation 22:2).

6. Sin brings death, and a curse (Genesis,37419.
We find in the Book of Revelation, the consummation of all, that there will be no more curse, no more
death, and no more tears (Revelation 21:4).

7. We have in Genesis 3:15 the conflict between Christ and Satan.
We find in Revelation 21:10 Sat ands fi nal doom. When he is ¢
more conflict.

8. Then, wefindin Genesis3addman i s driven from Godés face iIin s
We find in Revelation 22:4, men see Christés f

9. Genesis says believettke Abraham, are looking for a city of faith (Hebrews 1116).
We find the Holy City presented in glory, in Revelation 21:10. That is the Second Jerusalem.

100 We find Genesis 22:7 asks, AWhere is the | amb??d

We find Revelation r2i:@gnsa,nstweats,i 9i TwmreerLea mbe 1 s
First, on this Earth for a thousand years; then, in the New Heavens and the New Earth.

11. In Genesis 3:1, Satan utters the first lie.
In Revelation 21:27, nothing that makes a lie enters irgtbdity, the New Jerusalem.

K. WHY THE DEVIL HATES THE BOOK OFREVELATION

We find that the Devil hates the book of Revelation because it gives his execution. In Matthew 25:41 anc
Revelation 20:10theWord of God lets us know that Hell was created fokeil and his angels.
firhen shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire,
prepared for the devil and his angels:0(Matthew 25:41).

AAnd the devil that decei ved t heanstong avisere thalseast anchtheo t he | ¢
false prophetare, and shall be tormented day an#0:1@®.i ght f or ever

Also thrown into the Lake of Fire will be his sons, or his children, those who have rejected Jesus Christ. |
know this is preit strong, but if you are not saved, you are a child of Satan. You see there are only two options:
You are either a child of God by faith in Jesus Christ, or a child of Satan bgngj€trist. John 1:12 tells us,

AiBut as many as r ec eihe poder to betome theosons bfeGod, eyenvto them that
believe on his name: 0

John8: 44 describes Satanédés children,

five are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a murderer from the
beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he
speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father

If you are not saved, you are a child of Satan, and you will spend eternity in the Lake of Fire with your
father. That happens tite Judgment of the Nations when Christ says,

firhen shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire,
prepared for the dMatthew254lhd his angel s: 0

I f Satan can get vy o undtthe Bdoledf Regelagon, thenuyoucwdl mdi believerthadte r
the Beast, and the False Prophet, and Satan will be cast into the Lake of Fire.
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AAnd the beast was taken, and with him the false prop
he deceived them that had received the mark of the beast, and them that worshipped his image. These
both were cast alive into a |l ake of fire burning with

L. WHY THE DEVILHATESTHE BOOK OFGENESIS

Satan hates the Book of Genesis, becahae is where he first appeared in the Garden in Eden, and
deceived our first parents. That sin has been passed on, and is inherited at birth by everyone.

AFor (we) al/l have sinned, and come short of the glory
The old Devil triestod i scr edi t Genesi s, even though the Bil
Heaven(s) and the Eartho (Genesis 1:1). The Bible

created them in His own image. (Genesis 1:27). Satan always waligsriedit the Word of God, so that we will
not believe what it says about mankind being a direct creation of God. This is what he would like us to believe.

AOnce | was a tadpole when | began to begin.
Then, | vas a monkey onacoconutyeed bel i eve i t, or not! Now, I
That i s a joke. Neverthel ess, Satan would I|ike
says you are a direct act of creation. If Satan canaeto/discredit Genesis, and say that it is not true, then you
wi || do the same with the Book of Revel ati on. Yo
book of poetryYou will die and split Hell wide open with that kind of humanigtidlosophy!
Believe it or not, some time back a man came t

denominations, and asked him if he believed that God created male and female in his own image. | found out th
he does not believe that Agaand Eve were real people, or that God remodeled this Earth in six days for

mankind. He does not believe that. o Well, here yo
child of Satan. He does not believe in Creation, and he will proptgste his congregation. Not at first, but he
wi || eventually, because that is his belief. This

every Sunday morning, and doesndt eveaBibkeeandmsiead t h
you about the Bookf Revelation

In reality, the Book of Revelation outlines God©¢
ago in the First Creation will, ultimately, be completed in the New Creation. This is thewBiboa blessing, as
recorded in Revelation 1:3, and the other six pla
Story, o0 and that human affairs are in the hands of

As we study this book we ought to be encoahgnspired to serve Him, and not be found conforming to
this world when He returns.

M. OUTLINE OF THEBOOK: REVELATION1:19
1. First Division: Chapter One.

iWrite the things which thou hast seen, ... o0
The PastJohn saw the vision of the Risen and@@iled Christ. He is the Lord of the Church. He is the
Founder of the Church. 't is not anyone el se. | 1

itds not the Lutherans, isnnomne tbut desu€ @hridytwlisi tike Chief g a n
Cornerstone. He is the Founder of His Church.
2. Second Division: Chapters Two and Three.

fi...and the things which are, ... o0

The Present The Athings which aredo are covered by Ch:
SevenChwrhes existing at the time of the Bookds wri

3. Third Division: Chapters Four to Twenty-Two.
.and the things which shall be hereafter; o
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The Future The Athings which shalll be hereaft-Bwumo.,nd0 ar
Athe things which shall be hereafter, o0 youodl !l ne
raptured before the Sewgear Tribulation takes place.

N. BRIEF SUMMARY OFCHAPTERSFOUR TOTWENTY-TWO

1. In Chapters Four and Five, we have Heawpenly pictured. The scene is in Heaven, as the sgs@n
Tribulation Period begins.

2. In Chapter Six, we have the Seven Seals. The judgment, or wrath of God, begins as the Seal Judgments «
released upon those left upon the Earth after the Rapture.

3. In Chapter Seven, we have the saved. It is a parenthetical chapter, showing that the Jews, and members
every nation and tribe, can be saved during the Tribulation Period.

In Chapters Eight and Nine, the Trumpet Judgments fall upon the Earth.
5. In Chapter Ten, the Angel gives John a book. The Seven Thunders do not reveal their message.

6. In Chapter Eleven, we have the Two Witnesses. The Two Witnesses will speak for God on the Earth. The
Seventh Trumpet Judgment falls upon the Earth.

7. And then, inChapter Twelve, we have Israel pictured. The Antichrist persecutes Israel, and all who believe
in Christ.

8. In Chapter Thirteen, we have the Antichrist revealed. Here, the Antichrist rises tbpmsarér and wants to
be worshig d. We 6 r e g o ihewdll haveyois &nd all neligous @eople that have rejected Christ,
accept the Mark of the Beast, the Number 666.

9.1 n Chapter Fourteen, the 144,000 of Chapte
marching toward Armageddon, appeaas gr apes ripe for the ru

c h

10. Then we have the Bowls pictured in Chapters Fifteen and Sixteen. The Bowls of Wrath. These judgments ar
poured out upon the Earth foll owiWeg htahvee A rhtei [
the King James Transl ation. Literally, I n t
and wrath are going to continue.

| believe that God is just about fed up with the abortion, thegaatiattitude, ath t he fAno Bi bl e
verdicts. o0 Judgment is close to coming here upon
unbelievable. When you compare the condition of our medayncountry, the United States of America, and
the deterioratin since this nation was founded, you would not know it was the same country. God is going to
pour out these bowl judgments upon all those nations that have turned their back upon Him, including the Unite:
States of America. It is hard to believe it is #ane country.

Thank God youdbére a Christian, and when the Rapt
shout, youoll be taken up and out o f this ti me!
Revelation from ChaptetbeFdher eonYodoudl | ook at all

11. Then we comeat Babylon. In Chapter SeventeéenMy st er vy, Babyl on t h-Worl&Gr e at
Religious System of the first threada-half years of the Tribulation Peripid destoyed. And then, in Chapter
Eighteen, the Babylon Commercial World Empire of the Antichrist goes up in flames.

Todayo6s Ec ume msithe farerunieo of thisnapastate systend gou see it everywherBeople
hate it when we @eiawlved ihitThey hadvesbeem gusked irttohteapddhave had their minds
brainwashed into this humani st i c hakialhckurcheg gettbgather. t h
Thati s never Godods pl an, unl emsast thass en evhaurr chheeesn t @acd
and the Toweof Babel (Gen10:1Q 11:1:9).You 6r e having churches get tog:¢
sane thing. This is hypocrisy andod denounces thdtutthat does not stop them!

Maybe you belong tmne of these ecumenical churches. You ought to stop, and realize where you are
headed. Read the Book Bkvelation. Youare being brainwashed into accepting the Antichrist. Most of these

35



The Book of Revel ation: Godds Final

churches do not have a salvation that is provided by Jesus

ChristOh, yes, theyoll tal k ab
salvation BY Christ! They have it by water baptism, or by th
church ordinances. They have it by good works, but not by f

in Christ, alone. People are being programmed today, throygh?

the Ecumaical Movement,
System of the Antichrist.

Now, dondét get mad at me
Bible. You ought to be the one who gets mad, because you h
been | ied to. You have been
get your eyes open! If you read the Book of Revelation, this w
be revealed to you, and you will have a decision to make. ]
will find this in Revelation 18:4:

AAnd | heard another wvoice

her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that

ye receive not of her plagues
12. In Chapter Nineteen, we have Armageddon. This is t
time for the Marriage Supper of the Lamb, Jesus Christ, to {
Bride that is the True Church. It is the Body of Christ made
of evey borragai n believer. You
member of a local church to be a member of the Body of Chr
The minute you believe, you become a member of the Body
Christ. In 1 Corinthians 12:13 we are told,

fFOR BY ONE SPIRIT are we all baptized into one body,

whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free;

and have been all made to dri

This is the baptism of the Holy Spirit, not the preacher
or the water. AFor by one
body.. , 6 is referring to the
Body of Christ, with Christ being the Head.

for the On@orld Religious

fr

H

13. Then, in Revelation 19, Christ comes to the Earth with HisThat shows they are counterfeit right ¢

armies, and destroys the forces of the Antichrist, now gathe
in Israel at Armageddonn the Valley of Megiddo. The seven
years are now over. This takes place at theoétite sevenyear
Tribulation Period.

14. In Chapter Twenty, we have the Kingdom pictured. Chr

establishes the 1,08@ar Kingdom of Peace, prophesied in anything about the Greek language, 4

Isaiah 11, ad in many other prophecies in the Book of Isaiah.

15. The unsaved dead of all the ages are judged at the G
White Throne Judgment, and those not found written in t
Book of Life are cast i nto

Hell (English languagepr Hades (in the Greek), in the center
of the Earth in a place of Torment. They will be brought up, g
the end of the Kingdom, to stand before the Great White Thrg

Word to Man

but t h
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then be cast into the Lake lBifre, before the New Heavens and the New Earth are created.

16. In Chapters Twentpne, and Twentfwo, the New Heavens and Earth are formed. The New Jerusalem
descends to the Earth. The Redeemed are with Christ in joy for all remaining Eternity.

What aglorious, Blessed Hope we have in the Lord Jesus
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O.DEFINITION OFTERMS

1. Proper Title of the Book.

First of all, when you see AThe Revel aQne whichiof S
the title given to the Book by thetras | at or s of the King James Trans|l :
certain church canonizes you after death, and places your statue in their churches. All believers are calle
Asaints. o6 John was a believer ,aramd,byad hreudmh,dwelflg:
t he moment he believed. We must b everfidlear byCCointhasdt2, J e s

AUnt o the church of God which is at @oGirnt Wmade thhé mo
Christ Jesus, calledtobesai nts [ hagi os: Gr . 6hol yo], with all t hat
Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs and ours: o

Here is the literal reading from the Greek:
iTo the assembl \Coriath, ha@Gmybeewdancifigt pigs aizrd: Gilin O6made
0

Christ Jesus, called saints [hagios: Gr . Ohol y@é
Christ in every place, b o t hhe intbrlméar Greelarglidh New r s : 0 (
TestamentZondervan).

We find that Hebrews 10:10 establishes the only way a person can be sanctified, or made holy.

AiBy the which will we are sanctified thrfvallgh the offer

John was a 0 shalieved thiat JesascCaristsdied on the Cross to pay for lisasiar all, he
was present at the Crucifixion! He w4 SO a theolgian, and the Old English lab&r such a one, was

ADi vine. o0 The King James translasenserd;lvmejervpartrofDehy ug
ADi vined was simply the title given to a theol ogi
in the Original. Youbre going to find out the proc

gives it in the First Verse,

fiTHE REVELATION|[ Gr . 6 a p ©k AESYFHPCHRISTG Which God gave unto him, to shew unto his
servants things which must shortly come to pass; and he sent and signified it by his angel unto his

servant John: 0 (Revelation 1:1).

The Greek wor d, Aapokal ypsi s, 0 means ARappearir
revelation. 0 AThe Revelation of Jesus Christo is t

We believe that the best, and proper title, for this wonderful bodls isi bl i ¢ al one, ATh
Jesus Christ.o In the Greek, the initial word ft
Revelation of Jesus Christ, o and this is precd sel

of Lords, and King of Kings, who returns at the end of the Tribulatlon Period to rescue His people, Israel, and al
Christians who have not taken the Mark of the Beast.

Another title for this bAngliézedsmelling ofthesfirstAvpro af this hogks e . ¢
itos found in the or I nal Gr eek. This word
nsil it n of the G e N a kal ypsi s,
re, AThe A cal ypseo si i fies t
cealed. o It S a reve tion of thi s pr
aniel, Isaiah, Joel, and the other prophetdy, now, we have additional details. The Old Testamen

cases, is truly the dictionary and the commentary which explains the Apocalypse.

We will also refer, from time to time, back to the Book of Daniel, because these two books are companion
bodks. Daniel speaks a lot altothe world governments, atice Fourth Beast, an extension down through to the
Tribulation Period showing a matching identification of the Antichrist. So, we will be going back and forth
between the Book of Revelation, and Bwok of Daniel, on some of these key verses to help explain that.

2. A The Abomination of Desol ation. 0

What | s t he Desdlation® nWhatondoeés t hat mean? That i s
the Antichrist in the middle of the Tribulatioreffod. It is his final attempt to force the Jews to worship him,
according to Daniel 9:27; Matthew 24:15; 2 Thessaloniand2:4

i
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—
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3. Who Is the Antichrist?

What do you mean by the Antichrist? It is a name taken fridandl 29 John. In Daniel, he is refred to as
At he LiotOqniet8SHAa) N and At he vi |-4d). Ip2Thessalordans( e & nefereed to 1 1
as Athe Son of Perdition.o I n the Book of Revel ati
seaofpedpe . O

Satan so completely possesses this man, as to amount to an incarnation. That is why he, as the secc
person of the Unholy Trinity, i's a counterfeit Ch
That is why there are three personaigethe Unholy Trinity. Satan is the Angjod, who indwells the Antichrist.

The False Prophet is the counterfeit Holy Spirit, because he does not promote himself. He only desires for th
world to worship fAthe Beast ,h o0fRavelationhSeriptArestshow that hesds i
Judas Iscariot, will become indwelt by Satan. These are the only two individuals that we find in Scripture who
were ever, personallyndweltby Satan, himself.

We have demon possession today. When you study yible 8n demorism, and realize the similarity to
what we have today, it will absolutely shock you. The cniateand the actions of some people today, parallel
what Scripture says we will see at the end of the Tribulation Period. Rentemhigeend of thelribulation
Period occurs seven years AFTER the Rapture, yet we see these things happening today!

We have seen Satan worship, with Anton Levay, the founder of the Satanic Church in California. Mr. Levay
died October 29, 1997, and was cremated. A dpayment on what he is now suffering for all eternity. If he
believed what he said, he is in Hell today. For a
since passed into other hands. These men were demon possessed!

Satan, personally,gssessed only two people, but he has many fallen angels that are demons today. They
also, can possess people. They did so at the time of Christ, raising havoc, and can do so today. They are stro
and they can affect you physically, but they can neviwéll a believer (1 John 4:4).

The Antichrist will oppose Christ and His children, His saints (the believers), and the Jews. He will be first
hailed as Athe Man of Peaceo (Dan. 11:21) , and g
United Sates and Israel will be part of this. At his rise, the Antichrist will be only a man, but with great satanic
power. Remember, Satan, is so powerful that even...

iMi chael the archangel, when contending withsttohe devi |
bring against him a railing accusati on, but said, The
Hi s sudden, nsational , ri se as the Acounterfe

se
beginning of the fthe ratecptdanhiMate thidwewill brihg abdudhjs defebti s
at Jerusalem by the Return of Christ. He will rise to power in the first-dmee-half years,and thenrhe will
declare himself to be God, sitting in the rebuilt Temple at Jerusalem. Duengsththreeanda-half years, he

wi || require you to take the AMark of the Beast. o

4. Eschatology.

Wh a t do we mean when we refer to Esc
meani ng flbgassd , omeaani Mg fuwogr d.fo Glotd 6iss fitl la
study of the Doctrine of the Last Thin
Prophetic Scripture.

5. The False Prophet.

What do you mean b yerawlilbe niafydalsespphetd, maqdng to P John Ak,

h a ésohatasgy ?
ststwor ds o
gs or the

AiBel oved, believe not every spirit [ Gr . pneumal], but

becausemanyfalseprophets[pseudoprophLiUs] are gone out into the worl do

The term fAfalse propheto is translated from tw
Aspurious prophet, i.e. pretended fore teller or 1
orwomen, i ndwelt by demons, who present themsel ves ¢

false, demonic message.
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During the Tribulation Period, the Antichrist w
(1 John 3:8). Thed&se Prophet is not just anyone. He will be the religious ruler who will wgiciethe work of
the Antichrist. While the Antichrist is personally indwelt by Satan, himself; the False Prophet is indwelt by one
of Satands very st r cenngverdvél attempsto prombte hintsalfl He aill freveobedome
an object of worship. He will do the work of the prophet, in that he directs attention away from himself to the
Antichrist, as the only one, he says, who has the right to be worshiped. He #iroivhis power into this.

The False Prophet will imitate many miracles of God. He will cause fire to come down from Heaven in
imitation of the miracles of Elijah, in order to convince the Nation of Israel that he, the False Fsolpliet;.
He is gang to try to persuade them that he is the Elijah, whom Malachi had promised to come. (Mal. 3:1)
Having achieved this deception, the False Prophet will declare that, since this miracle of bringing fire down from
Heaven shows that he is Elijah, therefore Amtichrist is truly Christ and should be worshiped.

He will motivate the unbelievers to build an image of the Beast:
0..saying to them that dwel | on the Earth, that they
(Revelation 13:14hb).

Through someatanic miracle, or technological marvel, He will cause this image to talk and somehow come
to life.

AThis false prophet i s a worker of signs and mi
dor there shall arise false Christs, and false prophetsSE#d.L SHEW GREATSIGNS AND
WONDERS;insomuch that, it werepos si bl e, they shall deceive t he

Our Lord warned against this false prophet. His deception is that he imitates Elijah in bringing down
fire from heaven. He is a combination of Jannes antbdes. See Exodus 7:11,12:

6rhen Pharaoh also called the wise men and the sorcerers: now the magicians off Hgypt,
ALSO DID IN LIKE MAN NER WITH THEIR ENCHANTMENTS (11). For they cast down every
man his rod, and they became serpents: but Aaronswadl | owed u@2.t heir rodso

In other words, they were clever magicians, abdlieve they had satanic powdihis Beast in the
endtimewi 'l al so have satanic power. o(Thru The Bib

When the peopl e s e eownhandworshp theaAaticheist, belidviegyhionltol be theatrud |
Christ. You have the same thing today. Everyone today wants to see some miracle or mirage. You often hear
some dead person appearing here, or there. Or, there has been miraculous appeacaneenef from the
Catholic pantheon of idols. This is all satanic, Folks! We just have gullible people that want something to
believe, religiously, to justify that the religion that they belong to is correct. How foolish can you be?

The Word of God is th&uideline, and the Foundation, of all of that is true or false. When yolatekg
the Bible as your measure for judging what is right aoomg, and what is true or false,then youdr e
trouble, because Satan will deceive you. The only way you canfied out the truth is to read the Bible to see
i f what you are being told corresponds with the Wi
are no fAif, ands, or buts about 1it!o

6. What Do You Mean By Heaven?

The Heaven (s) refereo in the Scriptures, are:
a. First of all, the starry heavens, spoken of in Genesis, Chapter One.
b. Second, the atmospheric heavens in which the birds fly, as in Jeremiah 4:25.

c. Third, the place where God manHdawdrs. OHi Bh aPtrdess
Redeemed have an eternal home prepared for them, as 2 Corinthians 5:1 states.

AiFor we know that if our Earthly house of this tabernas
house not made with hands, eternal in the heave ns . 0
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The New Testament emphasizes the fact that, whenvbedideave this life for Heavahey are alive and
Apresent wi tadwarettaiden 2 Carintldans 5:8,

i We ar e cleay,fandailing rather to be absent from the body, andtobe pr esent with t he

After the Millennium, God will make a New Heavens and New Earth where sin will forever be done away
with. (Rev. 21:1)Upon this New Earth, the Heavg New Jerusalem will descend, aod this New Earth and
in this new city, theredeemed will dwell throughout all Eternity with Christ. Therefore, when we talk about
Heaven, you will know there are three heavens, and the third one is where our eternal home is located.

7. What Do We Mean By the fAlLast Days?o0

What are we sayingwheme r efer to the AlLast Days?0 The ALa:
the Rapture of the saints, and the ushering in of the Tribulation Period of seven years. The Apostle Pat
considered the Rapture might happen at any moment, in his time,@edsed this in Hebrews 1:2,

AHat h i WASTtOA¥Sspoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by
whom also he made the worlds; o

8. What Do We Mean By AMill ennium?o0
From Revelation 20:B, we find the Millennium is the theandyear reign of Christ, immediately
foll owing the Great Tri bul ati on. AMi Il Il enni umo i s
Aannumd which means fAyear. o It is so translated i
meaning fAthousand, 06 and Aetosd meaning fAyear . o0 Thi
Let us pause to | earn about the rejection of A
Eschatology.

I n their bookl et ent$itTledN AGHEt DOCNMIRS SIQAURIPOSYNOI
what they reject concerning the Millennium, or the 1;0@@r Kingdom Reign of Christ on Earth as King of
Kings, and Lord of Lords.

42 . AWith the Augsburg Conf essi onilenni@isnt, or XVI |)
Chiliasm, the opinions that Christ will return visibly to this Earth a thousand years before the end of
the world...o (P. 19, Par. 42).0

The above is not just th@PINION of the Missouri Synod of the Lutheran Church, about what Martin
Luther believed, as i s often cl ai med. This is what
AEschat ol ogyo consisted of i f e, deat h, sl eep in
resurrection of one last day. Here are tloeds of the man, himself.

AWe must consider the coffin as nothing more th
nothing more than a downy bed on which to lay ourselves. . . . Death and grave mean nothing more
than that God neatly lays you aslald in his cradle, or soft little bed where you sweetly sleep until

the Day of Judament.. Luther prayed, "Help us not to fear but to desire death.”" He confessed, "We

should be happy to be dead and desire t3 (idne Theology of Martin Lutingby Pali Althaus).

AEven so | i kewi s ®AYQFJUDGBMENT [endpbasis miree]t therewitle he will
separate all things through fire...will separate the righteous from the ungodly...the righteous shall
ascend upwards into heaven and therein shall livdastmgly but the wicked as the dross and filth
shall remain in hell and therein be damned... (p. 408, Familiar Discourses of Dr. Martin Luther

tr. by H. Bell)

The Millennium is the prophesied, thousayehr period of time when Christ shall reignoapthe Earth
with a Arod of iron.o He wil/l be the King of King
catering to the hypocrisy of religious people trying to pretend they are children of God, and who run to the
church on Sunday, dn t o t he bar on Monday! The Savior, wh o
times, and ended withlatthew 23:33fi Ye ser pent s, ye generation of wvi

of h.ewnill indoubtedly have a few choice words for thedarnday Pharisees!
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No! Christ wildl rule this Earth with a Arod of i
any kind. It will be an Earth, for a thousand years, as God intended it to be, in contrast to what mankind has dor
to destoy the beautiful things that God has given him, including his own life, many times. Satan will be bound
during this period of time, and earthly peace will prevail.

In the Old Testament, this pedids described athe Kingdom of Heaven. Daniel 2:44, Ilghi 11, and
Ezekiel 4048, are the key Old Testament passages which describe the peace and righteousness of this tim
Israel will be restored and converted. They will have an honored place in the Millennial Kingdom, and all of the
land that God promised #braham, Isaac, and Jacob will be inherited by them. God will fulfill all His promises
to His Chosen People during the thousgedr Millennial Reign. They will rule and reign with Christ.

9. What Do We Mean By AThe Rapture?o

One of the key passages filve event of the Rapture is found in 1 Thessalonians-#313n Verse 17,
"caught up" is the Greek word, "HARPAZO," and means "to be raptured, or snatched away, forcibly and
suddenly.” The Latin word for "shall be caught up” is "rapiemur.” The Latirodaty says that the root for the
Latin word "rapiemur"” is "rapio," which means '$natchgrah carry off abduct 0

Birds of prey, also known aaptors, hunt and feed on other animals. The tenaptor,” is derived from the
Latin wordfraper® (meaning to seize or take by force). Thbsdsare characterized by keen vision that allows
them to detect prey during flight, and powetfibnsandbeaks. Thegwoop down out of the night to sink their
talons deep, and carry off their prey. One moment the lamb is grazing, and the next he is canghtupo be
seen again.

Latin uses word endings to show case, numberlgremnd tense, to clarify the meaning. Many words are
"transliterated” directly into English with English endings added. The Latin Vulgate Bible is the Latin translation
of the Hebrew and Greek manuscripts by Jerome, completed around 405 A.D., and ltadeethe word
Arapiemuro in 1 Thessalonians 4:17.

From the King James Translation, translated from the Greek of the Textus Receptus, and the best translatic
in existence todagywe quote 1 Thessalonians 4:17,

iThen we which ar e aé¢dawhkt upahaghazae] ogethdr with thémaih the clouds, to
meet the Lord in the air: and so hall we ever be with

In 1 Thessalonians 4:17, the Latin Vulgate reads:

"deinde nos qui vivimus qui relinquimur simul RAPIEMUR [CAUGHT UP] cum illis in
nubibus obviam Domino in aera et sic semper cum Domino erimus."”

The Latin Text translated by Erasmus in 1555 rece

"deinde nos qui uiuimus, qui relinqui erimus, fimul cum illis RAPIEMUR? [CAUGHT UP]
in nubib occurfum domini in aéra, & fic femper cum domino erimus."

There you have it. "Rapture” is a scriptural word...just in a different language, or translation!

The Greek verb, Aharpazo, 0 has vari ous trandagedbyn g s
only one, uniform, English word. Here are some of the meanings indicated by the context of Scripture:
1. “"Catch wup, or away,; " 2. ARapture by force
pl ace to another; o 4. ATo pluck. o

P. PROOF OF THIRAPTURE BYSCRIPTUREREFERENCE
1. John 10:28, 29translated "pluck” from the Greek word "HARPAZO."

"And | give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man PLUCK them out of
my hand. (28) My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to PLUCK them
out of my Father's hando (29).

2. John 6:15,translated "take by force" from the Greek "HARPAZO."

"When Jesus therefore perceived that they would come and TAKE HIM BY FORCE, to make him a king,
he departed again into a mountain himself alone."
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3. Acts 8:39.This was when Philip was "caught away," translated from the Greek word, "HARPAZO."

"And when they were come up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord CAUGHT AWAY Philip, that the
eunuch saw him no more: and he went on his way rejoicing."

4. 2 Corinthians 12:2,4Paul was fAcaught wupo t o RvaorHdARRAAZO, tr an

"I knew a man in Christ above fourteen years ago, (whether in the body, | cannot tell; or whether out of
the body, | cannot tell: God knoweth;) such an one CAUGHT UP to the third heaven." (2).

"How that he was CAUGHT UP into paradise, and heard unspeakable words, which it is not lawful for a
man to utter” (4).

5. 1 Thessalonians 4:17This is the Raptr e , when believers are "caugh
suddenly, o0 translated from the Greek word "HARPA

"Then we which are alive and remain shall be CAUGHT UP together with them in the clouds, to meet the
Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord."

6. Matthew 11:12,translated "take by force" from the Greek word "HARPAZO."

"And from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffereth violence, and the
violent TAKE IT BY FORCE."

7. Acts 23:10 translated "take byofr c e . " Paul , being rescued from th
from the Greek word "HARPAZO."

"And when there arose a great dissension, the chief captain, fearing lest Paul should have been pulled in
pieces of them, commanded the soldiers to go down, and to TAKE HIM BY FORCE from among them,
and to bring him into the castle.”

8. Acts 1:11 At the Ascensi on, Chri st was it aken upo
AHARPAZO. o

"...Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is TAKEN UP from
you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven."

You and I, as Christians, because wedve receiVve
when the awful judgments in the Boaif Revelation take place here on earth. God will direct them from
Heaven, Hi msel f. He wi || call this angel over and
Earth so that it will burn men, and they will seek to have relief, but theyw f i nd none! 6 Th
Goddés judgments, as ,Qecorded in Revelation 16: 8

ifiAnd the fourth angel poured out his vial upon the su

with fire. (8) And men were scorched with great heat, and blasphemed the name of God, which hath

power over these plagues: and they repented not to giwv

Before we conclude this introduction, let me ask you this. Have you accepted Jesus Christ as your Savior
Thank God that He loved us, and He sent Jesust@hpay forour sin. In John 14:6, he says,

iél am the way, the truth, and the |ife: and no man co
You can accept Christ, now, as your Savior, and
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PICTORIALESSAY ONJOHN, THE APOSTLE

John was exiled to the Isle of Patmos, located about 70 miles out in the Aegean Sea, by the Roman
Emperor, Domitian. He was sent there in about 95
A.D. Rome had a penal camp Batmos. Here in this isolated spot, away from his beloved Christian friends,
John received the visions of what lies in the future that make up the Book of Revelation.

In Revelation 1:9, John sayis, his greeting to the churchésh at h e f i, &nd tompanion inb
tribulation, 0 and he had been fisentencedo to t
Jesus Christ.o

The cruel Domitian had ordered everyone to addr
in his treatment of both Jews and Christians, and John, as the last living Apostle, had been targeted.

o

r t
hi s

3. The Apostle John on Patmos. Artist: Pat Marvenko SimRevelationlllustrated.com
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John writesthat.il was i n tlhoer dSpss rday,onandheheard behind
Apostle is talking with the Lord, as he had always done since those last, forty, glorious, days the disciples had
spent with the Savior after the Resurrection. Each day after that, he hadstweat fellowship with his
Savior, and Friend, by coming in the finew and | iv
allow his memory to wander back to those preci ous
of their krth. At his advanced age, he knew he would soon be seeing Him face to face again. What a joyful
time that would be for John. Even though he had outrun Peter to see the empty tomb, he was going to be th
|l ast disciple to fAgo Hnothee,albeitHernspaimfulli.h. end had preced

Suddenly, there the Lord is, in person! But what an awesome personage John now beholds! This is not the
person the Jews reviled as simply fAJoseph, the cas
to renewan old friendship, and even though John is aged and the last living apostle, the Savior is not through
with him yet. John is now going to take Goddés fir
world! So, get on your feet, John. You kaa job to do. Even though it has been sometheasand plus
years since Johndéds time, the Savior says:

fAnd, behold, | come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his work
s h al I-Rbvelation 22:12.

It was of vital impotance to the Lord to inform mankind what happens if you do not trust Christ as your
Savior before the Church is raptured, or, you die. It is even more so, now, some two thpusamears later!
And, evidently, being a senior citizen is no excuse forseoting the Lord.
fi S ay i amgAlpha and Omega, the first and the last: and, What thou seest, write in a book, and
send it unto the seven churches which are in Asia; unto Ephesus, and unto Smyrna, and unto
Pergamos, and unto Thyatira, and unto Sardis,and unt o Phi |l adel phi aRevelatiord unt o L :
1:11
The Lord instructed John to dAwrite in a booko
hand, as the Lord would not have asked him to do something he could not do. There was avidentty
get mai | from Patmos to the mainland, or John wo
hurches. 0 Domitian sent John to Patmos to keep
omi tian, but g theédBookwdrevdlgtioncgoes arand the world in every language?
n

Heaven and Earth shall pass away; but my word shall r

c
D

4. Surprised by the Lord. Artist: Pat Marvenko Smith. Revelationlllustreden
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Pictorial Essay on the Apostle John

or'he mystery of the seven stars which thou sawest in my right hand, and
the seven golden candlesticks. The seven stars are the angels of the

seven churches: and the seven candlesticks which thou sawest are the
sevenc h u r c hReselation 1:20

5. Christ In the Midst of His Churches. Artist: Chauncey Navarro
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CHART: THE “HAT DIAGRAM” —=FROM CALVARY TO THE NEW HEAVENS AND NEW EARTH

Cc E
5 D i
B |l i IR
H N
Pentecost G
50 Days A i L p
Ealvany “And the things which F J K M
“Write the things which thou Are...” The 7 Churches.
hast seen.” The Glorified Christ. The Church Age. “And the things which shall be hereafter. “ - After the Rapture. (Revelation 1:19)
A. Church Age — From Pentecost to the Rapture. Known as: I Christ Returns to the Earth.
1. The Building {(Eph. 2:19-22). 1. Location, the Mount of Olives (Zech. 14:4).
2. The Bride (Rev. 19:7,8). 2. Saints of God Will Come With Christ (Jude 14).
3. The Church (Ecclesia, Assembly) (Eph. 5:25). 3. Christ Upon His Throne (Matt. 25:31).
B. Rapture (1 Thess. 4:13-18; 1 Cor. 15:50). 4. Purpose: To Judge The Nations (2 Tim. 4:1).
1. Ends the Church Age; Begins the Tribulation. J. Battle of Armageddon (Rev. 14:15-20; 16:16; 19:15-21).
C. Judgment Seat of Christ (2 Cor. 5:10; 1 Cor. 3:11-15). K. Judgment of the Nations (Matt. 24:38-44; 25:32-46).
1. Occurs in Heaven, after the Rapture. L. Reign of Christ On Earth.
D. Seven-year Tribulation Period (Dan. 9:25-27). 1. Length - 1,000 years (Rev. 20:1,2).
1. Last 7 Years of 490 Years; Jacob’s Trouble; Jer. 30:7 2. Three Nations Resurrected In a Day (Isa. 19:24,25).
E. Marriage Supper of the Lamb (Rev. 19:7-9). “Egypt, my people, Assyria, the work of my hands, and
F. First Battle of Gog & Magog (Ezek., Chapters 38, 39). Israel mine inheritance” (Isa. 19:24).
G. Antichrist's Rise To Power (Dan. 11:21 & 32; 8:23). 3. Peace (Isa. 11:6-9).
H. Antichrist breaks his covenant with Israel. 4. Nations must be represented at the Feast of Tabernacles
1. The Abomination of Desolation spoken of in Dan. 9:27; in Jerusalem once a year. (Zech. 14:16-19).
Matt. 24:15-20). 5. The Marriage Supper of The Lamb (Rev. 19:79).
2. Start of the Great Tribulation To The Last 3-1/2 Years M. Second Battle of Gog And Magog (Rev. 20:8-10).
(Matt. 24:21,22). N. Great White Throne Judgment (Rev. 20:11-15).
3. Antichrist Declares Himself to Be God (2 Thess. 2:3,4). 0. New Heavens & New Earth (Rev. 21:1; 2 Peter 3:13).

4, Starts His Control As World Dictator (Rev. 13:16-18) .
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REVELATION : CHAPTER ONE

O RITE THE THINGSWHICH THOUHASTSEENS 8 8 0

AfBehol d, the former things are come to pass, and new |
you of them. o (lsaiah 42:9)

The Lord Jesus has given us a book whichvmites History before it ever takes place. What a blegsiisg
to be able to see the future as God has prewritten it here in the Word of God. We find that Chapter One is the fir
part of the natural outline of the Book of Revelation given in Revelation 1:19.

1. First Division: Chapter One.
AWrite t hiehtholnhastgesn,,. ( 19a) .

The Past John saw the vision of the Risen and Glorified Christ. He is the Lord of the Church. He is the
Founder of the Church. 1t is not anyone Balissjet 63t
not the Lutherans, nor the Catholic organizatioms o one but Jesus Christ who is the Chief Cornerstone.
He is the Founder of His Church.

2. Second Division: Chapters Two and Three.
fi .and the things which are,...0 ( 19b) .

ThePresent The l’muh:lhngwew are covered by Chapters Two
Seven Churches existing at the time of the Book©o
3. Third Division: Chapters Four to Twenty-Two.
.and the things which shall be hereafter;o (19¢c)
TheFutureThe fAthings which shal/l be hereafter  -Dvo.ar e
In A...the things which shal/l be hereafter, o0 yol

because it is raptured before that seyear Tribulaion Period takes place.

Revelation 1:1. Explanation of the Title.

AThe Revelation. o It is the Disclosur e, t he Apo
know what is going to happen.

i T hREVELATION OF JESUS CHRIST, which God gave unto him, to shew unto his servants things

which must shortly come to pass; and he sent and signi
In the First Century, they thought maybe the things written in the Book of Revelation were going to come to
passyyst in a few years after John wrote them. God d
with the Lord is as a thousand years. o |t doesnoét
a time el ement ctivef thad does@at doindde exactlysmihetime as man has it down here. We
t hink, down here, if we live fifty or sixty years
years ol d, we think, ABoy, webve had a long |ifel¢
Timeisonlya i sl and in Godés Sea of Eternity. 't has
run His schedul e, and to put things on a timetabl

been. He allots time to man so we can understiadvorkings, and the approximate time in which He is going
to do something.

Revelation 1:2. The Inspired Testimony.
iwho bare record of the word of God, and of the testim

How did the Lord communicat&é Book of Revelation to John? According to Revelation 4,:1the Father
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gave the revelation to the Son, and the Son gave
Sometimes, Christ, Himself, conveyed the information to John (R0, 11). At other times, an elder brought
Christbés message to John (Revil®).133qgmetri mds waa sii\vac
told John what to say and do (Rev. 10:4). But no matter how the book came from God to John, inapiseall i

by the Spirit.

Revelation 1:3. The Book with a Blessing.

BLESSED is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things which
are written therein: for the timeisat hand. 0

We are saying the Book of Revelatieni a b |

ess
be blessed if you just read
going to find out what God has in the future.

i ng! Youbre going to b
it our sel

el f ! And t he

y

Revelation 1:4. The Letterls Addressed to the Seven Churches of Asia Minor

JOHN TO THE SEVEN CHURCHES which are in Asia: Grace be unto you, and peace, from him which is,
and which was, and which is to come; and from the seve]

fiJohn to the seen churches which areinAsia 6 John addresses his Il ette
were in the Roman Province of Asia. This area was governed by a proconsul, and is, therefore, sometimes call
Proconsular Asia. This is the, preseaty, western part ofurkey. The Seven Churches, or, it should be
fassemblies, 0 were not buildings. The early churcl
acquire buildings wuntil approxi mately 20O0oplk,ithg 00
congregations, that make up thesé u r ¢ h e got to ¥emember, ¢here were more churches in Asia Minor, at
that time, than the seven mentioned in the Book of Revelation. At Colosse and Hierapolis, there existe
congregations. Paul wrote dfpistle to the Colossians. These seven churches in the Book of Revelation,
however, REPRESENT the entirety of the churches.

fAnd from the seven Spirits which are before histhrone 6 The Number Seven, ir
divine completeness, therefothe sevens of this Book represent the entirety of the subject at hand. The seven
churches represent all the churches. The seven spirits are a personification of the omnipresent Spirit of God,
Revelation 3:1 notifies us that Christ is the Possesdiedbeven Spirits. Notice Isaiah 112]

AAnd there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of J

And the... [1.] SPIRIT OF THE LORD shall rest upon him, the... [2.] SPIRIT OF WISDOM and... [3.]

UNDERSTANDING, the... [4] SPIRIT OF COUNSEL and...[5.] MIGHT, the... [6.] SPIRIT OF
KNOWLEDGE and of the... [7.]FEARof t he LORD; 0

Everything that God does can be identified in all these ways, plus many more. They are not limited. In
Ephesians 1:120, we find bat, by the grace of God, these seven abilities are also available to the Christian to
strengthen him in living the Christian life.

AThat the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, t IPRITOEt her of
WISDOM and [2.] REVELATION IN THE KNOWLEDGE of him: (v.17) The eyes of your... [3]
UNDERSTANDING being enlightened; that ye may know what is the... [4.] HOPE OF HIS CALLING, and

what the... [5.] RICHES OF THE GLORY of his inheritance in the saints,(v. 18) what is the exceeding...

[6.] GREATNESS OF HIS POWER to us-ward who believe, according to the... [7.] WORKING OF HIS

MIGHTY POWER,0 (19). Which he wrought in Christhmavhen he
his own right hand in the heavenly places, 6 ( 20) .

So,t oo, do we have the Number Seven, Godbés numbe
Seven Trumpets, the Seven Bowls, and the Seven Thunders that are going to be described later. All represent
total span of these judgments.

Revelation15.1't I s Chri stés Blood That Saves.

AAnd fr om Jwhoisshe faithful iwisness, and the first begotten of the dead, and the prince of
the kings of the Earth. Unto him that loved us, and WASHED US FROM OUR SINS IN HIS OWN
BLOOD, o

Along with that,turn with me now to 1 Peter 1:19,
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Revel ation: Chapter One. AWrite

ABut with the precious blood of Christ, as of a | amb w
Youdbd be surprised at the | etters that we get,
know, Pa st orsoYadyau bawe pointesl asrtaethe Lord Jesus. Yes, we believe that Jesus died for us
but in the church we went to Godoés Word was so dir
heard very little of the Gospel. Oh, Yes. They wosdgtthat Jesus Christ shed His blood on the Cross, but if you
want to be a part of the Body of Christ, youobdve gc
the Body of Christ. You have stimulated us to study this. We now know that it [ddbé of the Lord Jesus
Christ that saves us, not our water baptism.o

Water baptism doesndt put us into the Body of CHh
We find that in 1 Corinthians 12:13,

AFor by one Spitized (br placed intovane bady,| whdtharpve be Jews or Gentiles, whether

we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink i nf
I would like for you to read the last part of Revelation 1:5 again,
AfiuUnto him that l ovedows, sam¢é washed wswnf bomod. o

The Apostle Peter said the same thing in 1 Peter 1:18, when he got on the congregation, there, for the Jewi
traditions they were holding on to. We have the same thing today. People want to substitute tradition for the Wor
of God, and bring in things that have absolutely nothing to do with the Bible. They will appeal to the flesh and
look religious, but they are meaningless to God. They are empty, and vain, and have no substance whatsoever!

In 1 Peter 1:180,

i For as muyeckhow ¢that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your

vain conversation receivedby tradi ti on f r o BUTWITHMHE PREGGUS 8L,OOD QFL 8 )

CHRIST, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot (19): Who verily was foreordained before the
foundation of the world, but was manifest in these | as:

We are redeemed Awith the precious blood of Chr
the finished work of the Lord Jesus Chiastd salvation being by grace, is a cult religion. Mark it down! Many
are coming on the scene. We are seeing some that are sending out prayer cloths, and you send a little bit of mo
back to them with it. These are big name organizations. One begirentiew People want to do something for
God, but many times they are deceived by the phonies that are out there. These are charlatans who do anyth
that they possibly can to fleece you from yowgo mor
out and pastor a church. Amen?o I f you ever nee
television, do you think they would be available?

Let me just say this. We emphasize the local church here on the Heritage Radio Bible (Hasse Ye
appreciate that you are listening to the radio ministry, but it is only a support to your faith as you attend a goo
Bible-teaching church. It is wonderful that we have pastors all over the United States that believe in the truth ¢
the Word of GodYou might have to hunt a little bit to find them, but they are out there.

Revel ation 1: 6. The Believerbés Royal Priesthood.
AAnd hat h KINGSIAD BRIESTS unto God and his Father; to him be glory and dominion for
ever and ever . Amen. 0
We find outthh we Chri sti ans, who have trusted in Chri
that , as Christbés servant s, we are not un

der b onc
n

directly to God in prayer because of the finished wafrkhe Lord Jesus Christ. We need no human ministers, or

priests, to ever intercede for us. In fact, the Bible says in 1 Timothy 2:5,
i Fthereisone God, and one mediator bet ween God and men, t h

AThere is one medi amaor . bedwaeand God s@mays who it
being.

As we begin to get a little background here, we find out that there are many Christians who are not fully
aware of the royalty of their inheritance. We tend to look with awe &etho high office, such as presidents,
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kings, and czars. We see their privileged position, and all the benefits they receive from this elevation, but Chri
has made every Christian a king and a priest. He has given us royalty, and our destiny isestioyal d

In the Old Testament, only the priest had the right to the access of God. When a male Jew entered tf
Temple, he could pass through theurt ofthe Gentiles, the Court of the Women, the Court of the Israelites; but,
there, he must stop. Into ti@ourt of the Priests he could not go. By our new birth in Christ, we now have royal
blood, and we can come directly and boldly into the Throne of Graearé/told that in Hebrews 4:16,

fiLet us therefore come bol dl y uwbtdainomercyhand finchgraoenteehelp f gr ac e
in time of need. 0O

We are to come boldly before the Throne of Grace. God wants each Christian to come directly to Him. Yot
dondét have to go through a church, a prouecartand yaur g
may want to talk to the Lord. Wel | , start talking
want other intercessors to get in the way. You go to the Lord Jesus.

Religion will always try to enslave you. They will alwayg to get you to go to a man. Wherever you have
those requirements, you have a cult religion. You have a counterfeit religion. You have religion, but you do no
have Christianity! As weobOve said a t houdthat preachéerme s
|l oves the Lord. Any preacher that says, AfYou come
the Christecentric vertebrae of the Bible. It is the Lord Jesus Christ who forgives our sins.

We find out vy Ranan citizemshipiwasfor the privdleged few. John was not a citizen, but he
rejoiced in the fact that, in Christ, he now had a heavenly citizenship. He was not only a citizen, buaadeang
priest of the heavenly family, himself. What an inherigatitat you and | have!

Revel ation 1: 7. The Theme of t he Book: AiBehol d, H e

ABehol d, he comet BVERN BYBE SHALLOSEH HIM, ardrthey also which pierced him:
and all kindreds of the Earth shall wail because of him. Evenso, Ame n . 0

The Mountain Peaks of Prophecy — What the Old Testament Prophets Saw.

1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 1. 8.
Their The The The The The The The
Own 70 Yr. Return 1! Coming World Valley 7-Year Kingdom
Day. Captivity. From Of Messiah Wide Between. Tribulation

Captivity. To Die Dispersion They did Period.
For the Sin Of the Not see

Of the World Jews in the
\\ 70 A.D. Church Age.
/ / \\\\\ /

John sees Christ coming in the clouds with power and glory at the end of theysavdmibulation Period.
You will find wherever Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, refer to the coming of the Lord Jesus, it is never the
Rapture of the Church.

Matt hew, Mar k, Luke, and John never knew of t he
Peaks of Prophecy. 0 They saw the first mountain p
saw the second mountain peak when Christ is cot@wi in Revelation, Chapter 19, riding the white horse to
execute judgment upon this Earth. They never saw the valley in between. That valley is the Church Age, fror
Pentecost until the Rapture, when Jesus Christ comes as described in 1 ThessalorighsThd Rapture will
be immediately followedby theSevenYear Tribulation Period, for which the Rapture is the precipitating event.

So, when we come to fAevery eye shalll see himé, o
Nfevery eyhei neéh?a0l IThsaete i s a very interesting thing.
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24:29 30 also, in Matthew, Chapter 25. At that time, he will slay the armies of the Antichrist gathered in Israel at
Armageddon. We will get to that in Revelatid@hapter 19. Here we have the Prelude, at the beginning of the

Book of Revelation, where it fAflashes outo with t
and every eye shall see him.o

Those that Awai |l 0 her e RerGentileshvbo have tnustach Ghristoduringl tker a
Tribulation Period. These cry because they have so long turned their backs on their Savior. As they see the O
who suffered for their sins, they break into wailing when they behold His wounds on their behalf.

Revelation 1:8.

A am Al pha and Omega, the beginning and the ending,
which is to come, the Al mighty. o

Here is a sefproclamation by Christthéddlei s t he A Al pha and Omega. o | f
these verses apply to the Father, or the Son, refer to Revelation 22:13, where they unmistakably apply to the So

fl [ Jesus] am Al pha and Omega, the beginning and the en

A few years ago, ministers and laymen alike, wondewead it would be possible for every eye to see the
Lord Jesus Christ as He comes through those clouds. From a human standpoint, this seemgubssibdity.
However, on Monday, July 21, 1969, people from all over the world watched Neil Armstrong tdikst Isiep
on the moon. Some of us may remember that. Through orbiting satellites that bounced radio and television signz
back to Earth, every eye was able to see the event, simultaneously. John did not know about these things. He
not know about telvision, or satellites in orbit. He knew nothing about sending video and audio signals clear
back to the Earth from being in space orbit, but the Holy Spirit knew about it.

nALl I s is givep byunspération of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness: o (2 Timothy 3:16).

The Holy Spirit said, AJohn, you write this dowl
Now, let us continue.

AfHe i s the #AAl pha and I@medipg 0 tThe Reogidndiesaq sa rCd r-
is the start of humanity, as élts us in Colossians 1:16, 17,

fFOR BY HIM WERE ALL THINGS CREATED, that are in heaven, and that are in Earth, visible and invisible,
whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: ALL THINGS WERE CREATED BY HIM, and
for him (16): And he is before all things, and by him

We are having another resurgence of Theistinc EVv
evdutionary type of creation.fat i s, God created the Afirst bl ob,
wanted to. As | said that is called Theistic Evol
Go (s

iln the beginning d creat.edd the heaven ) and the Ea
Everything was in its perfect order.

iSo God cr eatosvdimage imthé imagé of €od created he him; male and female created he
themo (Genesis 1:27).

I n the beginning, N God oManknd s doingneverythingithey psiloly canitos i r
discredit the Word of God. They even came out with this nonsense about Theistic Evolution in the Minneapolis
Star Tribune.

The ter m, AfThei stic Evolution, O i s an oxXxymor on.
Creator,isth@pposi te of false 0Evol wolutomtaerefpre, 8wlutiemcanaat h[e Seé
Aitheistic. o0 That is |'i ke saying ndl am absolutely
newspaper over there. | wish they wouldeiview someone sometime, who has some intelligence! Yo u sa y,
nOh, Pastor Younce, Yo shoul dnét talk that ay! o
once. Il 611 just give you t wo:

iThe f ool hat h Theseiisdno Gad. They are coreupt,rthiey have done abominable works,

thereisnone that doeth goodo (Psalm 14:1).
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iThe f ool hat h Theeiischo God. Cariugt aréntleeg, rartd have done abominable iniquity:
thereisnone that doeth goodod (Psalm 53:1).

Some of tlese modernistic preachers are coming out now, under the pressure of your feminist movemen
and saying, nOh, God can be a female. 0 They are pi
is a female, why in abthbewowhidclkbdoamwe ipnale alt@nig 0 Fi
true, why wasnoét Jesus dehharéhsated womgngorrayingtRemstves as fopls, u
in denying the Word of God. They want their feministic rights, and they want toubv&€tod. These are your
God deniers under the disguise of religion. These are not women that love the Lord, but women that defy th
Lord. These are women that want to do away with the Bible, make God a female, and they publish this garbage

the Star Tl u n e ! It would be nice if they would get some
Word, but this is the bias of the newspapers that we have today. Anything degrading the Bible, they are going
publish for nothing. When someone standfupr t he Bi bl e, and can prove t

anything to do with that.

At the time of this writing, there are three women candidates from both major parties, who are contending fo
the highest office of our laddthe Presidency! In f, this is the second run for one of them. They do not realize
this is part of what brought down the nation of Israel. Let us take note of how God sent the Prophet Isaiah t
pleadwith the nation in Isaiah 3:12,

s for my people, children are their oppressors, and women rule over them. O my people, they which

lead thee cause theet o er r |, and destroy the way of thy paths. o
fiThey which lead thee cause thee to err, and destroy the way of thy path8 Now, t hworte i s
repeatingfiThey which lead the caus¢heet o err, and destroy the way of

to Pastor Younce. God said that, not Pastor Younce! | have to say that we have many lovely ladies in our churc
God bless them, and we need every one of them! It givegreag joy to say that they, all, agree with God as to
how a woman is to serve Him. If God was against having a woman in leadership over the nation of Israel, shou
not we realize that He would be against having a woman as President of this great daungy o

Revelation 1:9. AJohn, a Brother and Companion in
Letdbs go back and pick up Verse Nine,

il John, wYOWR BROFHER,aAMD COMPANION IN TRIBULATION, and in the kingdom and
patience of Jesus Christ, was in the isle that is called Patmos, for the word of God, and for the testimony
of Jesus Christ. o

Here, we find John in exile on an island located about seventy miles from Ephesus. John had pastored t
churches, there, in Asia Minor. Now, after being sent to prison by Domitian,she Hhe c o me a fic on
tribulationdo with t he-45pweliireithatdamescandplbhe asked forrthroives, yet in thed
later years, they were both given tribulation. James was slain in Acts Twelve, and, now, JohmsexiezsHe
was exiled because of the Word of God which he had preached.

You know it is interesting that John mentions the sea twivdgytimes in this book. He, also, says he was,

f .in the isleéin the spiritéo Wha tughtaeverwnod esoffour| ¢
spiritual bl essings. I n this case, John is being
faithfulness in tribulation has given us fAthe Book
Re

vel ation al: V®.i cieA @Grse of a Trumpet . 0
Al was in the Spirit on the GREATVOICE, AS O ATREIMRET,hoe ar d behi

We find here that John hear s the voice of Chr i
Revelation:

1. In Revelation 41, the trumpet calls John up to Heaven, a picture of the Rapture.
2. In Revelation 8, 9; 11:139, trumpets signal the wrath of God poured out upon the world.

3. And in the OId Testament, the Jews used trumpets to gather the assembly. We find thaptednBtitute
in Jerusalem has certain trumpets already pegptar use for their services\wvhat they believe is going to be
their rebuilt Temple, but will actually be the Tribulation Temple.
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Aln the Holy Templ e, sil v aegsertice,uasnpel asdor anmoencings e d
the arrival of the Shabbat, the New Moon, the three Festivals, and for other various octasons.
gold-platedshofar, (ram's horn), is blown in the Holy Temple on Rosh Hash#ea.silver
platedshofar, (ram's horn), s bl own i n t he Ho [They dlreadhyphave theom f a st
manufactured and waiting.] http://www.templeinstitute. org/vessels_gallery_17.htm

4. In Numbers 10:%they used them to announce war,

AAnd i f ye go to war i n hatoppressethgoudhermyg shallblew analérre with n e my t
the trumpets; and ye shall be remembered before the LORD your God, and ye shall be saved from your
enemies. 0

They used them to announce cpédays. Notice Numbers 10:10,

iAl so i n t he dmkssyandoirf yow solemn dayk, @and in the beginnings of your months, ye
shall blow with the trumpets over your burnt offerings, and over the sacrifices of your peace offerings; that
they may be to you for a memorial before your God: | am the LORD your God. 0

5. In1 Thessalonians 4:167, G o wimpet wilt call the Church home,

iFor the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a
the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first (16):

Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord
in the air; and so shall we ever be with the Lordd 17].

When you speak about the L or-dediers, ahdinfidels.gypu hgve someadf w a
these modernistic preachers coming out and saying,
the Bible. Read 1Thessalonians 4113 . |l tés there! A promise of the ci

of every chapterinthe Boa¥ 1Thessal oni ans. Yes, the pr omithsoaghthd t h
Bible, and Has coming! But in Isaiah 53:1, they said the same thing about His First Coming.

iwho hath believed our r eporlORDraemwe aloe dvhdo m i
Wh i e promise of His coming?0o t
t u S youdre not going to meet
n t

e
hoet Rirrusstt e@o ndinmg .i nYotubve go
: youdd remember the | ast w

t he rm

S
h y .

o)
T o

Q -

ey s
Jesu
rel i o]
o] (o4

R — S

h
u
n
S r d
0

iféYe men of Galilee, why st dissameylesusgwhizhiisnakenwpfromyott o heave
into heaven, SHALL SO COME IN LIKE MANNER AS YE HAVE SEENHIMGOi nt o heaven. 0

If you deny His Second Coming, you are denying the Rapture when He comes to take the Church home. Or
an asked not odethat gre aivg gaing th recognizd those that are the dead in Christ on the way
p?o0 | sai d, Al dondt know, but they someti mes <ca
umor ous he Bi bl e s pveraikistalking abouty erallydbeiagddead. n
hese wer [ s who were fiin Christ, o who h
e religi who are going to denyngtahdeHeRap
lIs them here in 2 Peter 3:
AKnowing his first, that th

er
saying, Where is the promise of his c¢comi

C'_D"U—|:C3
o o
c

e shall come in the | ac
ng?o
Revelation 1:11. AAlpha and Omega. 0

i S AY I IMM Alpha and Omega, the first and the last: and, What thou seest, write in a book, and send
it unto the seven churches which are in Asia; unto Ephesus, and unto Smyrna, and unto Pergamos, and
unto Thyatira, and unto Sardis, and unto Philadel phia,

He names the seven churclibat we will find, as we go on into Chapter Two,
1. Ephesus is the Apostolic Church. (Z1L
2. Smyrna is the Persecuted Church. {218
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3. Pergamos. (2:327). This church began to be married to the world under Constantine.

4. Thyatira is the Church of Continual Sacrifice. (229. This is where Rome began to bring in purgatory,
prayer beads, and holy water. All of these continual sacrifices are contrary to the Word of God. They brough
those in during the Dark Ages.

5. Sards pictures the Reformation, or the New Birth. (8)1L Johan Gutenberg, of Germany, had the first
printing press, printing the first Bible. During this time, there were great men who rose up in opposition to the
Church of Rome, and all of the sacrificé®y brought in by councils. None of the sacrifices which the
Church of Rome brought in were from the Word of God, whatsoever.

6. The Church of Phil adel phi a 413 This s ée tiine where fiou lvafl Dafiid r o
Livingston, HudsornTaylor of China Inland Missions, David Brainerd to the Native Americans, and Jonathan
Goforth, a great, great missionary to China. There were many great men, during this time, who were
preaching, AYoubre O0saved byitigagidtofedGod, nothof worksy lest ainya it
man should boast. 60 It would be great iif we had
We thank God for Bible teachers all over America, and God does have them around.

7. Now we move to the Choh of Laodicea. (3:122). This church characterizes the time we are living in
todaypt he ti me of fApeopleds rights. o It is a time v
the Bible, and turning to the humanistic philosophies of men.dweRtion 3:17, they claim to be rich,
characteristic of the ecumenical church today. Rich and wealthy, but absolutely dead! This is what is calle
dead Protestantism. All of these churches pictur

Revel ation 1:@alb.ooifkWroi te it i n

fi S ay i amgAJpha and Omega, the first and the last: and, WHAT THOU SEEST, WRITE IN A BOOK
[Gr eek, O6bi b]andsand ibunta theseverochdrches which are in Asia; unto Ephesus, and unto
Smyrna, and unto Pergamos, and unto Thyatira, and unto Sardis, and unto Philadelphia, and unto
Laodicea.o

fiwhat thou seest, write in a book The Gr eek w miblidn, ahdir is s® d¢ransldted ini s
Revelation 6:14 when the heavens aregseselkerto be de
a
o]

AAnd the heaven departed s a scroll when it is roll e
moved out of their places.

In the 12 occurrences of the word Abooko in the
wor d, ifomi,® meani rRgv. 1il4 Rev.5:19] Re\ 6:14;Rewe 10:Bev. 13:8 Rev. 17:8 Rev.
20:12 Rev. 21:27Rev. 22:79, 10 18 (twice), 19).

A little background: Papyrus was too brittle to be folded, so it whsdréo form a scroll. Sometimes a
scroll was anywhere from 35 to 40 yards in length, a long piece of scroll. The more durable animal parchmer
scroll, however, was mainly a possession of the wealthy. The first Christians were not wealthy and theyt could n
afford such costly parchment scrolls. Their only means of writing the Christian message was on any strips ¢
papyrus which they could obtain. These strips were then sewn together and formed a scroll.

The Book of Revelation was written on a scroll. A babd pages which we are familiar with today is called a
icodex. o They di d n & CentarpAie, atithe eadiesu se unt i | the 2

AThe Codex Sinaiticus, one of the ol dest manus c
(von) Tischendorf. Itwas bought by the British Museum from Russia in the year 1933 for about
$500,000. It was written in Greek about tHe@entury A.D. This ancient Bible text was written in

brown ink, on thredwundredtwentysix-anda halfleaves, found in the Monastery @aint
Catherineds on Mount Sinai. It had pages simila

He (Tischendorf) was talking to one of the Stewards, just prior to departing, who advised him he had
kept in his room some copied manuscripts the monks had discartiede containedbout half of

the Old Testament (Greek Translation, the Septuagint), and the New Testament, with the exclusion of
Mark 16:920 and John 7:58:11. Tischendorf secured these in return for some gifts to the
monastery at SinaiThey were given to the grelmhperial Library at St. Petersburg, now Leningrad,

54


http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+1%3A11
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+13%3A8
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+17%3A8
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+20%3A12
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+20%3A12
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+21%3A27
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+22%3A7
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+22%3A9-10
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Rev+22%3A18

Revel ation: Chapter One. AWrite

Russia. In 1933, the U.S.S.R. sold it to the British Museum in London, England, where it resides
today.

Since we have touched on this subject, even though the Codex Sinaiticus, also called Alepif, is one
the two oldest manuscripts ofettBible we have, as noted aboites not necessarily the best. The
complete information on this codex will be found in Appendix Ill, New Biblersions. This
collection of manuscripts omits some 4,000 words from thgp€@ls alone, plus, about 1500 readings
that show up in none of the 5400 New Testament manuscripts of the MajoritylTaldo contains
many ot her di s-menferpheshorg) es. 0 ( wor Kk

But we thank God for preserving His Word. Anyone can buy a verpareive King James Translation of
the Bible, and be assured that he has the very best translation that money can buy!

AHeaven and Earth shall pass away; but my word shall n
Revelation 1:1217. The Savior Identified.
AAnduitned to see the voice that spake with me. And bei

We are going to find out the identity of the One who speaks with John, since God very simply explains it ta
us, Himself, in Revelation 1:31B7:

it And i mstofthesevan candlesticks one like unto the Son of man, clothed with a garment down to
the foot, and girt about the pap ishairstwhre whitegikelwdokas gi r dl e
white as snow; and his eyes were as a flame of fire; (14). And his feet like unto fine brass, as if they
burned in a furnace; and his voice as the sound of many waters (15). And he had in his right hand seven
stars: and out of his mouth went a sharp twoedged sword: and his countenance was as the sun shineth in
his strength (16). And when | saw him, | fell at his feet as dead. And he laid his right hand upon me,

sayinguntome,Fear not ; I am ti1&): first and the | asto
This is the Lord Jesus. sladyy,ekrtwabdave seen@la nsyt . poe oMyl eq
to them was al ways, AWhat did He |l ook | ike?d0 He i

you see in the picture that we have of Christ. But you have not seen Christ, and you have no idea what Chr
looks like. DidHe look like the description we have just read, when you saw Him? Did He have a sharp two
edged sword coming out of His mouth, as in Revelation 1:16? Did He have in his right hand seven stars? Did yc
see that? Unless you have seen someone that matchdssbiription here, you did not see Christ. What you saw
was a counterfeit. This, along with the description given in DanielID%re the only descriptions we have of
Jesus Christ.

Dani el s Descripti,dih of Chri st. Dani el 7:9

fi | b e hel dnes ivdrd cast down, andthecAncient of days did sit, whose garment was white as
snow, and the hair of his head like the pure wool: his throne was like the fiery flame, and his wheels as
burning fire (9). A fiery stream issued and came forth from before him: thousand thousands ministered
unto him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him: the judgment was set, and the books
were opened (10).

And in 1 Corinthians 15:8, Paul says,
AANnd | ast of al | he was seeneoftime.al so, as of one bor

Epliphazdés D+#l&am. Job 4:12

No, you that claim to have had visions and dreams of Christ, | tell you that you do not need visions anc
dreams. You need to open your eyes, and look into the Word of God, which tells s ¢rerenore visions and
dreams today. There are none! But you do find in Job-%:62, t hat El i phaz, one of
dream, which turned out to be a satanic dream.

ANow a thing was secretly brought t o methoughtsfdlommene ear
visions of the night, when deep sleep falleth on men (13), Fear came upon me, and trembling, which

made all my bones to shake (14). Then a spirit passed before my face; the hair of my flesh stood up

(15): It stood still, but I could not discern the form thereof: an image was before mine eyes, there was

silence, and | heard a voice, saying, (16) . 0
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He, then, continued to lay out his supposed message to Job in 32 more verses, extending to the end
Chapter Five. We of t emb .sdp edaks to fp uitt hyeo uprastei lefn cien oflfi
covered with boils, and has to listen to a foolish friend go on, andlmut a dream? But...Eliphaz had a dream,
and he related that to Job! Actually, he had a satanic dream. If you readhhvhat he told Job (4:4%.27), you
will find it was all contrary to the Word of God.

Satan |ied to all Jobbdbs fri9ends, and God rebuked

it And isb, that after the LORD had spoken these words unto Job, the LORD said to Eliphaz the
Temanite, My wrath is kindled against thee, and against thy two friends: for ye have not spoken of me the
thing that is right, as my servant Job hath (7). Therefore take unto you now seven bullocks and seven
rams, and go to my servant Job, and offer up for yourselves a burnt offering; and my servant Job shall
pray for you: for him will | accept: lest | deal with you after your folly, in that ye have not spoken of me the
thing which is right, like my servant Job (8). So Eliphaz the Temanite and Bildad the Shuhite and Zophar
the Naamathite went, and did according as the LORD commanded them: the LORDal so accepted Jo

(9).

So, you CAN have a satanic dream. You can dream, if you want to visualize wisdti€hike, but Christ
does not appear to you. He has no reason to appear to you. He has given you the Word of God and that is all t
you need. You will have your hands full teaching the Word of God from Genesis to Revelation.

| love to study the Biblea n d , the more | study, the more | 1
i nexhaustible. When | get ready to die, if | have
going to say, ALord Jesus, | ishwknesnvimorke abkub, buivtheritiord ef God T |

is inexhaustible.

You have everything you need from Genesis to Revelation, and the last thing you need is a counterfeit c
visions and dreams. Keep your eyes open, study more, and the less ymiowill have, oneed. We are not
saying that to degrade anyone, what soever. We ar e
need dreams. If you do not have enough faith in the Word of God, and you have to have a vision, or a dream,
order to substantat e your faith, youbdre in bad shape, Broth

All the prophecies we need are given in the Word of God, and you do not have enough faith knowing that al
these hundreds of prophecies about Christ have taken place? All were flilfill i ncl udi ng t he
si | ver . 0-niheopteces ok silvet, yot thidgne. Exactly thirty pieces of silver. This was prophesied
hundreds of years before Judas sold Him out for...how many pieces of silver? Thirty!

God names names. He givdetes. He has given hundreds of prophecies that have come to pass. If you neec
more than that, then you donoét h a v en thatais goig toi let yott h e
down,andpr obabl vy, y @ widdrl makes reo taologies fanisd satanically deceived. You need to
strengthen your faith, and spend more time in the Word of God, with your eyes open, reading, believing, an
trusting the Word of God like every other Christian. Our faith is in the Word of God. Amen? He wants you to

have your trust in the Word of God that #Aliveth ar
Revelation 1:18. Who Has the AAuthorityo of the Ke
Wedd | i ke to make a comment on Revelation 1:18.

encouragement to eaand every one of us,
1. il amhethatlivethé 0 That isChrist.

2. PAndwasdead € 60 He was cr uc i dumneoded mdidhan twelve llediondr dd angels.
That is more than 72,000 angels, as one legion is made up of 6,000 men. He could havesdldthth
were putting Him on the Cross, all at once!

3. MAnd, behold,]| amalive forevermore € 6 Thi s i s the Resurrection o
not keep Him in the tomb. Satan could not keep Him in the tomb. The demons could not keep Him in
the tomb. The Lord Jesus conquered Death, and
[ eth to make intercession for us, o0 we are to

4. fAmen; and(l) havethe keysof hellandof death 6 L e't me | ¢ &y thhits your clt
keys. Itds not your pastor that has the keys
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is the One who permits death. He is the One who sometimes orchestrates death, as had happened
someintheChr ch at Corinth in Paul és ti me.

An Example: The Corinthian Church.

In 1 Corinthians 11:3@ 2, we have the account of some in Cor
yet these Adignitarieso of t he c hooefaotn tivedar,&nddne ootk a |
in the church. Whenever you find a man that is associated with, and continues to endorse drinking of alcoholi
beverages, but i s a fAbig shotod in the c-Huvochayeay ou
false teacher. Is this the kind of teacher you want to teach your children that it is all right to drink? Some
churches, through the use of alcoholic wine in their communion services, teastample thait is OK to drink.
They do t hi ssforbiddingdspel to éeakestfong@rinkl ibto the Tabernacle, in Leviticus 1Q:9

fiDo not drink wine nor strong drink,...when ye go in
die:...(9a)

That ye may put difference between holy and unholy, andbet ween uncl ean and clean; 0 (:
Is it any wonder that God would have the Apostle Paul write to the Corinthians in30&se
fFOR THIS CAUSE manyareweak and sickly among you, and many sl eefr

Judgment had been rendered! Some of them had diddey had been profaning
ignitarieso would set theirethadgquek! tabéesf ohay
uskomaking a mockery of the Lordds Supper, you h
[0}
S

O D

d
a
fi F

di

Literally, the word fAcondemnationo is dAkrimao i
JUDGMENT. When we have the Lordés Supper in our chur
Calvary to pay for the sin of the world. It is not a sacrament that imparts any type of grace to the partaker. It is a

ordinance, of solemn commemoratiofwhat our Savior has already done for us. It is a time to remember that it
cost Chriseverythingto offer us eternal life as a free gift! We are to do this...

e thah eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation (krima) unto himself, not
cerning the Lord's bodyod (1 Corinthians 11:29).

0..often as ye eat this bread, and dr i nk (ltChrintsianc up, Vye
11:26).
That i s why it is such a serious matter to part

God view it as serious? It is a reminder that it cost Him the death of His Son.

Revelation 1:18. The Encouragement.

Revelaton 1:18 can be of great comfort to all who have lost Christian loved ones, such as a child, or &
husband or wife.

fl am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, | am alive for evermore, Amen; and HAVE THE KEYS
OF HELL AND OF DEATH. (Revelation 1:18)

Christ, Himself, experienced death, and because of the Resurrection, He emerged the Victor. Now, as Lor
He has the authority over Death and Hell. Keys represent authority. Christ controls all who enter, and all whe
leave Death and Hell. Consider what Lararigter,dMartha, said to our Lord,

iLord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had not die

We note that, when Christ saw Mary and the others weeping at the tomb of Lazarus, He, also, wept out ¢
compassion for their grief. He, being thdinite God, knew what He was about to do, but recognizing their
humanity;He had compassion on them as they suffered in their grief. That is why mothers and fathers who hav
lost children, or anyone who has suffered through the loss of a loved one avlihiisstian, can be comforted by
the power of the One who has Athe keys of hell an
today.

fl am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live : (Iohn
11:25).
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There is something interesting here, as there ar
Scriptures. o The Bible says that Chri st al one ha:
originated in the |asl50 years, and they are coming up all over the place. | talked to a wonderful pastor in Grand
Rapids, Minnesota, not long ago. He was telling me there are so many groups, actually cults, springing up in th
city and t he sur r o ukeep trackgftlem.eAnd,so itisheeeyywheraln 6t ev en

The Enemy: The Cults Do Not Have the Keys!

I't is true that in these Al astbebengosthepewn | Dailsv & 3 .
Timothy 3:1, 2), and Christ warns in the Book of Mat e w, nBeware of false propt
We are having them spring up everywhere!

fFor many shall come in my name, saying, | am CHRIST;and shal | d évatthew2d:5)many 0

And many FALSE PROPHETS shall rise, and shall deceive many.o(Matthew 24:11).
The Error: Baptism By Proxy, Or Any Other Way, Will Not Give Eternal Life.

We might say this, the Church of Jesus Christ of the Latter Day Saints, the Mormon Church, was organize
on April 6, 18301lts claim is that Joseph Smith was dited by a heavenly messenger, named Maroni, to a hill in
upstate New York, and was shown a sacred record, engraved on metal plates, that had the appearance of g
These are called the Golden Plates. These plates, purportedly, show a history of anlizetibos in America
from about 2200 B.C. to about 420 A.D.

They, supposedl vy, give an account of Jesus Chrii
Crucifixion, also. One theological aspect of their belief is that those, who have diedivatiknowledge of the
Gospel, may be baptized by proxy. So, they preserve millions of microfilmed baptismal records, and store them i
a vault carved out of a solid granite mountain. This mountain is outside of Salt Lake City, Utah. It holds millions
of records on microfilm preserving the genealogies, or the births, the marriages, and the deaths of the members
the Churchof JesusChrist of the Latter Day Saints.

ltés a storage vault, out there, caliclat |Gaveaseent e
the photographs of the inside of this tremendous cavern, and there are millions of baptismal records kept in seal
vaults there. Yet, this is a cult. We, as Christians, should learn all we can about what they believe so we ce
witness to them. They are numerous. If we, Christians, vasréusy about serving the Load they are about
spreading their false doctrine, we could accompli
baptized, yourselfetalone having somebgalse do it for you by proxy!

The Catholic and Lutheran Organizations Also Teach that Baptism Gives Eternal Life.

The religion of works that Martin Luther taught in ALL his writings, ALL of his life were exported ALL over the
world. Martin Luther believe that you have to be baptized to be saved. He said it over and over again.
AfiHere are his words from Page 174 of The Small Cat

1Tall. THE BLESSI NGS OF BAPTI SM. What does Bapt:.i
delivers from death andétdevil, and gives eternal salvation to all who believe this, as the words and
promises of God decl are. o

TOr, from his Large Catechi sm, P. 83, #24. QATo
purpose of Baptism I S TO SAVE. 0

1 Nor did Lutherbelieve that you had to have faith for baptism to be valid.

fAFurther, we are not primarily concerned wheth
case, Baptism does NOT become invalid. cveflLar ge
t hough FAITH be |l acking.o (Par. 53).

Now, we turn to the Catholic organization ahd Catechism of the Catholic Churgh,319, Paragraph?52
Infant Baptism," which reads as follows:

TAThe practice of | nf ARADITIBN @f the church.iTlsere & explicimme mo r |
testimony to this practice from the Second Century on, andyuiitis possiblethat from the beginning
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of the apostolic preaching, when whole "households" received baptism**, inflagtalschave been
baptized."

**Note:Act s 16: 33 tells us that when the Jailer HfAwas
fact t h®@BELIEWINGIN&® di wi t h all his house. o0 Only those
that certainly did not include infants!

In readingt hei r (the Catholic organizationo6s) stat em
therefore not found anywhere in the Word of God! The words "quite possible” and "may also" show they are
grasping at straws to try to give some kind of authdrity an unscri ptur al TRADI T1 C
Martin Luther, Master of Decelty Author)

The Catholic and Lutheran Organizations Do Not Hawv

The same guarantee of God backing up His Word frteavenis in Christ'swords to Peter in Matthew
16:19,

"And | will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on Earth
shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on Earth shall be loosed in heaven."

Vine's An Expository Diathary of New Testament Woradgs this to say in reference to the Word "bind":

"The Lorddéds Words to the Apodngdneto &ldehe digcipleasin Mat t |
18:18 signify, in the former case, that the apostle, by his ministry of thel Bfdife, would keep
unbelievers outside the kingdom of God; and admit those who believed."

The "keys" spoken of in Matthew 16:19, were first used by Peter on the Day of Pentecost, as recorded i
Acts, Chapter 2. Nowhere did Peter, or the Eleven, evamn ENNT that they could, or would, forgive anyone's
sins! The whole chapter is a testimony concerning Christ. The people were saved because of the Word of Gt
that Peter preached. They were, then, baptized as a public testimony of theidiaiftger'sWords in Acts 2:41,

"Then they that GLADLY RECEIVED HIS WORD were baptized: and the same day there were added
unto them about three thousand soul s. 0

Peter used the "keys" (symbolic of God's Word) again in Acts 10. God sent Peter to the Gentile, name
Cornelius, to show the Jews that the Gentiles could be saved also. Read Qhaptdrnowhere do you find
Peter EVER claiming the power to forgive anyone's sins. Peter directed theQbsisiand Him alone! Herare
Peter's words in Acts 10:43,

"Tohim( Christ) give all the prophets witness, that thr ouc¢
HIM (Christ) SHALL RECEIVE REMISSION OF SINS."

Unlike Peter, some clergyhroughpride love to claim this power for themselves. They love to mediate
betweenGod and man. In doing sthey outright deny and resi&to d\Wasd. 1 Timothy declares in 2:5,
"For there is one God, and ONE MEDI ATOR BETWEEN GOD AN|I
When God's servants preach His Word on Earth, it will d&itese who bedive it are saved addthose
who do not are lost! God's Word is so powerful it will divide as a sharpetiged sword that cuts both ways.

"For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the
dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and
intents of the heart." (Hebrews 4:12).

Isaiah 55:11 declares that His Word will not return unto Him void and empty.

"So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall
accomplish that which | please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto | sent it."

Those, in Matthew 16:10, that are bound on Earth, are those who have believed the WORD and are save
They havethe promises of the Omniscient and Omnipotent God that, in Heaven, He will make good the promise:s
that He gave on Earth.

The same goes for those who reject God's Word (John 3:36). Even though many do not believe in Christ, tt
Word of God, or Hell, it willn o t al ter Godods faithfulness to His WC(
in Matthew 25:41,
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0. . Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, p

Then they will realize thét not in all the New Testament, nor Peter's twaepistle® is there the vestige,
either claimed or exercised, of Peter forgiving anyone's sin! Who will you believe? Man or God? Romans 3:4
makes it perfectly clear concerning God's Word,

"God forbid: yea, let God be true, but every man a liar..."
(Source: Excerpt froivho Can Forgive Sins? A Minister, A Priest, Or Jesus ChBgtAuthor)
The Eternal Christ Has the Authority of AThe Keys

fi &m he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, | am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell
and of (Regeatioh 1:18)

Therefore, we find out that Christ is the One whothdse fkeys of ihdhnll4d6 nd of d
fi J e saitlsunto him, | am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father,butb y me . 0

Revelation 1:19. The Outline of the Book of Revelation.
1. First Division: Chapter One.

ANrite the things which thou hast seen, ... o0
The Past John saw the vision of the Risen and Glorified Christ. He is the Lord of the Church. He is the
Founde of the Chwurch. 1t is not anyone else. It is

itds not the Lutherans, imnmmoronetbateesus L£hribtovhd is theo Chgfa n
Cornerstone. He is the Founder of His Churc

2. Second Division: Chapters Two and Three.

Ai...and the things which are, ... o0
ThePresent The Athings which ared are covered by Cha
Seven Churches existing at the time of the Book©o
3. Third Division: Chapters Four to Twenty-Two
.and the things which shall be hereafter; o
TheFutureHer eaft er 0o means after Chapter Four. The Ch

this Earth. The Church is the Body of Christ, the OnevNéan, made umf everybornagain believer.
Nothing has transpired here on Earth, as yet, to fulfill anything from Chapter Four on. From Chapter Four tc
the end of the Book of Revelation, it is all yet future.

Revelation 1:20. The Mystery of the Seven &tr s . 0

firhe mystery of the seven stars which thou sawest in my right hand, and the seven golden candlesticks.
The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches: and the seven candlesticks which thou sawest are
the seven churches. 0

Who arethesevenssar t hat Chri st holds in His right hand?
something hidden. It is a truth, previously hidden, but now revealed at the proper time. Since the Book o
Revelation is an open booKkiThe saven stérsnarestheeangels [Gh. angelps) i

Omessengers] of the seven churches. 0 These are t he
What are the Seven Candlesticks?

AAnd the seven candlesticks whiesh. ® hou sawest are the

For the word fAangel s, 0 here, a better transl| at
Younce? The word fAangelso is translated from the
saint, o0 according YyoatdeGaeadhs emeéesseamgeld s. tTheéy br
they brought them duri ng Chdrsince thi s used imtlee.contebbtheesevenr
churched would be the messengers that God has sent to the churches, or ting fhaétHe has sent there to
pastor these churches.
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So! It should read, AThe seven stars are the pa.
thou sawest are the seven churches, 0 ama mwhdsdt &
going to see from our study of the seven churches here. We just wonder. What about your church? Is e in tl
midst of your church? We have so many people who fight for their church, instead of for Christ.

When | was going through Biblgollege, we pastored a little church over on Marco Island, south of Naples,
Florida. | would work all week, attend college, then drive over from Miami on weekends. My wife would just
stay over there in the parsonage with the children.

The fABell e oof Paducah

We had a lady visit our church one Sunday morning from Paducah, Kentucky. She was quite a charmin
l ady, a true Southern Belle. But she was so prol
experience. When you hear someone always braggingp ut | 6 m a Lut heran, or | 0r
have to wonder. Are you a born again Lutheran? Are you a born again Catholic? Are you a born again Baptist?

She began to tell us about her nj ai | elsa sha feund y ,
irresistibleabout that organization. It soon became clear that what she was telling people about the way to go t
Heaven, did not agree with Godés way of salwvation

When you get the emphasis on your denomination, instead thfeoperson of Christ, | begin to question
whet her youdre saved. N AR, or Hotd bmt, itnscatsuresttang | am going to ask yoe r
about it. I f ités more important to you nightbd goui de
have your priorities wrong. Being a Catholic does not take you to Heaven. You can be a Catholic and go rigf
straight to Hell. You can be a Baptist and not be saved. You can be a Methodist and not be saved. Being
member of a denomination ver gives you Eternal Life. A lot of times that denomination wants you to believe

thattifyou do everything they say, you are saved. The
Christ, thou shalt be savisdwnomeriEsvery church has to
This | ady came down and she was bragging @aAOh,

wonderful organization her Southern Baptist Convention was.
After church | asked if | could have a minute with her by herself.
She saebBd, SA¥. O

I asked the same question | always ask. fdDo you
She saiddvel i Wellld m p ettty sure | am. You Kkno I F
girl. I have always tried to be a good persona nd | am very active in my cf
woul d ask me a questlon l'i ke that. o At that point,
Wetalked a little bit, and I saidi Ma 6 am, | 6d | i ke to point somethinc

a Baptist or not. He would like for you to testify that you are saved because you believe he paid for your sin ol
the Cross, and thatou trustHim, and Him alone, as your Savior. You have your entire mind twisted up,
compared to the Bible, because you @l&ing more about your denomination than you are about Jesus Christ.
Are you actually trusting just going to church on Sunday morning, and belonging to this denomination is going tc
get you to Heaven? If so, then you need to rethink your situation, &adeberhat the Bible says. | find nowhere

in the Bible where it say-leavehf ob6mMmha Bapbpil iessaybkon

fFor God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should
not perish, but have everlasting lifed(John 3:16).

And how did the fABelle of Paducaho respond? With
of the church, never to allottat subject to be brought up in her presence again. That might sound humorous at
first, but Folks, if she went on that way, that beautiful Southern lady split Hell wide open!

The point is, Jesus Christ is the only Savior, and accepting His payment for your sin is the only way tc
Heaven.
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Zechariah 12:1-10 Used In Witnessing to a Jewish Persabout Their Messiah.

Just like the famous television detecti@glombqg t here i s fAjust one more t
before we finish up with Chapter One. We are going to digress to ZechariahQl21fh excellent passage to use
when you arespeaking with Jewish people that do not recognize Jesus Christ as their Messiah. They hav
accepted over some 30 false messiahs and rejected the only true Messiah, Christ Jesus. You will find the Book
Zechariah is one of the most amazing books in tlteT@ktament, especially in Chapter Twelve. You can isolate
words in this chapter, and show the Jewish people that Jehovah God is none other than Jesus Christ in the flesk

We have |just read in Revelation 1: 7 knovhtaat with the v e r
satellite systems that we have beaming their signals back to the Earth, when Christ comes, the whole world w
see His coming in glory.

We want to point out one thing right before we start, and we thank God for the King James tsatisato
made this distinction. Theydve done this all the v
|l ook at the words, ALORD, 06 and AGOD, 060 you see the

Tha [

you will find that is Ja o v a hH-V-H® J t i s what ewassgrammatdo nt,t
fiUnpronounceabl®dame. 0 Wi th the vowels included, we prono
Bi ble gives it. But when you come tdemal latters, iwie alvdaysii G o
AEl ohim. 6 AElI 06 is for God and Aimo in the Hebrew i

Jehovah. That 1 s EIl ohi m. T hVdithessespavdrtheless, thatlisavhas  t

not
the Bible teachterthhat Pewé@t he ®uttB8BEI ohi m. o

We are going to show you in Zechariah, Chapter Twelve, how you can use this chapter to show the Jewis
person that Jesus Christ is the Messiah, God Himself. Notice in Zechariah 12:1.

fithe burden of the word of the LORD for Israel, saith the LORD), which stretcheth forth the heavens,
and | ayeth the foundation of the Eart h, and formejth the

You say: Al f youdl I n ot al leters. Ldok this uy o ryadir conto@IBnbDedyoui s
will find it is 6Jehovah.® Then, you come on down

fi Beh i)\MIUmake Jerusalem a cup of trembling unto all the people round about, when they shall be in the
siege both against Judahandagain st Jer usal emo (Zechariah 12:2).

You bring this to their attention: ABehol d, I, 0

AAnd in t lﬁ rmake Jerasglemvaiblirdensome stone for all people: all that burden themselves with it
shall be cutin pieces,t hough all the people of the Earth be ghthere

BN

You saytBl@thédvyah! Go with me to Verse Four, o

iln that d laQRD,sl wili smite etety Borse with astonishment, and his rider with madness: and |
willopen mi ne eyes upon the house of Judah, and wi ||l smit
(Zechariah 12:4).

You say: fSee there. |t i's O LbO&IZandhark thé King dgmest a |
Translators for this. It is so much easto understand with that distinction made in the English Translation.
Wherever you find in the Old Testament, al Bloakapi t
everyone you wantto dpi t wi | | al ways be @Jeh opreteidingwe bave adJsewish o n
person here that web6re showing tiNati desus Yédrset St

Al n tha Il matteathye gaverriors of Judah like an hearth of fire among the wood, and like a torch of fire
in a sheaf; and they shall devour all the people round about, on the right hand and on the left: and Jerusalem
shall be inhabited again in her own place, eveni n Jer usal emdo (Zechariah 12:(6).

Show them that: Al o is Jehovah. Look now in Ver

i T LORD also shall save the tents of Judah first, that the glory of the house of David and the glory of the
inhabitants of Jerusalem do not magnify themselvesagai nst Judaho¢ (Zechariah |12: 7).
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You say: AThe OLORD, 6 and that 16 &kl goapint alow
Eight. You just hang in there with me a minute, ar

il n t hskall thedl@©RD defend the inhabitants of Jerusalem; and he that is feeble among them at that
day shall be as David; and the house of David shall be as God, as the angel of the LORD bef or e |t hemo
(Zechariah 12:8).

You say: AShall the LORD def end alltcdpital lattersh andh whera n t
you |l ook it up in your conoomdadamcédertthatn Ver&déte Nov

AiAnd it shalll comEhatlvai Ipla ssse é kn ttch ad e sdtarygy al | the phation

(Zechariah 12:9).

Show t hem: Al , 0 thatods Jehovah speaking ¢tome e.
against Jerusalem.® Now, get this in Verse Ten, o

i A n| avill pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of
supplications: and they shall look upon me  WHOM they have pierced, and they shall mourn for him,
as one mourneth for his only son , and shall be in bitterness forehlm as one that is in bitterness for his
firstborn o (Zechar|ah 12:10) .

Show t hem: AAnd | will .o Thato6és Jehowned look upGre t t
ME® whomtheylave piercedéd That is Jehovah! Jehovah i s
Christ on the Cross, and Jehovah truly is Christ &
God in Human Flesh, and He is their Messiah tre wrucified for their sin. Go now to the Second Part.

Zechariah 12:10. Christ is the First and the Last.
We are saying, AShow this to a Jewish person.
Jesus Christ truly is God in human flesh.
|ﬁartheyshalllookuponmeWHOMthey have pierced, ... o0 Zecha|riah 1

You wi l|l otice here the little wc; " et =m. 0 T
composed of the first and | ast l ette e He
Revelation 1:8Chr i st is the first and | ast | f t he
the AOmega. 0 He is the fAbeginningod an ndi ng

i am Al pha and Omega, the beginning an i ng,

which was, and whichisto come,t he Al mi ghty. 0o Tav Aleph

I n Revelation 22:13, He i sé

iéAl pha and Omega, the beginning and the firs

We see Jesus is none other than Jeh e
ATav, 0 the first and habetintheaBodk oflZechatiab.Hs i He bre
the AAl pha and Om ega, the first and t/:hPeiAahdaoleGAl ett
Revelati on. Jesus Chri st is none other than Jehov
to show that.

iBehol d, h e cudspemd dveryveyetshall sed him, and THEY ALSO WHICH PIERCED HIM:

and all kindreds of the Earth shall wali7) because of hil

So, fevery eye shal/l see himo is speaking ,ofatlH
kindreds of the Eart h, t h I because of

ey shalll wa i
Jesus; and if you go on in the book, you will find out in Zechariah 14:4,
AAnd his feet shall stand i n ichisbefordrysalenponthe dast,andmount o
the mount of Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof toward the east and toward the west, and there shall

be a very great valley; and half of the mountain shall remove toward the north, and half of it toward the
sout h. o
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A Gem from the Bibleds Coffer of Jewel s.
In the section on how to use the Twelfth Chapter of Zechariah to witness to a Jewish person, | made th

statement that .the word Awhomo in Zechari ahbrev2: 1
a'Dhabet(O)oﬁ he [mTcavI(thought |l would prove it by
have in my |ibrary. The f Aharel ponnér ofahe dersé oltineddin btue. e i n
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Note: This Hebrew Old@estament belongdd a gentlemamwho signed his name in the corner of what, to us,
is the very back page, but in a Hebrew Bible, is the first page. Hebrew, of course, is written from right to left, anc
the Bible reads from the back to the front. On that page he noted that he had bedqunar May 23, 1933. He
made a few notes on the first few pages and.., then, there is nothing more. The only English words to be four
have been | eft by an inked stamp, APrinted in Ger
to wherel got this Bible, but given the fact that on March 23, 1933, Hitler became the de facto dictator of
Germany, and on May 10, 1933,GdrnmaGea mamok s ,t hiety ibsur
survived at al |l . T ksar burnedsthesbursing gf paoge, will idi\e éanbehind. o
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Revel ation: Chapter One. AWrite

But before we close this section, l et me tell vy
life is not what home to buy, or what stocks, bonds, or CDs to invest in. When ydbejieare all going to be
left behind. The most important decision you need to makevisere is your spiritual home going to be? Where
are you going to spend your eternity? Jesus said He has a place prepared for you.

AiAnd i f | go andyop,tvellxenre again, an feeeiveeyou uato myself; that where | am,
thereye may be also.o0(John 14: 3)

God allowed His Son, the Perfect Lamb of God, to die on the Cross on Calvary, so that when you die, you
sins will have been paid for. They were paid 2¢000 years ago. The price for your sin has been paid, and you do
not have to go to Hell and do it yourself. God s
can do to save yourself, you are passed from death

The mnute it comes time to leave this world, | will leave my home behind. | will leave my car behind. | will

leave all my possessions behind. | have never seen a hearse pulliHgud tdailer yet! | have never seen one

that even had a trailer hitch. | hogehtave many possessions in Heaven, because God loved me, and | wanted tc
use my | ife for Hi m. I hope youoll do that. Donod
preachers who are trying to divert you away from Christ by saying theyocgive your sins, as the Lutheran
preachers and Catholic priests claim to do. Simply believe that Christ died for you, and He makes you twe
promises: 1. AYou will never perish, 2. but have
passes all understanding.

AfAnd t he

peace f God which passeth al/l understanding
Jesus. o0 (Phildi i ans :

0
pp
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ONow the LORD had said unto Abr am,

and fromthyk ndr ed, and from thy fatherd

shew thee (1).

And | will make of thee a great nation, and | will bless thee, and make thy
name great; and thou shalt be a blessing (2):

And | will bless them that bless thee, and curse him tkatseth thee:
andi n thee shal/l al | families of t

Genesis 12:1-3

h
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PICTORIALESSAY ON THE THEEVENCHURCHES

6. Original Temple of Artemis in Ephesus.

We begin at Ephesus. | s n 6 Wontlersiokthe @Anceent Worlgl was@e e o
magnificent Temple of Artemis built to the goddess Diana, or, the Greek Artemis. The cult of Diana
encouraged a lot of trade. Silver smiths in Ephesus prospered by selling shrines and images of Diana. You will
find that in Acts, Chapter 19. The image of this idol was one of the most sacred in the ancient world, but it was
by no means beautiful. She was depicted as a lewd goddess with four rows of breasts. Legalized prostitutior
dominated the city. Sin does have its @dyudgment, and where the original Temple of Artemis stood is a
swamp. The ruins of the temple have sunk into the ground and vanished.

To the right is the
Temple of Hadrian, in
Ephesus, dedicated tq
Emperor Worship.

The world of the
great Apostle Johins
day, and, in which the|
members of the cen

sions such as TV.@
internet, and movies,
sin still abounded on all
sides

(The biblical world. blog-

spot.com / 2012-06-17
archive. html).

7. Temple of Hadrian in Ephesus
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The Book of Revel ation: Godo6s Final Word to Man

8. Excavated Terrace Home in Ephesus...Owned by Someone In the Upper Class. A Very Nice 1st Century Home.

Ephesus terrace housa® located on the hill opgite theHadrian TempleAlso called the houses of
the rich,” they are important for the reason they give us information dhouty life duringthe Roman
period They were built according to thdippodamian plarof the city in which roads transectedchather at
right angles. Theraresix residential unit®n three terraces at the lower end of the slope of the Bulbul
Mountain. The oldest building dates back into st Century BCand continued in use as a residence until
the Seventh Century AD

Ephesus terrace housa® covered with protective roofing like those on Roman houses. (They had
overlapping roof tiles made of fired clay, but sometimes of marble, bronze, or giltjhd$ecson the floor
and thefrescoshave been consolidated and two houses have been opened to the public as a museum.

They had interior courtyards (peristyles) in the center, with the ceiling open, and were mostigriea.
Sadly, the upper stories have cpBad during time. On the ground floor were living and dining rooms open to
the hall, and upstairs there were bedrooms and guest ratimbeating systenof the terrace houses were the
same as that in the batl@ay pipesbeneath the floors and behind thalls carried hot air through the houses.
The houses also had cold and hot water. The rooms had no windows, and were only illuminated with light
coming from the open hall, so that most of the rooms were dim.

At the time the Apostles Paul and John werréhEphesus was the capital of Asia Minor, most of which
is now Turkey. These were beautiful, cultured cities, however, the culture of that day was pagan, humanistic,
and permissiveEphesus had a population of more than 250,000 in the First centuryniaking it the second
largest city in the Roman Empire after Rome, and also the second largest city in the world.

The atmosphere of the cities in which the people of the Seven Churches of the Book of Revelation lived
and worked was trying for a Christialluch of what they had to contend with is the same as we have today:
idol worship, prostitution, greed, and prejudice. Nothing has changed in 2,000 years, has it?
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Pictorial Essay on the Seven Churches

9. THE LIBRARY OFCELSUS ATEPHESUS

Ephesus: The Rest of the t8ry.

At one time, Ephesus had a harbor and road system that made it the most accessible city in Asia. The
climate was exceptionally fine and the soil was extremely fertile. Under Roman rule, it shared governance of
Asia with Pergamos. The true drawing pvef Ephesus was in its licentious, pagan religion. It was the home
of the Temple of Diana, or, Artemis, one of ®even Wonders of the World

Ephesus had a magnificent deep water artificial harbor formed by dredging, but in time, dredging of the
harborceased and it silted up. This destroyed one of their two major commercial advantages, and the ruins of
the city are now approximately five miles from tfF
Ephesus was built on the cult and Temple driai (Artemis), called the Artemision. This pagan religion was
entirely incompatible with the Christian faith thalossomed in Ephesus. Praisetb God that Christianity
won! When the temple burned to the ground for the seventh time in 262 AD, no odecaugh to have it
rebuilt.

Paul and John labored there. Ephesus was the place where Paul spent the largest portion of his ministry
He was there longer than with any other of the churches, even meeting with the elders when passing nearby
Paul had sperdver two years in Ephesus during his third missionary journey. This is, no doubt, the reason for
the strong church which grew in that city. A careful reading of Acts 2B&8ives his last words to the
beloved congregation there, and reveals the wisdalrdadication of the great Apostle to the churches that he
founded. That was about A.D. 55 to 57 A.D. It was a sad farewell. Paul also wrote the two Corinthian Epistles
while he was at Ephesus.

The Apostle John later administered the churches there &Misior, and tradition says he returned there
to continue after his release from Patmos. It was here that John spent the latter part of his life, and from here
wrote the Gospel of John and the Epistles,dt,13John. Ruins and a small village are now tmly remains
that exist there. However, the beach side tourist destination of Selcuk is nearby.
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The Book of Revel ation: Godo6s Final Word to Man

RomMANROADS STRENGTH OFEMPIRE, THE PAX RoMANA, AND AN OPENDOOR FOR THESOSPEL

T i

10. Ancie; Roman road near Tall Aqgibrin in 8yrThis road cor;n_ébted to Antioch.
At the writing of the Book of Revelation, most of Asia Minor was firmly in the control of the Roman
Empire. Roads were a vital part of the development of the Roman state, from about 500 BC through the
Roman Republic, anfinally the Roman Empire. On these roads the Romans moved armies, trade goods, and

communicated. At its height, no fewer than 29 great military highways radiated from Rome. Hills were cut
through, and deep ravindled. The Empire was divided into 113rgvinces crossed by 372 greatads.
Thesewere the lifeblood of Ancient Rome. Over some y6ars, the Romans built more tha,000 mileof

paved highways throughout Europe, enough to circle the globe. Many still can be seen today. Over them,
sandaledd et carried the gospel throughout the known
Peate. o

11 A Streetin the Archaeological Ruihs of Ephesus.
iAnd how shall they preach, e X ¢ e p autiful dreetlye feleteof tte@ n t ?
that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad ti

A street in the ruins of Ephesus, the largest open air museum in Turkey. The Apostles Paul and John
undoubtedlywalked here as they were preaching eathing.
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Pictorial Essay on the Seven Churches

.: “ 5 m % m’. L — vy = > H T i
Top Picture.12. Temple to Zeus with Statue of Cybele in Front at Smyrna. Bottom Pict8r&he Main Street of Laodicea.

Below, in recent years, Laodicea's main street has been paréisityed. Beneath the roadasewer
systemfor carrying dirty water from homes and businesses.




The Book of Revel ation: Godo6s Final Word to Man

14. A Third Century Byzantine Church Dedicated to the Apostle John.
Philadelphia: Two of the four pillars remaining of a Byzant®leurch dedicated to St. John, or, the

Apostl e John. They stand | i ke an fAopen dooro r
know thy works and | have set before thee an o
certainly an Aopen dooro for the Gospel It s
this same verse, It is a Adoor that no man can

A few scattered
stones are all that ig
left of Thyatira. In the
background are the
remains of a Temple ta
one of their many £
gods. E

The Pantheonof
Gods in Thyatira in
cluded Tymnos, their
sun god, also known agess
Apollo by the Greeks
There was Aescula
pius, God of Medicine,
Bacchus Artemis, and
several others, as well
The remains lie irthe
city center of Akhiser,
Turkey.

15. The Remains of Thyatira Surrounded by the Modern Turkish City of Akhisar.
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